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BANKRUPTCY FOR
LETCHER COUNTY

Members of the Letcher County Fiscal Court voted Tuesday
to throw away $70,800 of publfc funds during the next four
years, stripping the county of every penny it has. Bankruptcy
for the county is at hand.

The members all eight of them voted to pay themselves
salaries of $200 a month each. That totals up to $19,200 during
a period, or $76,800 during the four-yea- r term of the
magistrates.

Letcher County Is In a very serious financial condition al-

ready, even before payment of the salaries. The county at present
is unable to meet its obligations, and is letting bills pile up from
week to week.

We know of no reason or excuse for the magistrates' ac-

tion. They saw their chance, and they took it. It is that simple.

The magistrates already were receiving $15 a day for
fiscal court meetings. They will continue receiving that

$15, so that their total pay will
month, or $2,580 a year for 12 days work. Wo know of no one
else in Letcher County, in or ouV of public office, who is so well
paid.

4 Money for the salaries is not present, and there is no pros-
pect that it will be available next year or at any time in the
foreseeable future. The only way the salaries could be paid would
be through curtailment or elimination of present county pro-
grams.

The county probably will have to abandon the commodity
distribution program, under which free food is distributed to
several thousand needy --persons within the county. TJhis might
lead to some starvation, but it would pay the salaries of one or
two magistrates.

Worried county officials say the county also will be forced
to take these additional steps if the salaries arc to be paid:

Abolish the county health department.
Fire the county agent.
Fire the home demonstration agent.
Do away with the county library.
Abandon the county's road building and maintenance pro-

gram.

The magistrates voted the pay raises under a bill passed by
the legislature recently and signed into law by Governor Chand-
ler a few days ago. The new state law is permissive legislation.
All it did was to set a top salary of $200 a month which could
be paid to magistrates. It does not require that the salaries actu-
ally be paid. Under the bill, the magistrates could have voted
themselves $1 a month, $20 monthly, or any other figure they
might choose up to the $200 limit. Our court members went all
the way.

Presumably, the salaries would pay the magistrates for time
spent trying routine cases involving such things as traffic viola- -

tions. In practice, only one or two of Letcher County's magistrates
have been performing any such duties? It is extremely doubtful
whether many of the others will do so in the future, since most
of the court members hold full-tim- e private jobs and have but
a limited amount of time to spend on their public duties. J. C.
Day is the only magistrate who devotes full time to the business
of being magistrate, and Day could be expected to earn his $200
monthly.

This newspaper recognizes that the office of magistrate car-

ries with it certain duties and responsibiltes for all the members
of the fiscal court. The magistrates, all of them, do have to deal
with the public from day to day, to talk over problems involving
such things as roads and the commodity distribution program.

Because of the responsibilities that go with the office, we
would not be opposed to a salary plan paying the magistrates
something more than the $15 a month they have been receiving.
We believe a fiat salary of of about $50 monthly would be reason-
able. But the $200 voted by the magistrates is an outrageous grab
of public funds, completely unjustified.

We believe the magistrates will reconsider their action, if
the people of Letcher County insist that they do so. It is up to
you as citizens. Do you want such things as the commodity
program, the road program or the county agent's office abolished?
Then let the court members know what you think of their action.

COURT RIGHTS A WRONG
The Mountain Eagle wishes to thank members of the Letcher

Fiscal Court for voting this week to abolish the rule adopted a
few weeks ago to conduct meetings of the court in private.

It is to the court's credit that it recognized the simple fact
that government is not the property of those who happen to be
in office, but belongs to us all. Any citizen of Letcher County
has the right, as a citizen to attend court meetings. The court
1 . I 1 1L! I

nus recogiiucu mis.
It also is to the credit of the fiscal court members that they

themselves acted to correct the wrong they had done in adopting
the private meeting rule. We believe that th rule could have
been thrown out through court action. But it is far better for the
county that tho court members recognized they had erred and
then acted to correct the error.

We also would like to express our appreciation to County
Judge Arthur Dixon, County Attprncy Hyrd Hogg, and County
Clerk Charlie Wright for their willingness to open the meetings
to the public.

ACID TEST
The Floyd fiscal court has contracted for voting machines,

which we think is a good move. That prepares tho way for these
d fool-proo- f machines to get the acid test. If they repulso

all attempts made In this county to "play" them, they're what
tho doctor ordered.

The Floyd County Times
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BABSON DISCUSSES

HOW SCHOOL COMMITTEES
CAN SAVE THE

TAXPAYERS' MONEY

Babson Park, Mass., April 3
Do you realize that school en-

rollments have Increased this
year for the 13th year in a'
row; and that right now one
out of every four persons is

attending school or college?
This is why two national prob-- '
lems are reaching crisis propor-- .

tions: (1) classroom space; and
(2) the teacher shortage, now
is your community solving these
problems?

Classrooms and Money
Already operating expenses

of our public schools arc con-

suming about 50 per cent of
the budget in the average New
England town; and I imagine
this is typical of other areas
across the country, School
building committees simply
cannot continue to spend the
taxpayers' money as freely in
the next ten years as they have
in the past ten, for already in
this slight recession homeown-
ers are finding their tax load
more than they can bear.

In 1952, we were short some
312,000 classrooms. The figure
probably approaches 500,00 to-

day, despite all the building al-

ready completed. How are we
going to pay for these needed
new schoolrooms? May I be
bold enough to suggest that we

'cannot,' at least not in the fash
ion we have been accustomed
to in the past! There must be
some changes made. Let me ask
you, could you afford a custom-buil- t

automobile at, perhaps,
$20,000? Your town can no more
afford a custom-buil- t school! If
our federal government offic-
ials really want to help In this
crisis, they will stop talking sub-
sidies for education and, in- -

By Rev. John R. Howard

April 6, 1958
"THE CHURCH'S ASSURANCE

OF VICTORY"
John 20:26-29- ;

Ephesians 1:15-23- ;

Revelation 7:9-1- 2

The risen Christ is the thrill-
ing message of the Gospel for
the ages. What joy is found in
the resurrection! The disciples
looked death in the face when
they looked upon Calvary. The
resurrection of Jesus Christ,
God's only begotten Son, is the
Father's answer to death, tho
penalty of sin.

There is no virtue in doubt.
It was through doubt that sin
first entered into the heart of
man. Satan implanted doubt in
man's heart when he said: "Yea,
hath God said?" After doubt
came the denial of God's Word:
"Ye shall not surely die!" How
human it is to doubt: Satjn is
yet with us. "When I would do
good, evil is present with me."

Still God uses the wrath of
man to praise him. Honest doubt
is better than a bold profession
with a faithless life. The hon-
est doubter discovers the secrets
of God's creative goodness. The
scientist who must be shown,
peers into the mystery of tho
atom, even though he becomes
afraid at what he discovers.
God uses man's hardheaded
ness to reveal His mercy and
goodness and tenderness. Yet
hardheadedness is no virtue ex
cept as God in the suffering
and mercy of Calvary turns it
into tne revelation of His good
ness and love. It is lndnnrf
amazing grace I

Thomas was a realist, demand
ing proof for his natural senses
of touch and sight. Ho stubborn
jy refused to believe until
proof was given. The Disciples
word was not enough for him
though it should have been, and
should bo for us! After oipht
days, Jesus appeared again,
perhaps this .was the meeting
lor worship on Sunday evening!
Thomas WAS there. Would
YOU have been at Church on
that Sunday night? Jesus

within the room where
the disciples were meeting, tho
doors being closed. He address-
ed himself to Thomas, chalieng-in- g

him to see and to touch the
nail-prlnt- s in his hands and the
spear-woun- d In his side.

Thomas anwswered him and
said: "My Lord and my God!"

Jesus gave to Thomas and to
the disciples of all ages a great
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The Sunday School

Roger W. Babsoa

stead, lead in designing prefab
school houses that could be
mass produced basic school-house- s

that rooms could be add-

ed to or subtracted from, and
which could be moved elsewhere
as occasion demands. Communi-
ties arc going to have to "put
the horse back in front of the
cart," first asking how much
they can afford for a school-hous-

then sending their build-
ing committee out to buy the
best they can afford.

A New Look In
Education Needed

To have the average elment-ar- y

school lying idle for three
months and to have the average
high school catering to but a
few summer pupils compared
with the total it might serve
is poor economics. In many pri-

vately endowed institutions of
higher learning today, the seats
are never allowed to cool off.
Space is at a premium, and they
know how to use itl

I can hear the hue and cry
from parents in your town al-

ready, when we talk about run-
ning school continuously, per-
haps staggering vacations, and
even operating Saturdays. All

lesson when he said: "Thomas,
because thou hast seen me,
thou hast believed: blessed aro
they that have not seen, and
yet have believed." (John 20:29)

Faith is seeing the unseen.
It Is knowing the One who is
not dead but who is alive

It is knowing Him
who is the head of the church,
who rules "at his own right
hand in the heavenly places, far
above all principality, and pow-
er, and might, and dominion,
and every name that is named,
not only in this world, but also
in that which is to come: And
hath put all things under his
feet, and gave him to be the
head over all things to the
church, which is his body, the
fulness of him that filleth all
in all." (Ephesians 1:20-23-)

The resurrection was in the
power of the Holy Spirit, Who
was later to be given in fullness
to the church at Penecost. The
"seed" planted through the vir-
gin birth, bringing the incarna-
tion, grew into maturity and
bore fruit unto life eternal in
the resurrection.

The resurrection is best un-
derstood in the springtime as
far as the natural man is con-
cerned. The gray ghosts of the
trees on the mountains have
been dead al winter. But have
they? Were they not merely
sleeping? Now they begin to
awaken and to put on new life,
new beauty, new growth. The
mountains have arisen from the

Nimr

City J

Statement
I sorts of reasons arc going to
' be given why a five-day- , one- -

session, nine-mont- h program Is
a very sacred thing . . . but the
only sacred thing about it is
that we have always done it
that way!

Teachers and Money
Teachers will probably op-

pose any change In routine. Af-
ter all, one of the compensa-
tions of teaching is a long va-

cation. They will probably say
that a longer day or week is
psychologically unsound for
both teachers and pupils. My
own college administrators say
that this Is not necessarily so.
Furthermore, if teachers would
accept an lob respon-
sibility, a longer worx day, and
a longer work week like ail
other professional people, they
could readily become more pro-
ductive and their incomes would
be raised. School Committees
could also help mike much bet-
ter teachers by cutting out a
lot of the extracurricular non-
sense.

I do not forget that children
cannot be put on an educational
production line and have their
education added like parts to a
car. Education is a process of
reaction between student and
teacher, and student and stu-
dent. This, like a great work of
art, takes time to put together;
it takes reworking; it takes pa-

tience; it takes a master to pro-
duce good results. So I say to
school committees and those
concerned with education, weigh
your educational values, cut
your heavy on bricks
and mortar, make more eco-
nomical use of your buildings
and time, and immediately cut
out the extracurricular non-
sense. Then, put your tax mon-
ey where it will do the most
good into capable, inspiring,
and devoted teachers.

Lesson
dead, aftre having been entomb-
ed in ice and snow, the chill of
the winter's wind having brought
death to them.

Does any Thomas today
doubt that tho mountains have
them arisen from the dead? If so,
let him come out into the sun-
light of God's love and behold
the face of the mountains, alive
with tender green. "Oh," but
the modern Thomas is saying:
"They were not dead, they were
only asleep." True enough, but
is this not what Jesus revealed
to us when he said that death
is but asleep until the awaken-
ing of the resurrection morn?
In the resurrection, Jesus be-

came the first fruits of those
who should arise from the dead.
When Jesus received the mes-
sage that Lazarus was dead, ho
said: "Our friend Lazarus sleep-cth- ;

but I go, that I may awake
him out of sleep." Then said
his disciplesj "Lord if he sleep,
he shall do well." Then said
Jesus unto them plainly, Laz-
arus is dead. Jesus raised Laz-
arus from the dead. On the
morning of the resurrection he
gave God's answer to man's
greatest need, death, which is
the penalty of sin. How great
tho blessing to every believing
heart: "He is risen!"

When Col. E. It. Bradley came
to Kentucky to raise horses, he
was told it would take 15 years
to breed a Kentucky Derby win
ner. It took him just that long
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A 'Blessed Angel
To tho Editor:

We have here in the state
sanatorium a little girl. Her
name is Sarah Cole. Her age is
two years and three months.
Her home is on Turkey Creek
in Letcher County. I do not
know the name of her parents.

Little Sarah has been here
close to 13 months and is well
and ready to return home when
some of her people come after
her.

Now If someone wants to
have a light heart and believes
that God would bless them for
charity, just buy the blessed
little angel a pretty dress or
any garment she can wear. It
won't cost but little, and I'm
sure if you could the ex-

pression in her big brown eyes
when you give her anything you
would feel the presence of God's
spirit to a cheerful giver.

If you to the movies, stay
home tonight.

If you drink beer or whisky,
leave it off tonight.

If you waste a little money
in any way, just say to your-
self, "I'm going to give little
Sarah this and make her heart
glad and feel the presence of
God for myself for my deed."

Now friends, I'm not a beg
gar and not asking for myself.
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I'm going to buy the prettiest
dress in London for her my-

self, and I'm sure you mothers
can judge her size of a shirt,
dress, or pair of anklets or slip-

pers or a little doll or toy, or
anything to brighten her life a
little.

If anyone wants to send her,
a gift, send the package to her
in care of me; I room next to
her and will sec that she gets
it. I never get a piece of candy
or gum or any fruit that I don't
give Sarah some. Please send
your gift by the 10th of April,
for I will be coming home to
stay close to that time.

Just a country boy and a true
friend to the poor people.

Lawrence B. Jenkins
Room 323
State Sanatorium
London, Ky.
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