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The Pharisees 
get their way

To the Editor:
This is in response to a re-

cent State Journal article ti-
tled “Frankfort pastor leads 
rally against gambling,” 
by Kevin Wheatley, which 
stated, “Hershael York, the 
pastor at Buck Run Bap-
tist Church – who opened 
Gov. Steve Beshear’s bud-
get address last month with 
a prayer against expanded 
gambling, led Tuesday’s ral-
ly at the Capitol with rep-
resentatives from the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention 
and Kentucky Council of 
Churches.” 

I happened to hear a radio 
broadcast of York at the Capi-
tol rally leading his Christian 
mob in a loud chant against 
gambling to intimidate our 
government representatives. 
And it would seem between 
his intimidation on the out-
side and Senate President 
Republican David Williams’ 
intimidation on the inside 
that the powers that be have 
decided that the voters of 
Kentucky cannot be trusted 
with a yes or no vote on ca-
sino gambling.  

The truth is that I per-
sonally have never been in 
a gambling casino and if 
we had them in Kentucky I 
doubt that I would partake 
in casino gambling here. I 
don’t think it’s wrong, it’s 
just that gambling isn’t a big 
deal with me one way or the 
other. 

However, what is a big 
deal with me is one group of 
people from the church tak-
ing it on themselves to de-
cide for the rest of us what 
we should or should not be 
doing. I would never darken 
the doors of any church with 
such Pharisaical leanings as 
Hershael York’s or any oth-
er of his preacher cohort’s 
churches that led their cap-
tive flocks to arm-twist the 
government to do their wish-
es. And I would call on other 
freedom-loving Kentuckians 
to join me in forever boycot-
ting churches.  

Instead of separation of 

church and state in Ken-
tucky it looks like we have a 
“church state”: The Theoc-
racy of Kentucky.  

Perhaps a little Bible 
reading would be good for 
preacher York and his min-
ions. 

In the Gospel of Matthew 
Jesus Christ has some un-
kind words for the Pharisees. 
Jesus chastises the Phari-
sees, saying, “They tie up 
heavy burdens and lay them 
on men’s shoulders, but they 
themselves are unwilling to 
move them with so much 
as a finger” and  “But woe 
to you, scribes and Phari-
sees, hypocrites, because 
you shut off the kingdom of 
heaven from people; for you 
do not enter in yourselves, 
nor do you allow those who 
are entering to go in.” 

What Jesus is saying to 
the Pharisees is simply, your 
overreaching rule making is 
keeping people out of heav-
en. 

It would seem that the 
words of Jesus would apply 
to a Frankfort preacher and 
his willing Kentucky Chris-
tian co-conspirators.              
Phil Greer
Frankfort

The Bible 
and politics

To the Editor:
I would like to commend 

Bro. Hershael York and the 
other pastors in Kentucky 
that truly believe in the 
Word of God. There are a few 
so-called “pastors” that have 
allowed Satan to corrupt 
their thinking. Consequent-
ly, they are leading some 
good people down the path 
of destruction (2 Peter 2:1-
4). I feel sorry for the chil-
dren that are being taught 
this modern nonsense (Gal. 
1:6-12).

You can’t take part of the 
Bible and use it to fit your 
purpose. The Bible does 
speak to the sin of homo-
sexuality (Lev. 20:13). It also 
talks about the sin of murder 
(abortion) (Exodus 20:13). 
It’s true that Jesus didn’t use 
the word “murder” in his 
teachings. However, he did 
say that he didn’t come to 
destroy the law but to fulfill 
it (Matthew 5:17-20).

I would also like to com-
mend Sen. Julian Carroll for 
voting his conscience on the 
gaming bill. I have known 
him for many, many years 
and I believe he is an hon-
orable man. Instead of fill-
ing the pockets of the horse 
industry, how about helping 
those who are truly in need, 
e.g. the homeless and hun-
gry?

Now, I know that there are 
going to be those of you who 
will disagree with this letter. 
Well, that’s OK. Just remem-
ber you are not disagreeing 
with me, you’re disagreeing 
with God.
Garry l. Toole
Frankfort

Casinos won’t 
ruin Bluegrass

To the Editor:
I have been a strong sup-

porter of Sen. Carroll for 

many years. However, I did 
not agree with his no vote 
on stand-alone casinos. In 
my humble opinion, I  think 
that in a state that gener-
ates huge revenues from the 
manufacturing and sale of 
alcohol and tobacco and le-
gal lottery and horse betting 
the logic behind Sen. Car-
roll’s no vote seems weak 
and prejudicial. 

Suggesting that stand-
alone casinos would alter 
our pastoral countryside is 
preposterous. I have seen 
my share of stand-alone ca-
sinos in the heartland of 
America,  Canada and Eu-
rope and have never seen 
one as described in the ed-
itorial or by Sen. Carroll. 
They are typically hidden 
away, out of public view and 
very unobtrusive and usual-
ly offer food, entertainment 
and lodging, and of course 
JOBS.  The images conjured 
up in the editorial and by 
Sen. Carroll are so far from 
reality that it’s frightening. 
Comparing a stand-alone 
resort-style casino similar 
to the one in Indiana just 5 
minutes from Kentucky to a 
casino on the strip in Las Ve-
gas is so far from being ac-
curate that even speaking 
those words would suggest 
that we who live in Kentucky 
are so unworldly and back-
ward and never get to trav-
el out from here to see how 
things are outside of our 
borders. I take great offense 
at the grossly inaccurate de-
pictions of stand-alone casi-
nos by our senator and in the 
editorial I refer to. 

I am not a great fan of ca-
sino gambling, the lottery, 
alcohol, tobacco or horse 
gambling, but I am a realist 
and know we should be able 
to compete for monies that 
leave the state. Well-planned 
stand-alone casinos out of 
sight could be very lucrative 
for the commonwealth
ron WaGGoner
Frankfort

Living it up 
in London

To the Editor:
Mike Cooper, Kentucky 

tourism commissioner, al-
lowed a British contractor, 
employed by the Common-
wealth of Kentucky, to pay 
$735 for his meals, party 
tickets and other expenses 
in June during an unauthor-
ized trip to London, Eng-
land. That is, the listed ex-
penses were paid for by the 
PR firm.

Cooper had to know it 
was a violation of state eth-
ics laws. He has been a state 
employee for years.

Gosh P.R., a British mar-
keting firm, was paid from 
Kentucky taxpayers’ mon-
ey the amount of $179,900 
a year to promote Kentucky 
tourism in the United King-
dom. Cooper helped award 
Gosh’s contract in 2008 and 
signed off on its monthly 
billing.

In 2008, Cooper sat on the 
three-person committee 
that gave a marketing con-
tract to Gosh P.R. The com-
pany since has been paid a 
total of $647,769 to publicize 
Kentucky tourism to the Brit-
ish through state-subsidized 

media junkets and a website 
operated by Gosh P.R.

Cooper was not disci-
plined for taking the gratu-
ities and he told the cabinet 
it was an isolated incident. 
Yeah, the tooth fairy only 
leaves quarters now.

Accident, my hind end. 
This guy is a privileged 
member of Gov. Steve Bes-
hear’s political circle. This is 
how one enters the inner cir-
cle of Kentucky politics.

A 2007 campaign orga-
nizer for Beshear and the 
Kentucky Democratic Party, 
Cooper has since resigned 
his $111,353-a-year appoint-
ed post, from which he trav-
eled widely on state busi-
ness.

This freeloader did not 
have authorization from the 
cabinet when he traveled to 
London in June, an infrac-
tion that led to a five-day 
suspension.

Consider this: A PR firm 
in London has been award-
ed a million-dollar contract 
to promote Kentucky. One of 
the officials, responsible for 
the million-dollar contract, 
is coming to town. Cooper 
schedules his own trip to 
London, to join the big par-
ty, paid for by Gosh P.R. Lon-
don, England, a state private 
contractor.

Cooper told his superiors 
he worked on state business 
while in London for sever-
al days. How were the wine 
and the food, Mr. Cooper?  
I’ll bet your hotel room had a 
bed canopy, it was so fancy. 
Who paid for that?

It appears, when Mr. Coo-
per was finished with the 
wining and dining, golf and 
whatever in England, he 
then went to France, where 
he did have authorization to 
travel.

Hold on to your hat. This 
one is so far out in left field 
you can’t see left field.

Cooper was planning 
Kentucky-related public-
ity events for the 2012 Sum-
mer Olympics in London, 
which was expected to cost 
the state tens of thousands 
of dollars. The Olympics 
plan was canceled after it 
was made public.

Will Cooper be trans-
ferred to some other posi-
tion at the same salary that 
is not quite so public – with a 
smaller credit card?
Jim anderson sTivers
Frankfort

Drugs are 
local issue

To the Editor:
Sen. Rand Paul has re-

cently come out in opposi-
tion to additional U.S. drug 
enforcement legislation, and 
he was right to do so. He very 
accurately noted that feder-
al penalties for drug crimes 
today are wildly dispropor-
tionate, with minor drug of-
fenses liable to punishments 
in the same range as those 
for homicide. Whatever the 
problem is here with drugs, 
more prison sentences are 
only a dressing. 

 According to the New 
York Times in 2008, the Unit-
ed States led the world in im-
prisonment. About 20 per-
cent of the world’s prisoners 
hold American citizenship. 

In the U.S.A., 750 persons are 
locked up for every 100,000 
adults.  Compare this to 620 
for Russia, 150 for England 
and 60 for Japan. Ironically 
– particularly given the self-
perception here – some oth-
er parts of the world see the 
U.S as a police state and as a 
vast prison camp. 

The numbers and per-
centages would be scandal-
ous except that they pass 
without notice by most, and 
are excusable to others be-
cause of their near-religious 
devotion to a belief in Ameri-
can exceptionalism. The lat-
ter bristle at any the notion of 
problems with the U.S.A., or 
any diminution of “law and 
order.” They no doubt would 
argue that the international 
incarceration numbers do 
not mean anything. 

Well what do they sug-
gest?  That Russia is soft on 
crime? Or that American cit-
izens are just more immoral 
and lawless than everyone 
else? Is it something in the 
sea air? 

Sen. Paul additionally 
argues that drug enforce-
ment should be in the main 
a state issue, and he detects 
with this legislation, yet an-
other attempt to federalize 
yet another crime. He is cor-
rect again.  Yet some in Ken-
tucky law enforcement don’t 
seem to have a problem 
with ceding more common-
wealth sovereignty to the 
U.S. government. Perhaps 
they would like to see more 
action by the International 
Criminal Court as well.

No, the problem of drugs 
is a local community prob-
lem. If local people did not 
wish to use local drugs, there 
would be no problem.  Rath-
er than focusing on stopping 
up a supply, one should ask, 
why the demand? Some may 
answer “poverty.” But while 
one may admit that eco-
nomics is a route, it is not the 
root. Far poorer countries 
than this one have no drug 
problem, and fewer prisons. 

As far as the senator’s ar-
gument that increasing in-
carceration increases the 
number of people in radical 
Islam, well I suppose one has 
to be satisfied with two out 
of three good reasons.  This 
far-fetched notion is prob-
ably meant to assuage that 
“law and order” contingent 
of his constituency.
roberT e. salyer
Frankfort

$5 gas might 
doom Obama

To the Editor:
Do you like paying higher 

fuel prices?
Our leaders are telling us 

that by summer we will be 
paying close to $5 per gallon 
for gasoline.

An interesting fact: We 
are exporting $34.9 billion 
in fuel annually. Yes, read 
that again. It’s $34.9 billion.

Our president has done 
absolutely nothing to stop 
the inflation we will all suf-
fer this summer with these 
price increases. Remem-
ber, when we are paying for 
gasoline, we are not buy-
ing other products. It there-
fore stands to reason un-
employment will rise again, 

people will continue to lose 
their homes, food is going to 
get more expensive due to 
transportation, people are 
able to do less and less for 
their families.

We need to be able to let 
private industry buy and 
manage oil fields and pro-
duce gasoline and diesel fu-
el. We need the oil Canada 
is offering us and we need 
a government that rewards 
the American spirit through 
work and ambition, not more 
restrictions.

On the other hand I just 
might be willing to pay $5 
per gallon to get this presi-
dent out of office.
Jeanne hansen
Frankfort

Our union’s 
in a sad state

To the Editor:
The State of Hypocri-

sy would have been a more 
relevant title for President 
Obama’s last State of the 
Union report.

A neglected America, an 
exploited citizenry, a mis-
guided foreign policy, an ir-
responsible deficit, a tyran-
nical debt, lobbyists/legisla-
tors by the score, and a stag-
nant Congress controlled 
by the old incumbents who 
have pillaged America de-
fine the State of Our Union.

Moreover, corporations 
and money now have free-
dom of speech with privacy.  
Secret donors and indecent 
sums of money will elect the 
next president and reelect 
the old incumbents.

Talking money with 
strings attached is the only 
real threat to our democrat-
ic republic.  The late Gate-
wood Galbraith and Abra-
ham Lincoln demonstrated 
that threat right out in plain 
view.

Last fall, Gatewood Gal-
braith stood at the intersec-
tion of Huntertown and Lex-
ington Roads holding up a 
cardboard placard.  If perse-
verance is a predictor of per-
formance, and it is, he would 
have made an excellent gov-
ernor.

If Abraham Lincoln were 
a presidential candidate in 
this era of human-like cor-
porations and talking mon-
ey, he would also stand at in-
telligently selected intersec-
tions and hold up his card-
board placard, and he would 
have made one of our great-
est presidents.

An electoral fumigation 
of Congress and the White 
House is the first step in the 
rehabilitation of America.  
Only an objective-minded 
electorate teamed with sim-
ple honesty has the power to 
implement that step.
shafTer bailey
Lawrenceburg

Government 
cheats poor

To the Editor:
This is a poor state with 

a government that has poli-
cies in place to excuse steal-
ing from the poor. I am one 
person and the following 
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