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Kentucky-born Alben W. Barkley 
was the oldest United States Vice 
President when he assumed office in 
1949. He was 71 years old. Kentucky&
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Man charged 
with DUI after 
Monday wreck
State Journal Staff report

A man has been charged 
with driving under the influ-
ence after a wreck on Holmes 
Street Monday afternoon, ac-
cording to Frankfort police.

Mark Harrod, 44, drove 
a green 1998 Dodge Cara-
van northbound on Holmes 
Street around 3:15 p.m. when 
he crossed the centerline at 
722 Holmes Street and hit 
Bo Hardin, 44, who was driv-
ing a 2004 Pontiac Grand Am 
with the Commonwealth 
Cab company, Maj. Fred De-
aton said.

Harrod initially refused 
treatment, and police gave 
him a Breathalyzer test at the 
scene.

Both drivers were taken to 
Frankfort Regional Medical 
Center for treatment. 

Upon his release, Harrod 
was arrested and charged 
with DUI. He’s in Franklin 
County Regional Jail on a 
$220 bond. 

Woman says 
she saw UFOs, 
to appear on 
talk show

A Frankfort woman who 
says she’s seen 30 UFOs in 
one night will appear on An-
derson Cooper’s daytime talk 
show today.

Brittany Fields, 21, will ap-
pear alongside Jennifer Mor-
gan, 22, of Lawrenceburg, on 
“Anderson,” which airs 4 p.m. 
today on WKYT. The two say 
they followed a UFO down a 
rural highway. The women 
will be hypnotized by Tonya 
Dunn, of Knifely, Ky., on the 
show.

The show will feature 
other UFO skeptics and be-
lievers, including one who 
sent a tree branch to a lab 
after a UFO sprayed it with 
“space dust.” Actor Topher 
Grace, who will discuss his 
off-Broadway debut and new 
movie with Robert DiNiro, 
“The Giant Mechanical 
man,” will also appear. 

FIS to consider 
staffing policy

The Frankfort Indepen-
dent Board of Education will 
meet Thursday at 6 p.m. at 
Central Office, 506 W. Sec-
ond St., Suite 2.

Agenda items include re-
ports on personnel, facili-
ties, food services and Title 
IX for athletic programs. The 
board will consider the trea-
surer’s report and a waiver 
of the Frankfort High School 
staffing policy that stipulates 
a full-time librarian. The 
school council has requested 
the waiver to reduce the posi-
tion to part-time.

Envision 
winners 
honored

A reception to honor the 
recipients of the 2012 En-
vision Awards will be held 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. on the 
third f loor of the McClure 
Building, 306 W. Main St.  

Winners are chosen on the 
basis of their contributions 
to community development, 
downtown revitalization, 
historic preservation, walk-
ability and transportation.  

The public is invited to join 
Envision Franklin County 
in honoring this year’s win-
ners: Joe and John Dunn/the 
McClure Building, the First 
United Methodist Church ad-
dition, Betty Burriss, River-
view Trail/City of Frankfort 
and Hearn Elementary.

By Kevin Wheatley
kwheatley@State-Journal.com

When police and coun-
ty health officials collect 
unused prescription pills 
this Saturday, they won’t be 
alone.

The Franklin County 
Health Department, 851 
East-West Connector Road, 
and Kentucky State Po-
lice Post 12, 1250 Louisville 
Road, will be two of 75 drop-
off locations for the Drug En-
forcement Administration’s 
National Prescription Drug 
Take-Back Day from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday.

Frankfort police and the 
health department have 
partnered with the DEA to 
dispose of unused medica-
tion since March 2010. So far, 
medication disposal days 
have netted about 250,000 
doses, Frankfort Police Chief 
Walter Wilhoite said at a news 
conference Monday.

“This is effective, and it’s 
easy to do,” he said.

Federal, state and local of-
ficials touted the statewide 
initiative as a tool to curb 
prescription drug abuse. 
Speakers noted that at least 
three Kentuckians die each 
day from prescription drug 
overdoses, and Wilhoite said 
locally some burglars have 
targeted medicine cabinets 
over other valuables.

J. Michael Brown, secre-
tary of the Justice and Public 
Safety Cabinet, said realtors 
tell homeowners in some ar-
eas to lock up their medicine 
cabinets before showing 
their homes. 

“It’s been demonstrated 
that about 70 percent of the 
people who get into abuse 
of pills, they don’t get it from 
the dealer on the corner,” he 
said.

 “They get it from a relative 
or out of a medicine cabinet 
because we haven’t, as a soci-
ety, learned how to quite deal 
with leftover pills.”

Paula Alexander, direc-
tor of the Franklin County 
Health Department, called 
prescription drug abuse 
a “serious, serious public 
health problem.”

The prescription drug 
take-back program was rec-
ognized by the National As-
sociation of County and City 
Health Officials as a prom-
ising practice at its national 
conference in July, Alexan-
der said.

State police have collected 
almost 1,100 pounds at its 16 
posts since they began par-
ticipating in the program, 
KSP Commissioner Rodney 
Brewer said.

Drop offs will be anony-
mous, he said.

“It is a safe environment to 
drop these off,” Brewer said. 
“There’s virtually no ques-
tions asked. We just want 
to get those drugs out of the 
medicine cabinets that aren’t 
being used anymore, and 
we’re 100 percent behind this 
program.”

Those who drop off un-
used medications at the 
health department Saturday 
will receive a window cling, 
which says prescription pills 
have been disposed, to show 
they participated in the pro-
gram.

Sites will not accept nee-
dles, chemotherapy drugs 
or radioactive or hazardous 
materials. For more infor-
mation locally, contact Maj. 
Fred Deaton with Frankfort 
police at 875-8523 or email 
fdeaton@frankfort.ky.gov.

For a complete listing of 
drop-off locations around 
the state, visit deadiversion.
usdoj.gov/drug_disposal/
takeback/index.html.

Take-Back 
Day helps 
keep drugs 
out of 
harm’s way

By Kevin Wheatley
kwheatley@State-Journal.com

K ay Scot t  hopes 
“Zeitoun,” a book about a 
Syrian-American and the 
injustices he faced during 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina, touches the lives 
of those who picked up a 
copy at The Kings Center 
Monday night.

Scott hosted a New Or-
leans-themed party, com-
plete with homemade jam-
balaya, the Spike Lee doc-
umentary “When the Lev-
ies Broke” and 20 copies 
of Dave Eggers’ novel, in 
celebration of World Book 
Night, an event where tens 
of thousands of “givers” in 
the U.S. and United King-
dom handed out copies of 
select books to reluctant 
readers.

At least a dozen giv-
ers planned to hand out 
books at various locales 
in the community, such as 
Wilkinson Street School, 
the Franklin County Wom-
en’s Shelter and churches. 

Scott, a retired English 
teacher at Frankfort High 
School, said the event was 
tailor-made for her because 
of her love of reading and 
literature. Givers had to 
choose from a list of about 
30 books, and “Zeitoun,” 
a book she called “power-
ful,” immediately grabbed 
her attention.

“I knew it would be a 
book some people wouldn’t 
be familiar with and I 
could share it with them, 
and that’s the whole point 
of World Book Night,” Scott 
said. “Their whole goal is 
that people who love to 
read and love books will 
share that love with some-
one else.

“It’s person-to-person.”
Scott also had copies of 

Maya Angelou’s “I Know 
Why the Caged Bird Sings” 
available, thanks to a ship-
ping error. She taught the 
book during her days at 
Frankfort High, she said.

About a dozen people 
filtered into The Kings 
Center Monday night and 
heard excerpts of “Zeitoun” 
read aloud between Spike 
Lee’s Hurricane Katrina 

Cajun flair spices up book giveaway 

KeVin WHeAtley/KWHeAtley@StAte-joUrnAl.com

jerry Deaton reads an excerpt from the beginning of “Zeitoun” 
by Dave eggers at the Kings center.

KeVin WHeAtley/KWHeAtley@StAte-joUrnAl.com

mark thornewill, left, and Donna jackson watch Spike lee’s documentary “When the levies 
Broke” at the Kings center during World Book night monday.

documentary and bites of the 
spicy Creole dish. 

Scott, a volunteer at the 
Kings Center, said she chose 
the site to reach more people 
in the South Frankfort com-
munity. She had posters ad-
vertising the event hung at 
downtown stores, Kentucky 
State University and Frank-
fort High School. She al-
so emailed friends and ad-
vertised through the South 
Frankfort Neighborhood As-
sociation.

For next year’s World Book 
Night, Scott hopes the dozen 
or so Franklin County giv-
ers will meet as a group and 
strategize together. They re-
cently met at Paul Sawyier 
Public Library to discuss in-
dividual plans for World Book 
Night Monday, she said.

“I think what we want 
to do first is find out what 
worked and what didn’t work, 
then get together and dis-
cuss what people did that re-
ally worked and share those 
ideas,” she said. The group 
could also talk about loca-
tions that worked or might 
work for finding reluctant 
readers. After all, that’s the 
purpose of World Book Night 
– reaching out and helping 
others discover the magic of 
reading.

“It’s people saying, ‘Here, I 
want to give you something 
because it really meant a lot 

to me and I think it’ll mean 
a lot to you,’” Scott said. 
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LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) – 
Former President Bill Clin-
ton said Monday that the 
most effective way to pro-
tect the environment is to 
show that it can be good 
business, giving some Ken-
tucky students a pragmat-
ic lesson in combating cli-
mate change and promot-
ing sustainability.

Clinton spoke to several 
thousand students, parents, 
teachers and others at Rupp 
Arena at the invitation of a 
Lexington high school stu-
dent who helps lead the 
Bluegrass Youth Sustain-
ability Council, a coalition 
of students from public and 
private high schools in Fay-
ette County.

The council’s members 
shared the stage with Clin-
ton, and the former presi-
dent said their efforts to 
promote sustainability 
should be emulated across 
the country.

“Don’t say, ‘These are a 
bunch of idealistic kids, and 
when they grow up, they’ll 
know better,’” Clinton said. 
“They’re on to something. 
This is good economics. 
Changing the way we pro-
duce and consume energy 
and deal with local resourc-
es is the single most impor-
tant thing we can do to cre-
ate jobs in America today.”

Clinton, the last Demo-
crat to carry Kentucky in a 
presidential election, said 
that to make inroads in 
curtailing climate change 
and making sustainabil-
ity more mainstream, the 
country needs to be sold on 
the economic value of such 
initiatives.

“We are not going to ad-
dress this adequately un-
less we can develop an eco-
nomic model that proves 
it’s good business,” he said.

The U.S. military, for in-
stance, has made reducing 
its carbon footprint a prior-
ity because it’s seen as good 
economics, he said. Some 
corporate giants also have 
joined the effort. When 
Wal-Mart reduced its pack-
aging sizes by 5 percent, 
that had the equivalent im-
pact of taking 211,000 die-
sel trucks off the roads, he 
said.

Other countries expand-
ed their economies while 
embracing sustainability, 
he said. Germany, Den-
mark, Sweden and the Unit-
ed Kingdom all outpace the 
U.S. in business formation 
rates and wages and had 
lower unemployment rates 
for a decade while chang-
ing the way they consumed 
energy, Clinton said. The 
Germans created hundreds 
of thousands of jobs with 
the country’s focus on solar 

panels, he said.
Clinton offered some 

suggestions for projects in 
the U.S. that he said would 
create jobs and reduce en-
ergy consumption.

Retrofitting schools and 
local government build-
ings was one suggestion. 
Another would be to apply 
white paint to every flat-
roof building covered in 
black tar. That alone would 
reduce summer air-condi-
tioning bills by up to 20 per-
cent, he said.

Entrepreneurs delving 
into energy efficiency prod-
ucts and initiatives could 
attract considerable capital 
investments that could pro-
duce high-wage jobs and 
spinoff businesses, Clinton 
said.

“If we had more positive 
opportunities for positive 
investment, wealthy people 
would take those opportu-
nities,” he said.

The issue of developing 
alternative energy and cut-
ting greenhouse emissions 
is a sensitive one in Ken-
tucky, which is among the 
nation’s top coal produc-
ers. Clinton offered some 
assurances to Kentucky’s 
coal sector.

“We’re not going to stop 
using oil, we’re not going to 
stop using coal, we’re going 
to be glad we’ve got all this 
natural gas,” he said.

In Germany and Den-
mark, policymakers real-
ized they still needed coal-
fired plants, Clinton said. 
But they have shown inge-
nuity, he said, to achieve 
their commitments to re-
duce greenhouse emis-
sions while still burning 
coal. Both countries have 
substituted wood pellets for 
20 percent of their coal con-
sumption, he said.

Clinton was invited to 
Lexington in a letter from 
Henry Clay High School se-
nior Jane Brady Knight, a 
leader in the local student-
run sustainability council. 
The student group has con-
centrated on energy con-
servation in schools and 
has participated in service 
projects in the community.

Knight introduced Clin-
ton at Monday’s event and 
said afterward that his 
words were inspiring.

“He voiced our message,” 
she said. “That is exactly 
what we want to tell people 
‚Äî being sustainable, that 
is our future. That is what is 
going to make a more pro-
ductive world.”

She said that Clinton’s 
suggestion of retrofitting 
school buildings would be 
the council’s next project. 
She said students already 
were talking about getting 
paint brushes and painting 
all the school roofs white.

Clinton: Environment can boost economy


