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Bat boys Christian Yates, left, and Zach Ball, listened to the national anthem alongside Legends hitting coach Josh Bonifay and Legends 
 manager Ivan DeJesus, right. Christian worked from the Kannapolis dugout, and Zach worked the game from the Legends dugout. 

CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

FRANKFORT — Kentucky will create an 
independent panel of experts to review cases 
of children who have been killed or severely 
injured as a result of abuse and neglect, Gov. 
Steve Beshear announced Monday.

The decision came as the Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services released thou-
sands of pages of documents Monday that 
detail the state’s involvement with dozens of 
children who were killed or nearly killed as a 
result of abuse and neglect. Still, the cabinet 
continues to withhold some case files and has 
redacted large portions of others. 

It filed an appeal Monday with the Ken-
tucky Supreme Court after a crucial legal 
decision last week in a lengthy court battle 
between the state and Kentucky’s two larg-
est newspapers, the Lexington Herald-Leader 
and The Courier-Journal of Louisville. The 
newspapers sued the state for access to social 
worker case files on children who were killed 
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PANEL CREATED TO OVERSEE 
CABINET’S FILES ON CHILDREN 

By Beth Musgrave
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

See CHILDREN, A2

A BAT BOY’S JOB: 
‘ALWAYS HUSTLE’

Legends treat hardworking teens as part of the team

Christian Yates returned a bat 
to the Intimidators dugout as 
part of his duties.

Zach Ball joked with the home 
plate umpire. Being a bat boy 
taught him assertiveness. 

It’s 90 minutes before the 
first pitch of the Lexington 
Legends’ game, and Zach Ball 
and Christian Yates are roam-
ing Whitaker Bank Ballpark.

Christian pounds muddy 
cleats against the ground 
and soaps them clean. Zach 
dashes to the box office with 
up-to-date ticket information. 
Moments later, Christian 
stocks the dugout with paper 
cups. Zach carries a load of 
towels to the clubhouse laun-
dry room.

Much like the players, bat 
boys Zach, 13, and Christian, 
14, are preparing for the Leg-
ends’ 12:05 p.m. game against 

the Kannapolis Intimidators. 
However, Zach and Christian 
will have much different roles 
than the players for the Sin-
gle-A affiliate of the Houston 
Astros.

Well into the second half 
of their 70-game season, the 
Legends have hired seven or 
eight bat boys to work each 
game. Zach and Christian be-
gan working regularly for the 
club since this summer.

The teens can’t hide their 
excitement as they slip on 
their uniforms a half-hour be-
fore the Wednesday game.

“I feel good,” Christian 
said, asking whether the “26” 
on his back is visible. “I feel 

By Daniel Moore
dmoore@herald-leader.com

See BAT BOYS, A2

 CINCINNATI — President 
Barack Obama and former Gov. 
Mitt Romney escalated their 
running battle over capitalism, 
integrity and the economy Mon-
day as each sought to portray 

the other as part of the nation’s 
problem rather than its solu-
tion.

At a freewheeling town-hall-
style meeting with supporters, 
Obama took aim at Romney’s 
corporate tax proposals, saying 
they would create jobs overseas 
rather than at home. Romney’s 

campaign accused Obama of 
“crony capitalism” by using gov-
ernment resources to reward 
 donors at the expense of the 

middle class.
The sharp exchanges came 

after a week in which the presi-
dent’s campaign pounded away 
at Romney for his business deal-
ings while leading a Boston-
based private equity firm and 
his refusal to release more than 
two years of his personal tax 
returns. In focusing Monday on 

PRESIDENT AND ROMNEY STEP UP CAMPAIGN ATTACKS

Obama on offensive during Cincinnati stop
By Peter Baker 

and Michael D. Shear
The New York Times

See CAMPAIGN, A8

Brief stop in Ky.: Obama and Beshear 
discuss bridge funding. Page A3

A federal judge held Kentucky’s Cabinet 
for Health and Family Services in contempt 
Monday.

U.S. Senior Judge Karl Forester said in an 
order that the decision was for the Cabinet’s 
refusal to process requests by patients to trans-
fer away from Coventry Cares, a managed-care 
organization, in light of Coventry’s impending 
termination of its provider contract with Ap-
palachian Regional Healthcare.

“The Court concludes that ARH estab-
lished by clear and convincing evidence that 
the Cabinet violated Court orders to process 
thousands of requests by ARH patients to 
transfer from Coventry to WellCare of Ken-
tucky Inc. for ‘cause’ in an expeditious man-

ARH PATIENTS’ TRANSFERS STALLED 

Cabinet held in 
contempt over 

Coventry exodus  
By Valarie Honeycutt Spears

vhoneycutt@herald-leader.com
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KITTY WELLS, 1919-2012

Country music legend
1952 hit Honky Tonk Angels was 
first No. 1 song by a female soloist 
on the country charts . Page A8
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Hysterectomy incisions that used to be the length of
this ad are now the length of this paper clip.
Trained surgeons at Saint Joseph Hospital are now performing gynecological procedures

with Kentucky’s first high definition da Vinci® Surgical Robot System. Benefits may

include reduced pain and bleeding, minimal scarring, and a much faster recovery.

LearnAboutDaVinci.com
859.313.4746


