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violins | Group will play in the school’s spring recital Thursday
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Storms Slam West Coast

Sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy

Active weather will shift back to the West as a pair of storms will 
provide widespread precipitation from Washington through 
California.  Rain will also press through the Ohio Valley and parts 
of the Mississippi Valley.
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Chicago
48° | 66°

Seattle
54° | 65°

San Francisco
55° | 64°

Los Angeles
57° | 67°

El Paso
60° | 91°

Houston
63° | 85°

Denver
54° | 81°

Billings
53° | 75°

Atlanta
49° | 77°

Miami
59° | 81°

Washington D.C.
45° | 68°

New York
44° | 63°Detroit

40° | 61°

Minneapolis
51° | 68°

FRANkFORT CONDITIONs

Yesterday’s high .  .  .  .  .  .  . 60
Yesterday’s low .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 37
Normal high  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .69
Normal low .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46
record high .  .  .  .  .  . 88(1914)
record low . .  .  .  .  .  . 27(1986)

Today

Local records

PRECIPITATION
Yesterday .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0 .00
Month’s total .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 .59
Normal month to date . 2 .69
Year’s total .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 .43
Normal year to date .  . . 13 .62

SUNRISE/SUNSET
Sunset today  . . . . . . . . .8:25 p .m .
Sunrise tomorrow 6:50 a .m .
Sunset tomorrow  .8:26 p .m .
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Tonight/Wednesday
Wednesday, April 25

City/Region
Low | High tempsForecast for

Paducah
53° | 82°

Memphis
60° | 84°

Nashville
51° | 78°

Louisville
47° | 75°

Chattanooga
49° | 78°

Knoxville
47° | 74°

Bristol
40° | 69°

Lexington
44° | 70°

Weather Underground • AP

Tonight | Wednesday
low i High temperatures for the city and Kentucky region

Partly cloudy.

WEATHER Wednesday

42˚
20% chance of storms, 
partly sunny.

72˚
59˚

Thursday

50% chance of storms.

72˚
49˚

Friday

30% chance of rain.

64˚
51˚

Saturday

40% chance of storms 
and showers.

73˚
53˚Summary of the week ahead:

Cloudy skies and chances for showers and storms 
through the weekend .

HannaH Reel/HReel@state-jouRnal.com                

Violin ensemble instructor alicia lyles leads her students in a song during rehearsal at elkhorn elementary school. 

but many of them seemed to 
know the songs by heart at 
this point.

The group of 19 budding 
violin players is the only 
strings program in Frank-
lin County Public Schools, 
Lyles said after the hour-long 
session ended and the kids 
headed home.

Lyles, who majored in vio-
lin and voice at college, ap-
proached Principal David 
Scholl in the summer of 2010, 
asking if she could buy a set 
of violins for her music class-
es. The instruments, she rea-
soned, could teach kids about 
the elements of music and vi-
olin use across cultures.

Scholl agreed, and Lyles 
went about finding funding 
for the violins, which cost 
about $150 each. The school’s 
general fund, Parent Teacher 
Organization and Family Re-
source Center all pitched in 
to buy 13 instruments in De-
cember 2010.

She later landed a grant 
through the Herbert D. 
Liebman Memorial Founda-
tion to purchase two more vi-
olins. The foundation honors 
Liebman, a former Franklin 
County Board of Education 
member and attorney.

Lyles began teaching 
the violin to more than 100 
fourth- and fifth-graders 
during regular music classes. 
Scholl asked her to organize 
a performance for a school 
board meeting in November, 
so she picked a select group 

who showed natural talent 
or the passion to learn.

“It was so much fun and 
such a joy that we made it a 
regular thing,” she said.

“It’s one more resource for 
the kids to get a real instru-
ment in their hands.”

The program is free and 
voluntary. 

More than half of Elkhorn 
students are low-income, 

and Lyles said that means 
many of them would never 
have a chance to play an in-
strument because they can’t 
afford to rent or buy one.

The ensemble practices 
twice a month after school, 
and the kids have played 
several events at their school 
this year. They even hit the 
road a few weeks ago to per-
form for preschoolers at the 

Early Learning Village.
Three of the kids have 

taken such a liking to the in-
strument that they received 
violins for Christmas or their 
birthdays. That enables them 
to practice at home and keep 
playing the violin after they 
leave Elkhorn Elementary 
for middle school.

Amber Crutchfield, 12, 
now has her own violin, and 
says she plays it almost every 
day. She’s moved up from 
lullabies to country music, 
learning songs by the Zac 
Brown Band to play for her 
mom.

“It was something to fill 
the space in,” the fifth-grad-
er said of her decision to join 
the ensemble. 

“When I don’t have any-
thing to do, I play the violin, 
and it makes me happy.”

The fifth-grader said she 
hopes to someday earn a col-
lege scholarship for violin. 
She said she takes good care 
of her instrument and keeps 
it in a “secret space” where 
it’s safe.

Fourth-grader Zoey Park-
er, 10, said she joined the en-
semble so she could learn 
more about instruments and 

master a new skill. She plays 
fiddle and guitar with her 
“pops,” grandfather Lucian 
Parker.

“It’s fun because you get to 
feel special because you get 
picked for the ensemble,” she 
said. “You get to learn new 
skills.”

Zoey is proud to say she 
has a violin solo Thursday 
in the school’s spring recit-
al, during “Reflection” from 
Disney movie “Mulan.” 

The song will be part of 
Disney Spectacular, which 
will feature musical perfor-
mances by the violin ensem-
ble and other Elkhorn Ele-
mentary students.

The event is free and open 
to the public. Primary grades 
will perform at 6 p.m. and 
fourth- and fifth-graders will 
take the stage at 6:45 p.m.

Violin enSemble 
memberS

Laryn Bishop
Thelma Boateng
Amber Crutchfield
Sydney Donovan
MaKenna Falor
Sam Feldman
Amber Ferrell
Wyatt Flick
Adyson Gatewood
Chloe Greenidge
Emily Lopez
Noah Lyles
Sam Manzo
Nicole Midkiff
Dina Nurkovic
Zoey Parker
Delainee Partee
John Roque-Acosta
Hanna Waller

Friday morning after a stu-
dent saw the weapons on the 
school bus and told Assis-
tant Principal Keith Embry, 
Buecker said.

Embry contacted school 
resource officer Montey 
Chappell, isolated the stu-
dent involved and ordered a 
lockdown.

The student was found 
with a large hunting knife 
and a BB gun that resembled 
a .45-caliber handgun.

Officials told The State 
Journal they don’t know 
why the student brought the 
weapons to school, or what 
he planned to do with them.

“We only know that the 
night before, he and two oth-
er students who attend The 
Academy had planned to do 
something,” Buecker said. 

She said the school dis-

trict is “already address-
ing” punishment for the two 
other students who were in-
volved.

Sheriff Pat Melton told 
The State Journal that the 
weapons were stolen from 
Walmart. The student re-
moved the orange plastic 
cap from the barrel of the BB 
gun so it looked like a real 
pistol, he said.

“It’s unclear at this time 
what his intent was,” Melton 
said.

Melton said the school 
was on lockdown from about 
10:15 to 11:05 a.m. while 
school officials searched the 
student in question. He was 
taken into custody without 
incident.

Buecker emailed staff 
and school board members 
Monday to commend them 
for how they handled the sit-

uation.
“Although it took some 

time to find the weapons, 
the other students were safe-
ly locked in their classrooms 
during the search,” Buecker 
wrote.

“The student in posses-
sion of the weapons was 
taken into custody without 
incident – thanks to Officer 
Chappell. The system ran 
like clockwork – and kudos 
to all of you for your swift 
action in following the pro-
cedures we practice during 
our drills.”

Melton agreed.
“Everything went great,” 

he said this morning. “I was 
really, really pleased with 
the way the school adminis-
trators, the teachers and the 
staff cooperated with the 
Sheriff’s Office.”

lockdown | Officials say 
they don’t know what plan was
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Another student saw the weapons on the school bus.

City Commission • State Representative (56th District)
Mayor • U.S. Congress Representative (6th District)

This section will be published in The State Journal
and the AdVantage May 7 and reach over 85% of 

Franklin County!
Meet the Candidates. Why do they want the offi ce?
What are the issues, and where does each candidate stand?
Why is this election so important? How do these offi ces affect you?
Where do you vote? What do fi rst time voters need to know?

Plus: We will get answers to your questions from the candidates. 
Submit your questions to kzyskowski@state-journal.com. All 

questions must be received by Monday, April 16.

To reserve your ad space in Primary Election 2012,
contact Retail Advertising at 502-227-4556.

Advertising Deadline: April 30, 2012.
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