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fall of a monarch
BY steve Becker
West dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ J 6
♥ 9 5
♦ 8 5 4 2
♣ 7 6 5 3 2

WEST	 EAST
♠ 8 7 4 ♠ Q 10 9 5 3
♥ K ♥ 7 6 4 2
♦ K J 9 6 3 ♦ Q 7
♣ A K J 8 ♣ Q 9

SOUTH
♠ A K 2
♥ A Q J 10 8 3
♦ A 10
♣ 10 4

The bidding:
West	 North	 East	 South
1 ♦ Pass 1 ♠ Dble
2 ♣ Pass 2 ♦ 4 ♥
Opening lead -- king of 
clubs.

It's not difficult to make 
four hearts on this deal 
with all four hands in view. 
After West leads the K-A-J 

of clubs, you ruff, cash the 
A-K of spades and trump a 
spade in dummy. You then 
lead the nine of hearts to 
the ace, rejecting the finesse 
and felling West's singleton 
king. You lose a diamond 
trick later on, but you make 
four hearts.

But if you could not see 
the opposing cards, you 
might very well go down 
one after losing a heart 
finesse to the singleton 
king. However, even without 
the advantage of a peek, 
rejecting the finesse is the 
right play!

There is a very good 
reason for arriving at this 
conclusion. First you take 
West's bidding into account; 
then you combine it with 
the additional knowledge 
gained from the play to the 
first six tricks.

At trick seven, when you 
lead the nine of hearts from 

dummy, you know that 
West -- who must have had 
at least four diamonds and 
four clubs for his bids, and 
who has already shown up 
with three spades -- cannot 
possibly have more than 
two hearts. (Actually, he's 
much more likely to have 
either one heart or none.)

It follows that you cannot 
gain by taking a trump 
finesse. Even if the finesse 
won, you'd still have to lose 
a trump trick later to East's 
K-x-x or K-x-x-x. Your only 
hope, therefore, is that West 
was dealt the singleton king 
of trumps!

It is true that the chance 
of West having been dealt 
specifically the singleton 
king is very slim, but a 
remote chance is surely 
better than no chance at 
all.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

Friday's answer

BY JAcQUeLINe BIGAr
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Pisces and a Moon in 
Cancer until 3:18 p.m. (PST). 
Afterward, the Moon will be 
in Leo.
HAPPY	BIRTHDAY	for	
Sunday,	March	4,	2012:

This year you see 
moments of negativity, 
but understand that they 
will pass. Have confidence 
and trust yourself. Remain 
creative, open and willing 
to give 110 percent. You 
might be amazed by how 
well situations work out 
with the abovementioned 
recipe. Curb a tendency 
to overindulge. If you are 
single, it will be your choice 
to maintain that status. 
If you are attached, the 
two of you need to detach 
to get to the root of your 
issues before you can share. 
Communication will excel 
as a result. LEO is proud but 
fun! 

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) ★★★★ If you wake up on 
the wrong side of the bed and 
remain grumpy for a while, 
there still is hope. Take a 
nap or indulge in a favorite 
pastime. By mid-afternoon, 
the Ram will swagger into 
the world, happy once more. 
Spend special time with a 
loved one or child. Tonight: 
You are the party!

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) ★★★★ Use the daylight 
hours to make calls and 
catch up on news. You might 
even find that you are off 
to a late lunch with friends. 
Include others in your plans, 
and before you know it, 
everyone will be having a 
great time. Tonight: Make it 
early.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★ Be careful not to stress 
out your budget. You have a 
lot you want to do, but the 
question remains: Can you 
afford it? Creativity could 
help make some of your 
ideas doable. Bring family 
together for a barbecue or 
some favorite meal. Tonight: 
Enjoy the ones you are with.
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The Family Circus

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) ★★★★ You cannot 
get past the moment, as a 
roommate or partner might 
have said or done something 
that has caused a bit of 
disappointment. Take a 
deep breath and pursue a 
favorite pastime. Get past 
an immediate problem. 
Tonight: Let someone treat 
you.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ Use the morning for 
whatever pleases you. Some 
of you might be into reading 
the Sunday paper; others 
just might like to sleep in. 
No matter what, extremes 
earmark your day. Someone 
you would like to chat with 
is not in the mood. Tonight: 
All smiles. Enjoy the one you 
are with.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) ★★★★ Emphasize 
the positives in your life. 
Sometimes you push a little 
too hard, even when you are 
just socializing. You could 
be surprised by another 
person's willingness to 
pitch in. Meet others early. 
Tonight: Think "tomorrow."

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ You cannot get around 
a certain responsibility, 
and maybe you don't want 
to. Whether you are doing 
something with a child or 
parent, you feel centered 
and happy. Late afternoon, 
make plans or join friends. 
Tonight: Pretend it is Friday 
night.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★ Make a call to a 
friend or relative you rarely 
speak to. You might be a little 
concerned by information 
that is left out. If need be, 
ask. Get together with an 
older friend or relative in the 
afternoon. Tonight: Think 
"workweek."

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) ★★★★ Others enjoy 
relating on a one-on-one 
level with you. You might 
wonder how to help another 
person open up. Perhaps 
you need to take the first 
step. Surround yourself 
with music this afternoon. 
Tonight: Where your mind 
can wander the most.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★★ You might 
want to schedule some get-
together time with a friend. 
Before you know it, you have 
so many invitations that you 
do not know which way to 
turn. Socialize to your heart's 
content. The best solution 
might be to bring everyone 
together. Tonight: Include 
your favorite person.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) ★★★ Sleep in and do 
whatever you want. It also 
is OK to work out, jog to 
the gym or meet a friend 
for a long brunch. Do not 
do anything that you do not 
want to. Tonight: Be with a 
favorite person, or people. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★★★ You simply 
want to enjoy yourself or 
flirt with a friend. Your 
imagination could create 
quite a party. Relax, yet be 
spontaneous. Check out an 
art show or another form 
of entertainment. Tonight: 
Think "Monday." 
   BORN TODAY

Texas Gov. Rick Perry 
(1950), celebrity Chaz Bono 
(1969), composer Antonio 
Vivaldi (1678)

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.


