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safety | Residents worried after witnessing elderly couple wreck
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play” sign is not specified in 
the manual.

Hackbart says that specif-
ic sign is not enforceable, be-
cause there is no speed limit 
that corresponds with it.

“It might give a false sense 
of security … that would 
be my concern as a parent,” 
Hackbart said.

Commissioner Michael 
Turner says he sees the sign 
as a reminder to drivers in-
stead of security for parents. 

“When I see that sign, I 
look down to make sure I 
monitor my speed and I look 
around to see if there are kids 
in the area,” Turner said.

“You are really trying to 
communicate this to the 
driver … to be extra cau-
tious; I never knew there was 
a question as to what that 
sign meant.” 

Ray Wingate and Willis 
Wells also talked about slow-
ing traffic in town, and their 
concerns increased after an 
April 16 wreck on Schenkel 
Lane.

Lauren HaLLow/LHaLLow@state-journaL.com 

a makeshift memorial of flowers, stuffed animals and a pair of shoes sits in front of charlie 
semones’ house on excel court monday. charlie, 6, died april 14 when he was hit by an suV while 
riding his bike.

An elderly couple and  a 
Louisville man were taken 
to the hospital after the cou-

ple’s car flipped at an Indian 
Hills intersection.

“I saw two people in the 

car turned upside down, and 
their seatbelts were holding 
them, and it just grieved me 

that someone would have to 
go through that,” Wingate 
said.

He says he lives near the 
intersection, and motorists 
do not see vehicles on Schen-
kel Lane until they are about 
15 feet into the intersection.

 “I think it requires that 
we understand that we can 
do something – we can’t 
do everything – but we can 
do things in increments,” 
Wingate said about traffic in 
residential areas.

Wells suggested a study 
be conducted in the Indi-
an Hills neighborhood be-
cause Hackbart said the cur-
rent numbers are based on a 
study completed three years 
ago.

Commissioner Bill May 
asked city staff to provide 
the regulations that have 
prevented staff from put-
ting up signs and stop lights 
on these streets to clarify for 
some citizens.

The City Commission al-
so:
nCreated a sustainability 

coordinator position to find 

avenues for the city to save on 
energy costs. The salary will 
range from $37,850 –$59,417 
in addition to benefits.
nApproved an ordinance 

that will allow landlords to 
waive the responsibility of 
the pay-as-you-throw gar-
bage program fines to their 
tenants.

Landlords will still have 
the responsibility of the 
monthly $4 and $12 fees for 
service; however, tenants 
will be fined for any misuse 
of garbage collection under 
the program.
nPassed a resolution to 

support John and Martha 
Gray in their application for 
a Kentucky Community De-
velopment Block Grant to 
renovate the Old Y on Bridge 
Street.

The city will have no fis-
cal responsibility with this 
grant.
nRecognized the winners 

of the 2013 Reforest Frank-
fort Logo contest. Tariq Ona-
du, a student at Western Hills 
High School, won first place. 

judicial center | Board has stopped law firm’s work at this time
over – for now.

Collins said the board has 
put Stites & Harbison PLLC 
on the backburner. The 
Frankfort law firm, which 
specializes in construction 

law, was hired at the end of 
last year to investigate the 
project’s change orders. 

“We’re learning from the 
questions (Stites & Harbi-
son) asked, and we’ll be get-
ting some explanations,” 

Collins told The State Jour-
nal. 

“We have stopped their 
work at this time … not to 
say we won’t re-engage them 
– we just kind of put them on 
hold for awhile.”

In other action Monday, 
the board voted to proceed 
with restoring the clock tow-
er in the 1835 courthouse. 

David Neal, who the 
board referred to as “The 
Clock Man,” will be brought 

on to take the clock’s inner 
workings and gears out of 
the tower and into the new 
judicial center’s lobby.

 The clock’s “motor” will 
be displayed in a glass case 
for the public. Neal, who 

owns Tower Clock Restora-

tion and Repair in Stanford, 

did a similar project for the 

new Henry County Court-

house.
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in June 2008 after an inves-

tigation by Frankfort police, 

according to a news release.
He was booked in May 

2010, according to the Frank-
lin County Regional Jail web-

site. He is currently lodged 

there on a $10,000 bond to 

await formal sentencing. 
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sodomy | 63-year-old was 
charged with the crime June 2008

By Kyle HiGHtoWer
AssOCIATED PREss

SANFORD, Fla. (AP) 
– While George Zimmer-
man is free on bail, the po-
lice chief criticized for not 
charging him after Trayvon 
Martin’s slaying remains 
under scrutiny, as city com-
missioners want to wait for 
the results of a federal in-
vestigation to decide if they 
will accept Chief Bill Lee’s 
resignation.

It could take months be-
fore Sanford city commis-
sioners have the informa-
tion they say they need.

That’s because the U.S. 
Department of Justice is ex-
pected to make a thorough 
analysis of how the city’s 
police department han-
dled the investigation in-
to the Feb. 26 killing of the 
17-year-old Martin, includ-
ing studying when officers 
arrived to the scene of the 
shooting to the actions that 
Lee and other officials took 
in their ultimate decision 
not to arrest Zimmerman. 
Lee remains on paid leave.

“The city commission 
spoke,” city manager Nor-
ton Bonaparte said. “They 
were not ready to have the 
resignation. So we’ll move 
forward.”

Meanwhile, the city 
needs someone to lead its 
police department. Mayor 
Jeff Triplett ‚Äî one of the 
three city officials who vot-
ed 3-2 Monday not to accept 
Lee’s resignation ‚Äî said 
he’d like to see an interim 
police chief serve before the 
commission makes a final 
decision on Lee’s proposed 
resignation.

An interim chief could 
be hired as early as next 
week, Bonaparte said. He 
hedged, however, when he 
was asked if he thought an 
interim chief could be ef-
fective.

“That’ll be up to the 
community,” he said. “It’s 
a challenge. ... We’ll move 
forward to see if we can 
get a speedy investigation 
from the United States De-
partment of Justice or some 

other entities. That’s what 
I heard from the city com-
mission.”

Bonapa r te present-
ed commissioners with a 
signed resignation agree-
ment that he prepared with 
Lee prior to Monday’s meet-
ing. Lee stepped down tem-
porarily in March because 
he said he wanted to let 
emotions cool in the after-
math of Martin’s slaying.

It seemed likely com-
missioners would sign off 
on Lee’s resignation ‚Äî af-
ter all, they previously gave 
him a “no confidence vote.” 
Yet the panel decided not 
to accept the resignation 
agreement, which would 
have included four months 
of severance for Lee. The 
majority of commissioners 
said they wanted to wait for 
the outside investigation to 
conclude.

The lack of an arrest in 
the Martin case led to pro-
tests across the nation and 
spurred a debate about 
race and the laws of self-
defense. Zimmerman’s fa-
ther is white and his moth-
er is from Peru. Martin was 
black. The shooting also 
led to the local prosecutor 
recusing himself from the 
case, prompting the gover-
nor to appoint special pros-
ecutor Angela Corey, who 
eventually charged Zim-
merman.

The majority of commis-
sioners Monday blamed the 
polarization over the Mar-
tin case and its handling by 
the police department on 
outside groups. Lee’s sup-
porters wore “Bring Back 
Billy” T-shirts to the meet-
ing, though there were de-
tractors as well.

“I’m disappointed but 
not surprised,” said Velma 
Williams, the lone black 
representative on the com-
mission who voted to ac-
cept the resignation.

Earlier Monday, Zimmer-
man, who slipped out of jail 
on $150,000 bail in the ear-
ly morning darkness, went 
back into hiding and likely 
fled to another state to avoid 

threats as he awaits his sec-
ond-degree murder trial. He 
has entered a written plea of 
not guilty.

Martin was unarmed 
and was walking back to the 
home of his father’s fian-
cee’s home when Zimmer-
man saw him, called police 
and began following him. A 
fight broke out ‚Äî investiga-
tors say it is unknown who 
started it.

Zimmerman says Mar-
tin, who was visiting from 
Miami, attacked him. Zim-
merman says he shot Martin 
in self-defense, citing Flori-
da’s “stand your ground” 
law, which gives broad legal 
protection to anyone who 
says they used deadly force 
because they feared death 
or great bodily harm.

Zimmerman was not 
charged for more than six 
weeks, sparking nationwide 
protests.

Even though authorities 
can pinpoint Zimmerman’s 
location with a GPS ankle 
bracelet that he must wear 
round the clock, the public 
may not see him again for 
some time. Zimmerman 
has waived his appearance 
at his upcoming arraign-
ment next month, so he 
can stay underground if he 
wants.

“He’s doing well, he’s 
very glad to be out, trying to 
get settled in, still worried 
about his safety, but, you 
know, talking to his fam-
ily and feeling much bet-
ter than being in” jail, Zim-
merman’s attorney, Mark 
O’Mara, said Monday night 
on CNN’s Anderson Cooper 
360.

O’Mara declined to say 
if Zimmerman was in Flor-
ida, only saying his client 
will travel to several loca-
tions for his safety. O’Mara 
did not immediately return 
phone calls Monday by The 
Associated Press.

associated Press writer mike sch-
neider in orlando, Fla. contributed to 
this article.
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