
licia Paladino’s spring break consists of
paints, crafts and a giant robot in a fighting

ring. She’s one of several students whose
break is atypical this year, thanks to spring break
camps.

“During spring break, I usually sleep till 12 in the after-
noon,” said Alicia, 16, a sophomore at Bowling Green
High School. “Getting up gets me awake and makes me
more productive.” 

As both Warren County and Bowling Green schools
shut down this week for spring break, many children are
out of town on vacations, spending their days with baby
sitters or staying at home.

Others are taking part in special camps throughout the
county, camps that are aimed at giving kids entertaining
and educational activities. 

One such activity is a spring break camp that doubles as
vacation Bible school.
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By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — With time
running short, lawmakers still
haven’t come to terms on a six-
year, $10.6 billion proposal to
fund road and bridge projects
across Kentucky.

State Rep. Sannie Overly, D-

Paris, said House and Senate law-
makers have been working to try
to mesh competing Road Fund
budget proposals.

“We’re still pretty far apart,”
she said Monday. “Overall, the
plan has to balance, and right now
it’s not balanced. If you try to
accommodate the House priorities

and the Senate priorities, it’s just
simply out of balance, and so
something has to give, something
has to be cut someplace. And I
don’t know, as we sit here right
now, where that will be.”

Lawmakers are scheduled to
reconvene Thursday for the final
day of this year’s legislative ses-

sion. That means negotiators have
only two more days to work out
differences in the competing pro-
posals offered by the Democratic-
controlled House and the Republi-
can-led Senate.

Overly, the leading negotiator
for the Democrats, said lawmak-
ers also haven’t reached a deal on
$3.5 billion worth of road con-
struction projects for the next two
years.

The House and Senate have
agreed on funding for the state’s
single largest project, $2.6 billion
for two bridges across the Ohio
River in Louisville. Yet to be
decided are the hundreds of rela-
tively small road and bridge pro-
jects that lawmakers are pushing
for in their local communities.

Budgeting has been one of the
more time-consuming chores this
year for lawmakers, who last

month passed a $19 billion state
government operating budget.

A slow economic rebound led
to a lean state budget that forces
sharp cuts on most government
agencies, leaves employees with-
out pay raises again, and erases a
planned cost-of-living increase
from the monthly pension checks
of retirees.

Time running short, but lawmakers ‘still pretty far apart’

See RETIREES, 6A

Kidz Zone
exhibit set
to open
It features child-size auto shop
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

The National Corvette Museum will install
a permanent children’s exhibit that will open
this fall.

The $106,000 exhibit will be paid for in part
with a $42,500 private donation and in part by
expected motel tax funds.

The Bowling Green Area Convention and
Visitors Bureau on Monday gave preliminary
approval for $40,000 to go toward the Kidz
Zone exhibit. City and county governments
still must sign off on the expenditure from Spe-
cial Tourism Projects funding.

“We’ve been looking for several years to
find the right fit for a children’s exhibit ... par-
ents wanted stuff that children could do and
touch,” said Katie Frassinelli, marketing direc-
tor for the museum.

They found room at the museum, a 1,000-
square-foot storage space and an unused near-
by classroom. And they found an appropriate
exhibit, a mini auto shop equipped with a
child-size car and tools that are appropriate for
most ages. All the tools, though pint-sized and
safe, make sounds like tools used in a real auto
shop.

KSP utilizes
social media
in campaign
By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

A sharp rise in the number of motorcycle
crashes and fatalities across the state this year
has prompted Kentucky State Police to embark
on an online social media campaign to pro-
mote motorcycle safety.

In Kentucky through April 4, there have
been 249 crashes this year involving motorcy-
cles, a 69 percent increase from the same point
in 2011. Those 249 crashes resulted in 167
injuries and nine deaths. Trooper Michael
Webb of KSP’s public affairs branch attributes
the increase to the unseasonably warm weath-
er that lasted through much of winter.

“We actually had a motorcycle fatality in
January, which is unusual,” Webb said.

‘Productive’ spring break

Various camps offer entertaining, educational activities

Top: Kamarion Bibb (clockwise from right), 8, of Louisville, and Ashya Long, 6, Salissa
Payton, 9, and Shawanda Payton, 13, all of Bowling Green, dance Monday during
a spring break vacation Bible school at The Salvation Army’s worship center.
Right: J’Kwon Massey, 7, of Bowling Green, takes giant steps during a game of Robot
Says during The Salvation Army’s program.
Left: Abby Upton, 10, of Bowling Green, paints a box Monday that will be used to help
create a box city during the ArtsACCESS Gallery and Studio Spring Break Art Camp.
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By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246
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