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“He loved jazz and understood that it
had a spiritual underpinning,” Sisto said.

Merton,aTrappistmonkoftheAbbeyof
Gethsemani in Kentucky, was ordained
into the priesthood in1949. He died in1968.

“He occasionally went to a jazz club in
Louisville,” said Sisto, who knew Merton.
“Hewouldtellpeopleathis tablehowto lis-
ten to it. He would put it in a spiritual con-
text. It was kind of like the Zen of jazz.”

By promoting the Friday night concert
series, Colwell, the church’s pastor, hopes
toencouragepeopletoexplorethespiritual
side of all kinds of music.

The concerts started a few years ago,
but have become more regular within the
past year.

Artists in the series are generally con-
nected to the church in some way, either as
members or friends of members.

There is generally no traditional
“church” music at these events. No soar-
ing, thundering organ notes reverberate
through the sanctuary. But for those inter-
estedinthat, thechurchcanaccommodate.

St. John’s is home to an 1883 pipe organ
built by Hook and Hastings Organ Compa-
ny of Boston, which is used regularly in
worship services and in the Young Artist
Organ Series three times a year. The next
concert in that series is scheduled for May
11at 7 p.m.

The regular concert series has featured
everything from classic piano and violin to
jazz to Broadway standards, all emphasiz-
ing the spiritual.

“The concerts have been very well re-
ceived,” Colwell said. “We don’t put a num-

ber on it, but we usually have a pretty good
turnout. We’re trying to reach out to the
community. We’re not just trying to reach
church members.”

The Merton concert drew church mem-
ber Alyla Lambert, who also brought her 3-
year-old daughter, Kathryn.

“I’m exposing her to anything that’s not
TV,” Lambert said. She is taking a piano
class at Indiana University Southeast that
required attendance at one concert. “I’m
supporting my church and fulfilling my re-
quirement at the same time.”

Marohnic spoke briefly with the audi-

enceaboutthecolorsandtexturesofsound.
“We jazz musicians paint with sound,” he
said. “Music is everywhere now but I think
we’ve actually lost the ability to know how
to listen.”

When the music started again, some lis-
tened almost reverently, eyes closed, gent-
ly swaying to the music.

The music alternated with readings
from Merton’s talks. Although he wrote
more than 70 books, the musicians chose to
highlight transcribed notes from some of
Merton’s addresses to novice monks.

“Chuck and I have both been jazz musi-
cians for a long time,” said Sisto. “We’ve
both been influenced by Merton spiritual-
ly.”

The Merton Project, performed for the
first time at St. John’s, is available to other
churches as well. Future parts of the series
willfocusondifferentthemes,suchasMer-
tonandnatureandMertonasthesocialcon-
science.

“WhatIreallylikedaboutitwasthespir-
ituality. I would not have come if it was just
jazz,” said Deborah Denenfeld of Louis-

ville.
She met some friends at the concert,

also from Louisville. “We wouldn’t be here,
but the bridge is open,” said Art Hoffman,
referring to the recently reopened Sher-
man Minton Bridge.

“Weenjoythemusic.Wemightnoteven
all be Christians.”

Marohnic, a pianist, has performed at
the church before. He will return July 13
with a drummer and bass player for the
Sanctuary Jazz Experience.

“I loved it. Itwaswonderful,”saidCarol
Holt of New Albany, a 30-year church
member.

Holt came because of her earlier expo-
sure to Marohnic’s music at the church. “I
was not a fan of jazz — not at all, until I
heard Chuck. It was so moving. It’s a won-
derful addition to our church to have him
here.”

Marohnic said he enjoys performing in
churches. “So many jazz musicians are
reallyspiritualpeople,”hesaid.“Ifyoucall
yourself a creative person, sooner or later
you’re going to come face to face with the
creator.”

» COVER PHOTO: Chuck Marohnic on
thepianoandDickSistoonthevibraphone.

“The concerts have been very well received. We don’t put a number on it, but we usually have a
pretty good turnout. We’re trying to reach out to the community. We’re not just trying

to reach church members.”
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There is generally no traditional “church” music at the events. The series has
featured everything from piano and jazz to Broadway standards.
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Chuck Marohnic plays piano, above,
and Art Hoffman listens, below right.


