
FRANKFORT — The
economic impact of tour-
ism in Kentucky
amounted to nearly
$11.7 billion in 2011,
Gov. Steve Beshear and
Tourism, Arts and
Heritage Secretary
Marcheta Sparrow
announced last week.

The economic impact
figure is a 3 percent
increase from 2010.

“Despite a tough
economy, the Kentucky
tourism industry
continues to shine,”
Governor Beshear said.
“These figures
underscore the impor-
tance of tourism in Ken-
tucky as well as in every
community across the
Commonwealth.”

The release of the
figures coincides with
National Travel and
Tourism Week, which
was celebrated the week
of May 5-13 this year.

“The state’s ‘There’s
Only One’ tourism pro-
motion campaign points
out the unique tourism
attractions we have in
Kentucky, which is part
of the reason our
tourism industry

continues to grow,” said
Sparrow, who made the
announcement in
Louisville. “Tourism
supports jobs for Kentuc-
kians and businesses of
all kinds across the
state.”

The annual survey
also showed that tourism
was responsible for
169,932 jobs in Kentucky
in 2011 – a small
increase from the
previous year. These jobs
generated more than
$2.6 billion in wages for
Kentucky workers, an
increase of $76 million
from the previous year.
Tourism generated $1.22
billion in tax revenues
for local and state
governments in 2011, an
increase from $1.19
billion in 2010. 

All nine tourism
regions showed gains for
2011.

The report was pro-
duced by Certec Inc. of
Versailles. For more
details about the
economic impact study,
including county-level
expenditures, visit
www.kentuckytourism.co
m/industry and click on

research.
The Department of

Travel and Tourism also
announced that 13 tour-
ism sites are being
added to the original 31
“There’s Only One” sites
announced in January.
These sites went through
an application process
and will be listed on the
department’s Web site.
They are:

• Ale-8-One, Winches-
ter

• American Printing
House for the Blind,
Louisville

• American
Saddlebred Museum,
Lexington

• Beer Cheese
Festival, Winchester

• Creation Museum,
Petersburg

• Headley-Whitney
Museum, Lexington

• Kentucky Bourbon
Trail, central Ken-
tucky

• Kentucky Down
Under, Horse Cave

• KentuckyShow!,
Louisville

• Pikeville Cut
Through Project,
Pikeville

• Portal 31 Exhibition

Mine, Benham
• The Great American

Dollhouse Museum,
Danville

• The Stephen Foster
Story, Bardstown

To learn more about
the “There’s Only One”
listing and other Ken-
tucky Tourism sites,
visit www.kentucky
tourism.com

FRANKFORT – Gov. Steve Beshear and
Amazon.com Inc. (NASDAQ: AMZN) announced
Wednesday, May 9, that Amazon plans to open a
new 70,000-square-foot customer service facility in
Winchester, Ky., investing more than $20.7 million
and creating more than 550 full-time and 600
seasonal jobs in the Commonwealth by 2017.

“Amazon’s decision to grow its Kentucky footprint
is fantastic news, especially when you consider the
impact of more than 1,100 full-time and seasonal
jobs it will bring to the central Kentucky region,”
Governor Beshear said. “Kentucky is proud to have

Amazon choose Winchester for this growth opportu-
nity and wish them continued success and
prosperity.”

The Winchester facility will be Amazon’s first
customer service center in Kentucky. Amazon sub-
sidiaries currently operate fulfillment centers in
Louisville, Lexington, Campbellsville and Hebron,
Ky. The multi-million dollar investment in Win-
chester will help Amazon to provide customer service
and technical support.

“There are thousands of employees working in
Amazon’s fulfillment centers across Kentucky, and

we’re proud to be expanding our presence in the
state with the opening of a customer service center,”
said Tom Weiland, vice president, Amazon Customer
Service. “We hope to have our team in Winchester up
and running before the holiday season, and we’re
hiring great people to join us in giving Amazon
customers a first-class shopping experience.”

The new customer service center is expected to
open in late summer and will be based at Win-
chester Plaza during construction of the permanent
facility, which is expected to open in 2013.

GEORGETOWN, Ky. –
Gov. Steve Beshear
announced Tuesday, May
8, that Toyota Motor
Manufacturing Kentucky
(TMMK) will increase 4-
cylinder engine produc-
tion by 100,000 engines
per year at the George-
town plant, creating 86
new jobs and investing
$31.9 million.

“Twenty-six years ago,
I took part in Toyota’s
groundbreaking in Geo-
rgetown, which was filled
with excitement for Ken-
tucky’s future,” Governor

Beshear said. “Today, we
still have that same
excitement especially
with this latest expan-
sion that brings Toyota’s
total investment to near-
ly $6 billion. This overall
investment continues to
impact thousands of Ken-
tuckians, while strength-
ening our economy and
improving the Common-
wealth.”

TMMK utilizes more
than 350 suppliers across
the United States
including about 100 in
Kentucky. The George-

town plant currently
assembles engines for the
Avalon, Camry and
Venza models – all built
in North America. The
added engine production
will supply engines for
those models as well as
RAV4 production in
Canada. The increase in
production will raise
TMMK’s total employ-
ment to approximately
6,700 and overall plant
investment to more than
$5.96 billion.

“This engine produc-
tion increase and the

several announcements
before it reflect our grow-
ing optimism for an im-
proving North American
market,” said Steve St.
Angelo, executive vice
president of Toyota
Motor Engineering &
Manufacturing North
America Inc.

The location of TMMK
in Georgetown has help-
ed shape Kentucky’s
automotive industry
landscape into the power-
house that it is today.
Kentucky is currently
home to 446 automotive-

related industries that
employ more than 68,000
people. Additionally,
Kentucky ranks third
highest in auto industry-
related employment as a
percent of total state
employment among the
top motor vehicle
producing states in the
United States.

To encourage Toyota’s
investment and job
growth in Georgetown,
the Kentucky Economic
Development Finance
Authority preliminarily
approved the company

for tax incentives up to
$6.5 million through the
Kentucky Business
Investment program. The
p e r f o r m a n c e - b a s e d
incentive allows a
company to keep a
portion of its investment
over the term of the
agreement through
corporate income tax
credits and wage
assessments by meeting
job and investment
targets.

For more information
on Toyota, visit www.toy
otageorgetown.com
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Dr. Bethany Cooper has recently
joined her uncle, Dr. Ronald
Cooper, in practice at Cooper
Chiropractic Center.

Cooper Chiropractic Center is
located  1005 West Columbia St. in
Somerset and is now accepting new
patients.

“I am excited to be back home,”
she said. “I enjoy working with my
uncle and look forward to serving
the Somerset area.”

Dr. Cooper, a third generation
chiropractor, graduated from
Russell County High School in
2004 before attending Lindsey
Wilson College in Columbia on a
golf scholarship.

Upon graduating with honors
from LWC in 2008 with a degree in
biology, Dr. Cooper attended Life
University’s College of Chiropractic
in Marietta, Ga., where she
graduated cum laude September
2011, after completing their four-
year program in three and half
years.

Dr. Cooper said her goal was
always to come back to the Lake
Cumberland area and work
alongside her father as well as her
uncle at Cooper Chiropractic
Center, a goal that has now been
realized.

After passing all four parts of the
chiropractic boards, Dr. Cooper
received her licenses to practice
chiropractic in January 2012.

Dr. Bethany Cooper is the
daughter of Dr. Victor and Shirley
Cooper and the granddaughter of
the late Dr. Olaf and Tina Cooper
and the late Albert and Callie
Wooldridge.

If you have any questions
regarding chiropractic care or how
chiropractic could benefit you or
your family, please feel free to give
Dr. Bethany Cooper at Cooper
Chiropractic Center a call at 606-
679-1166.
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