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By Jean Henry
The Garden Club of frankforT

Easter. Mother’s Day. 
Weddings. Fourth of July. Do 
you look forward to these oc-
casions for bringing family 
and friends together?  Is it a 
pleasure to bring out the spe-
cial accessories to decorate 
for the celebrations?

Members of the Garden 
Club of Frankfort are dedi-
cating their October Flow-
er Show to sharing ideas for 
special table decorations for 
holiday entertaining.  At the 
club’s meeting in April, Dor-
othy Wilson, a Master Flow-
er Show Judge, demonstrat-
ed some ideas for designing 
a breakfast tray for a special 
occasion. 

Flower Show exhibit com-
petition rules require that 
the tray include a decorative 
floral unit as well as the func-
tional accessories necessary 
for the meal.  This presents a 
challenge since the floral unit 
needs to be of a size that’s in 

correct scale with the table 
setting components as well 
as the tray itself.

The designer will need to 
search out small containers 
as well as plant material that 
is on a small scale. For con-
tainers Dorothy used small 
potteries made by her grand-
children, votive candlehold-
ers, and containers she had 
contrived herself from ob-
jects around the house. Plant 
material came from her gar-
den and included such things 
as dried poppy seed heads, 
foliage from sea oats, mus-
tard blooms, and hellebore 
flowers.

Dorothy said the hunt for 
the table’s functional com-
ponents is part of the plea-
sure she gets from doing ta-
ble designs. She pointed out 
that since it isn’t necessary 
to have complete place set-
tings it’s possible just to be 
on the lookout for that single, 
unique plate that will set the 
theme for the rest of the ex-

hibit.
The hunt could take you 

to flea markets, Goodwill 
stores, and yard sales.  And 
she also likes to be on the 
lookout for fabric samples 
and remnants that she can 
use to create her own place 
mats and napkins.  

Club members were also 
reminded that a flower show 
in October presents a bit of 
challenge for horticulture ex-
hibits.  In addition to garden 
horticulture an emphasis 
this year will be on container 
plants, dish gardens and ter-
rariums.  

Living in History 
Tour is June 9

Pat Geveden reported on 
plans for the annual Living 
in History tour set for June 9. 
There will be seven houses on 
the tour this year. Three are 
in downtown Frankfort and 
four are in the Two Creeks 

neighborhood.  The Frank-
fort Country Club, about to 
celebrate its 100th year, will 
be offering lunch ($15) to any-
one taking the tour and there 
will also be a shopper’s bou-
tique at the club featuring, 
among others, Jon Carloftis’ 
Rockcastle Trading Company 
and the Garden Club of Ken-
tucky’s Carriage House.

The tickets for the tour, 
also $15, will be available at 
any of the houses or at Tourist 
Center, 100 Capital Ave.  The 
featured garden this year is a 
professionally designed rain 
garden. Members were en-
couraged to sign up to help 
with hostess duties at the tour 
homes and also to start plan-
ning for their contributions to 
the “Surprise Bags” that will 
be available for purchase at 
each home. Each bag will sell 
for $5 but will offer about $10 
worth of surprises.  Proceeds 
from the tour, as always, will 
help fund beautification ef-
forts in our community.

Dorothy Wilson, left, shares ideas for 
designing a special occasion break-
fast tray as Donna Hopkins and Jean 
Henry look on. (Photo submitted)

Decorating tables for the holidays

By JennIFer FOrKer
for The assoCiaTed Press

Pinterest is a relative 
newcomer to social media, 
but it has changed the way 
that many crafters and do-
it-yourselfers organize and 
share ideas.

“It should be called ‘Jes-
sa Decker-Smith’s Inter-
ests.’ It’s made for me,” 
says Jessa Decker-Smith of 
Denver, who writes a craft 
blog called “Happily Home 
Sewn.” She says she spent 
“a solid two or three days 
obsessing” about Pinter-
est when she signed on a 
few months ago. She uses it 
to find, organize and share 
sewing projects and crafts, 
mostly, but also recipes, 
fashion and organizing tips.

Pinterest is an online 
pinboard to which you 
“pin” favorite pictures and 
ideas. It’s a public display of 
personal tastes and inter-
est. Subjects include travel, 
food, home decorating — 
whatever you can think of 
— but craft bloggers were 
among the first to catch the 
Pinterest bug, according to 
Lauren Indvik, an editor at 
the social media news blog 
Mashable.com.

Decker-Smith’s friend 
and fellow crafter Kristin 
Cunningham, of Colorado 
Springs, Colo., uses Pinter-
est for hunting down home-
schooling projects for her 
two young kids, and pins 
gardening ideas and work-
out routines. Both women 
like that the images they 
pin on Pinterest entice new 
readers to their blogs.

No matter how many 
times an item is re-pinned, 
viewers are taken to its 
original site — something 
that works well for me-
dia empires such as Mar-
tha Stewart Living, which 
employs “an army” of pin-
ners to keep it among the 
top brands getting pinned, 
according to Kelly Alfieri, 
digital editorial director 
for Martha Stewart Living. 
Other big names that get a 
lot of Pinterest play include 
Better Homes & Gardens, 
HGTV, Whole Foods Market 
and West Elm.

“Now we have a way for 
our images to be porta-

ble and have those imag-
es drive people back to the 
(web)site,” says Alfieri.

A nd because Mar-
tha Stewart Living editors 
can track which items get 
pinned and how often, they 
know that crafting is by far 
their most popular subject. 
Alfieri says about 22,000 
people follow Martha Stew-
art Living on Pinterest, but 
45,000 people keep track of 
its crafting boards.

“I think that’s the Pinter-
est audience,” says Alfieri. 
“It’s a lot of crafters.”

Success on Pinterest may 
lead to changes in the Mar-
tha Stewart Living maga-
zine and online site. Al-
though crafts have long 
been a focus, “We realize we 
have to ramp up our crafts 
on the website and in the 
magazine,” says Alfieri.

More than 80 percent 
of all Pinterest pins are re-
pins, Indvik says, meaning 
folks aren’t sharing original 
artwork and ideas - they’re 
mostly sharing the ideas of 
others.

Pinterest was launched 
in early 2010, and interest in 
it spiked about six months 
ago, says Indvik. Today, 
“Pinterest regularly sur-
passes Facebook and Twit-
ter as referrals” to Martha 
Stewart Living, says Alfieri.

The Pinterest charm - its 
breadth of ideas and imag-
es - can also be a viewer’s 
curse. Decker-Smith warns 
that you can get lost in the 
Pinterest world, as she did 
when she first joined. Cun-
ningham, who writes a 
blog called “Sewtastical-
ly Made,” warns against 
browsing and recommends 
following only a handful of 
people.

The site has made a 
crafter out of Donya Thorne 
Gardner Claycamp of Eliz-
abethtown, Ky. Battling 
breast cancer since the fall 
of 2010, Claycamp lost in-
terest in cooking and house 
cleaning. Her recent jump 
onto Pinterest changed 
that, and she started craft-
ing with her 5-year-old son.

Claycamp enjoys re-pin-
ning what others put out 
there. “I’m so proud that 
people like the things that I 
like!” she says with a laugh.

CrafTs

Crafters make 
Pinterest a 
community 
meeting place
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dear abby

Tattoo tribute draws criticism online from distant cousin
dear abby: Two weeks 

ago I got a memorial tattoo 
done for my beloved grand-
ma. It’s on my arm and says 
“in loving memory” at the 

top. Gram’s portrait is un-
derneath, and a beautiful 
poem my grandpa wrote for 
her is under the portrait. The 
tattoo artist did a phenome-

nal job! It looks just like her 
and I was thrilled with the 
results.

The problem is, I posted 
a picture on Facebook of the 

tattoo, and out of the blue 
a distant cousin sent me a 
message telling me that the 
tattoo was “selfish and at-
tention-seeking behavior”! 
He said he was hurt in more 
ways than one because of it.

Abby, I don’t understand. 
I love this tattoo. I wanted 
to honor the woman who 
meant so much to me. Did I 
honor her the wrong way like 
he says? Was I selfish? I’m so 
hurt, I guess I’m just looking 
for some input into this. My 
friends and family say he’s 
jealous and not to give it an-
other thought, but I’m ob-
sessing. Please help.

HONORING GRANDMA
dear HonorInG Grand-

Ma: Please accept my sym-
pathy for your obviously 
heartfelt loss. Your family 
and friends are correct that 
your cousin’s comments are 
out of line. You are not re-
sponsible for your cousin’s 
feelings, so stop obsessing. 
Whatever has hurt him “in 
more ways than one” is not 
your tattoo, or anything you 
posted on Facebook.

You say he is distant. Keep 
it that way and concentrate 
on something positive like 
the fact that you have hon-
ored your grandmother’s 
memory. 

Then go on and build a 
happy and constructive life. 
I’m sure that is what she 
would want you to do.

dear abby: My neigh-
bors’ teenage sons ask to 
borrow our lawn mower and 
other yard tools so they can 
make money cutting the 
grass for other neighbors. 
What do we do?

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR
dear neIGHbor: How 

responsible are the boys? 
If they can be trusted with 
your lawn mower and other 
yard tools and you’re kind-
hearted, allow them to use 
the items with the under-
standing that they will be 
returned to you in the same 
condition in which they 
were borrowed. 

Then have them cut your 
lawn as a way of showing 
their appreciation.

dear abby: My co-work-
er “Oscar” is a grouchy, bit-
ter man. His cubicle is close 
to mine, so I can hear every-
thing he says. He constantly 
talks about other employees 
and even about the owners 
of the company.

Oscar’s general bitterness 
and poor attitude constant-
ly bring me down. I have 
tried tuning him out, unsuc-
cessfully. I don’t like being 
subjected to this daily, but 
I don’t know what I can do 
about it. Please help. 

NEEDS POSITIVITY 
IN LEXINGTON, KY.

dear needs PosITIVITy: 
The first thing you should 
do is tell Oscar that you can 
hear every word he’s saying 
because he may not know 
that he’s being overheard. 
Tell him his conversations 
are distracting and ask him 
to stop. If he does not com-
ply, complain to a supervi-
sor. And if your complaint is 
not acted upon, bring head-
phones, if it’s allowed, so you 
won’t be subjected to the 
daily dose of negativity.


