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RECOVERY THREATENED BY STUDENT LOAN DEBT
 ECONOMY      A2

Crime victim’s advocate offering help even after court
One-on-one mentors will be available to help offenders move forward once they’ve paid their dues
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WEEKLY POLL: Recreation center
Would you support a $25 million recreation center for Frankfort 
and Franklin County?   Yes, 41%  No, 58% Total votes: 116

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>>NATION, A3
Rumors swirled Monday about three people holding 
winning tickets from the record-breaking $656 million 
Mega Millions drawing Friday night. Kansas, Illinois 
and Maryland each has a winner.
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Kentucky players celebrate at the end of the NCAA championship game against Kansas Monday in New Orleans.

N
EW ORLE ANS, 
La. – Kentucky 
basketball coach 
John Calipari in-

sists that Monday night’s 
67-59 win over the Kansas 
Jayhawks in college basket-
ball’s national champion-
ship game – Calipari’s first 
as a coach – does nothing to 
validate himself as a coach.

And Calipari makes it 
clear he has no interest in 
engaging in a debate over 
the issue.

“I’m glad it’s done,” Cali-
pari said after his Wild-

cats won their first national 
crown in 14 years and eighth 
in school history. “Now I 
can get about my business 
of coaching basketball and 
getting these players to be 
the best they can be, help-
ing young people create bet-
ter lives for themselves and 
their families and also help-
ing them prepare for life af-
ter basketball.

“I don’t have to hear the 
drama. I can just coach now. 
I don’t have to worry.”

But Calipari is keenly 
aware that Monday’s win 

has very deep meaning for 
fans of what he calls the “Big 
Blue Nation’’ and most of 
all for his players he dearly 
loves and who clearly love 
him back.

“Listen, this team de-
serves all the accolades that 
they’ve been getting,” Cali-
pari said after the Wild-
cats wrapped up a 38-2 sea-

son with a gritty win over a 
tough, 32-7, Kansas team. 
“And what I wanted them 
to show today is that we are 
not just a talented team, we 
are a defensive team, and we 
are a team that shared the 
ball. We were the best team. 
We were the most efficient 
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NCAA CHAmpiONSHip: KENTUCKY 67, KANSAS 59

Every Cat contributes to 8th NCAA title

By KaylEigh ZySKowSKi
KzysKowsKi@state-journal.com

William Durham, the man 
involved in Thursday’s 10-
hour stand-
off, pleaded 
not guilty to 
three counts 
of attempted 
murder of a 
police officer 
in Franklin 
District Court 
today.

D u r h a m 
was charged 
after he alleg-
edly caused the standoff at Sa-
lem Square Apartments on East 
Fourth Street that began after 
a neighbor called police when 
they saw him load a shotgun 
outside his apartment building.

Police arrived at the scene 
to conduct a well-being check 
on Durham and his neighbors. 
However, Durham told authori-
ties to leave before he entered 
his apartment where he had at 
least two shotguns, officials say.

Over the course of the stand-
off, Durham allegedly fired three 
shots from his residence. No one 
was injured.

Frankfort and state police 
used a special phone system to 
try to contact him and resorted 
to irritation gas in an attempt to 
force him out of the apartment 
until he emerged hours later, 
Maj. Fred Deaton said after the 
arrest.

Durham appeared on the 
television screen in the confer-
ence room looking relaxed. His 
orange, jail-issued jumpsuit was 
nearly unbuttoned.

After Durham entered his 
plea, his attorney, Mark Buben-
zer, asked for him to be evalu-

William Durham

see championShip, a8
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• anthony davis, who set freshman shot block record, 
wins Most Outstanding Player. SPORTS B1
• gunfire wounds man during celebration. STATE A5

By KaylEigh ZySKowSKi
KzysKowsKi@state-journal.com

Etolia White knows that 
it’s possible to escape an un-
pleasant past. 

She was 5 years old when 
she was sent to live with her 
uncle after her mother died, 
but her uncle became abu-
sive. 

“He molested me and my 
brother, and that is how I 
know things can be turned 

around, because I did it – 
people can escape what has 
happened to them,” White 
said last week while she sat 
in the Franklin County Tem-
porary Courthouse.

White works as a crime 
victim’s advocate with the 
Franklin County courts, 
and she says from her seat 
near the judge’s stand she 
has “seen so much.” 

The stories she’s heard 

coupled with her own past 
have given her the motiva-
tion to start a new program, 
called THE ESCAPE ROUTE, 
for those who have been 
through the court system, 
but still need guidance.

White and her daughter, 
Natasha Brown, have de-
signed the program to stop 
the source of people’s prob-
lems – an addiction, unem-
ployment or memories of a 

poor childhood – by offering 
one-on-one mentors to help 
people get on track once the 
case is through the court 
system.

The one-on-one mentors 
will be available to help of-
fenders follow court orders 
and victims get the counsel-
ing they need to move for-
ward from a crime, White 
says.

“We have a lot of services 

within our community, but 
we send them to do tasks in-
stead of mentoring them,” 
she said.

Many times judges order 
offenders to complete GED 
courses, White says. 

“But even if the court or-
ders you to do it, if you have 
three or four children and 
nowhere to take them, how 
are you going to take cours-
es or study?” she asks. 

“It seems easy, but not ev-
eryone is in the same ball-
park when it comes to get-
ting things accomplished.”

Too often, White says, 
she sees the backlash from 
a domestic-violence offense 
trickle down to the child, 
and then the child ends up 
becoming the offender later 
in life. 

“Something needs to be 
see EScapE, a7

Man in 
standoff 
says not 
guilty
Family says 
psychologically 
he’s not well

see STandoff, a7


