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For the second consecutive
year, four local business came
together to host a charity
fundraiser for a nonprofit
women’s group.

On Thursday evening, West
and Witherspoon Florist, Gra-
cious Me!, Planter’s Bank and
The Perfect Closet helped raise
$2,550 for the Trilogy Center for
Women.

The Trilogy Center is a sub-
stance abuse program for
women. The organization is

paid for through tax money and
donations. Participants of  the
program go through a step-by-
step process and can stay at the
center for up to two years.

Right now, the Hopkinsville
building is housing 96 women
with a capacity of  100.

Director of  the Trilogy Cen-
ter Holly Perez-Knight said the
money raised would be used to
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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Tyler Daley, 9, Hopkinsville
Asked about his favorite

position to play in little
league games, Tyler Daley
says it’s the batter.

But when he must, he set-
tles for second base.

“‘Cause you get to be, like,
in the middle,” he says.

Standing in the center of
the field usually gets him a lot
of action, as so many balls fly
in his direction. He hates the
outfield because it’s usually
boring.

His coach
occasionally
lets kids
pitch, but
Daley hasn’t
tried it so
far. While
talking he
lifts his T-
shirt sleeve to reveal a bruise
a youthful pitcher left on his
bicep earlier this week.

Daley plays for a team
called Rotary Club, but he and

his teammates always call it
“RC.” In past seasons he’s
played for the Tigers, the
White Sox and the Thunder-
cats.

Daley is in third grade at
Lacy Elementary School, and
his mother says he’s stayed on
the honor roll all year. 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

Still in the race
Santorum’s best shot may be
in a state that voted already.
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LOS ANGELES  — Families
canceling vacations. Fisher-
men watching their profits
burn up along with their boats’
gasoline. Drivers buying only a
few gallons of  gas at a time be-
cause they can’t afford to fill
the tank.

From all corners of  the coun-
try, Americans are irritated
these days by record-high fuel
prices that have soared above
$4 a gallon in some states and
could top $5 by summer. And
the cost is becoming a political
issue just as the presidential
campaign kicks into high gear.

Some blame President
Barack Obama. Some just cite
“the government,” while oth-
ers believe it’s the work of  big,
greedy oil companies. No mat-
ter who is responsible, almost
everyone seems to want the

government to do something,
even if  people aren’t sure
what, exactly, it should or can
do.

A Gallup poll this month
found 85 percent of  U.S. adults
believe the president and Con-
gress “should take immediate
actions to try to control the ris-
ing price of  gas.” An Associ-
ated Press-GfK poll last month
showed 71 percent believe gas
prices are a “very” or “ex-
tremely” important matter.

Chris Kaufman, who spends
$120 a week on gas to travel the
60 miles between his two jobs,
at the University of  South
Dakota in Sioux Falls and at a
hotel in Vermillion, S.D.,
blames the price spike on
threats from Iran to cut off  oil
shipments through the Strait
of  Hormuz.

Unhappy public not sure who to blame for high gas
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The agency that oversees
services to the Pennyrile re-
gion’s elderly population con-
ducts a survey every three
years to determine what the 60-
and-over crowd needs most. It
uses the data to build a plan for
meeting residents’ needs.

The organization, called the
Area Agency on Aging, is based
at Pennyrile Area Development
District. It released the survey
results this week.

Across the Pennyrile’s nine
counties, 72.1 percent of  re-
spondents ranked meals in sen-
ior centers a high priority. In
Christian, Todd and Trigg
counties, it was 74.1 percent. No
other service received so many
votes.

Most seniors who eat meals in
senior centers’ cafeterias give
the suggested donation, so the
facilities can afford to feed
everyone who comes through
their doors, said Jill Collins,

PADD’s aging coordinator.
There’s never a waiting list or a
need for reservations, Collins
said.

However, the service with the
second-highest ranking was
home-delivered meals. As the
New Era reported earlier this
month, Christian, Trigg and
Todd counties have significant
waiting lists for this service.

As of  Feb. 1, the A.W. Watts
Senior Center delivered hot
meals to 116 residents and had
another 54 on its waiting list.
Todd County had 20 people on

People 60-and-over rank 
their priorities in survey

QuickInfo: Top five priori-
ties of  Pennyrile-area sen-
iors:
n Meals in senior centers,

72.1 percent
n Home-delivered meals,

70.2 percent
n Transportation, 67.6 per-

cent
n Home health services,

60.6 percent
n Senior center services,

52.3 percent

Seniors say
meals most
important

SEE SENIORS, PAGE A5
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FRANKFORT, Ky. — A bare-bones
budget proposal approved by the
Kentucky Senate late Thursday
would cut spending in multiple
ways, eliminating the lieutenant
governor’s housing allowance, tak-
ing away proposed scholarships for
Appalachian college students, and
scrapping cost-of-living increases in
the monthly pension benefits of
some 200,000 government retirees.

The Senate approved the two-year,
$19.5 billion state budget late Thurs-
day on a 32-4 vote.

The proposal would eliminate a
$30,000-a-year appropriation to pro-
vide a housing allowance to Lt. Gov.
Jerry Abramson. He receives that
in lieu of  living in the mansion pro-
vided for him and his wife.

The budget measure now returns

Ky. Senate targets
housing allowance

Businesswomen host
charity fundraiser
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A crowd (above) mingles around raffle items Thursday evening during a charity auc-
tion at Gracious Me! on Fort Campbell Boulevard. Harpist Carolyn Milam (right)
plays a hymn during the event. Money from the raffle went to the Trilogy Center.

On the Web:
More photos of the fundraiser online at:
www.kentuckynewera.com

SEE FUNDRAISER, PAGE A5

Q&A: What makes gasoline prices rise?
BY JONATHAN FAHEY

AP ENERGY WRITER

NEW YORK — Watching the numbers on the gas pump
tick ever higher can boil the blood and lead the mind to won-
der: Why are gasoline prices so high?

Many stand accused, including oil companies, the presi-
dent, Congress and speculators on Wall Street. Others as-
sume that the earth is just running out of  oil.

The reality, economists say, is fairly simple, but it isn’t very
satisfying for a driver looking for someone to blame for his
$75 fill-up. Last year, the average price of  gasoline was higher
than ever, and it hasn’t gotten any better this year. The aver-
age price nationwide is $3.88 per gallon, the highest ever for
March. Ten states and the District of  Columbia are paying
more than $4.

Q: What determines the price of  gasoline?
A: Mainly, it’s the price of  crude oil, which is used to make

gasoline. Oil is a global commodity, traded on exchanges
around the world. The main U.S. oil benchmark has averaged

SEE Q&A, PAGE A5

SEE GAS, PAGE A5 SEE SENATE, PAGE A5

Noffsinger returns 
to baseball 
with Hoppers

Author presents
history of 
Hopkinsville 
Hoppers
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