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“I think he comes to the ball-
park ready to go every day,”
Clanton said. “Like yesterday, he
wanted to take extra ground
balls. He and all the seniors are
realizing with each game that is
one less game that they have. I
think he is just trying to enjoy
every day.”

And Wilson has had plenty to
enjoy. Not only is he is to a red-
hot start, Wilson knows next sea-
son where he will be playing.
Wilson is following in his father’s
footsteps and going to the Air
Force Academy.

“It’s a great opportunity and a
great school in general,” Wilson
said. “I’ve been out there a lot of
times and I really like it. I’m real-
ly looking forward to it.”

As a sophomore, Wilson post-
ed a 10-4 record with a 1.84 ERA
and 79 strikeouts. At the plate, he
hit .447 with 46 hits, 39 runs, 23
RBIs, 21 stolen bases and three
home runs. Following the season,
he was named the Area
Sophomore of the Year.

In 2011, Wilson wasn’t able to
build off that momentum as he
was diagnosed with a back injury
and didn’t return until last April.
He batted .340 with five doubles
in only 50 at-bats. Wilson had a
2-0 record with one save. He had
a 1.38 ERA in 25 1/3 innings.
Wilson allowed 14 hits and three

walks, while striking out 30.
This season, Wilson has re-

turned to top form. He is 5-1 with
two saves. He has posted a 0.65
ERA with four complete games,
including two shutouts. Wilson
has limited opponents to 26 hits
and six walks and he has struck
out 78 in 43 innings. 

“I feel great,” Wilson said.
“I’ve been pitching good. I really
feel like I can throw any pitch no
matter what the count is. I think
that’s the advantage I have over
hitters, but I need to do a better
job of hitting my spots.”

When he’s not on the mound,
Wilson has shifted from shortstop
to second. Clanton made the
move to save the wear and tear
on Wilson’s arm. Eighth-grader
Kase Mattingly has taken over at

shortstop, which Clanton said has
worked out well.

“Anywhere I can play, I will,”
Wilson said. “It’s been a good
move. It’s not that much differ-
ent. Kase is a real good eighth-
grader and he knows what’s go-
ing on. I try to help any way I
can.”

At the plate, Wilson is hitting
.365 with four doubles and one
homer. He has scored 22 runs,
driven in six and stolen 12 bases.
Clanton moved Wilson back to
the leadoff spot, where he hit as a
sophomore.

“I’m getting on base a lot, but
I’m not hitting the ball as hard as
I like,” Wilson said. “I feel like
I’ve being doing my job at the top
of the order. My batting average
is good and I’ve been drawing

walks and getting on base. I did-
n’t pick up the bat much during
football and basketball, so I’m
still shaking the rust off.”

The rust certainly appears to
be off, judging by Wilson’s start. 

“I don’t think he is tentative on
the mound,” Clanton said. “I
think it (his back) bothered him
more hitting than pitching. So I
don’t think he really has turned it
loose yet. I think anytime you
have an injury, you’re tentative at
first. You want to test it out. I’ve
seen some of that.

“I think he’s so much smarter
now,” he added. “He is stronger.
He’s out there and playing like he
did before (the injury). It’s good
to have that Bo back.”

Chuck Jones can be reached 
at (270) 505-1759
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WILSON: is 5-1 with
two saves on the mound

At that point, the Colts contin-
gent already was impressed by
Luck’s decision to throw into the
wind at Stanford, giving scouts
insight not only into Luck’s abili-
ty but also his mental makeup.
The message was that Luck, who
is on schedule to earn an architec-
tural degree, wouldn’t let outside
conditions or blitzing defenses
dictate what he does.

“You have to go into it with
amnesia when you really start
getting into it because you want
an open mind and not be influ-
enced by outside sources and
those sorts of things,” Irsay said.

Luck also comes from a pro-
style offense, the kind he is likely
to run in Indianapolis, and his
successes are hard to match.

In three seasons under Luck,

the Cardinal went from a sub-
.500 team to national champi-
onship contender. He broke John
Elway’s school record for most
touchdown passes in a career and
last season completed 70 percent
of his passes while throwing only
nine interceptions.

Still, Luck felt he had some-
thing to prove at his pro day.

“Just that I can make NFL
throws,” he said then. “Whether
it’s timing, the skinny post to the
right, the quick out or the deep
ball. Just tried to cover all the
bases.”

Griffin’s resume is every bit as
impressive.

In 2011, the Texas prep star
who opted to stay home for col-
lege, threw for 4,293 yards, 37
touchdowns, completed 72.4 per-
cent of his passes and threw just
six interceptions — better num-
bers than Luck. His incredible
mobility drew raves, too.

And after throwing for 479

yards and four touchdowns in a
win that knocked Oklahoma out
of the national title chase, Griffin
burst onto the national scene as a
Heisman contender. Eventually,
he beat Luck in that one.

But NFL scouts knew Griffin
was a star much earlier.

“RG3 was an unknown quan-
tity to those outside the profes-
sional scouting community. So
his ‘ride; was purely a result of
those who didn’t know him,”
Polian said. “He hasn’t risen, he
was there all the time. Anybody
who tells you he wasn’t, wasn’t
doing their homework.”

Like Luck, Griffin has demon-
strated there’s more to life than
football.

At the 2011 NCAA conven-
tion, NCAA president Mark
Emmert singled out Griffin as an
example of a model student-ath-
lete.

Griffin earned his political sci-
ence degree in three years, grad-
uating in 2010. He was a regular

on Baylor’s dean’s list and still
has aspirations of attending law
school. He was fast enough to
qualify for the 2008 Olympics tri-
als semifinals in the 400-meter
hurdles and passionate enough
about volunteering to find time to
help five charities.

So when Griffin decided to
leave school early, it was because
he felt it was time — not because
of the money.

“Sometimes you just have that
feeling, and I had it after the bowl
game,” Griffin said when he de-
clared for the draft after resusci-
tating Baylor’s football program.
“Like I said, it’s been real exciting
here at Baylor, it’s been a lot of
fun. And in life, that’s what you
try to do, you try to be happy,
you try to have a lot of fun.”

The Washington Redskins
think Griffin is a perfect fit in
Washington, right down to that
political science degree.

General manager Bruce Allen
and coach Mike Shanahan were

so convinced about Griffin’s abil-
ity that they paid a hefty price to
get a shot at him. They traded
this year’s first and second-round
picks and first-rounders in each of
the next two years to St. Louis to
move up four spots to get either
Luck or Griffin.

Shanahan understands what
that kind of move that can do for
a franchise. He won two Super
Bowls with Elway in Denver, but
hasn’t been back to the NFL’s big
game since Elway retired after
the 1998 season. Griffin could be
just the guy to change that.

“You get someone you feel like
can be a franchise quarterback
for years to come, that doesn’t
happen very often,” Shanahan
said at the recent league meet-
ings. “To have that guy — they’re
hard to find.”

Associated Press Sports Writers
Antonio Gonzalez in San Francisco,

Stephen Hawkins in Dallas and Joseph
White in Washington also contributed

to this report. 

Continued from B1

LUCK: expected to be
No. 1 pick Thursday

That inning was the seventh, when he
walked a batter and hit another with a
pitch before giving way to Logan
Ondrusek, who walked Steve Clevenger
to load the bases. Ondrusek recovered to
strike out Alfonso Soriano.

Aroldis Chapman came on to strike out
Ian Stewart looking with a fastball that reg-
istered 99 miles per hour on the stadium
scoreboard, preserving the lead.

Chapman also worked a scoreless
eighth, though he did walk his first two
batters this season. In 10 1/3 scoreless in-
nings, Chapman has 18 strikeouts while al-
lowing just three hits. Former Cub Sean
Marshall pitched the ninth, picking up his
third save.

“It’s a good cap to our weekend,”
Marshall said. “Our team played hard un-
der some tough conditions in Chicago. It’s
good to win a series and go home on the
plane happy.”

The Reds capitalized on Chicago mis-

takes to break a 2-2 tie in the sixth. Randy
Wells and reliever Scott Maine combined
to walk two batters and hit another, while
Geovany Soto made two throwing errors
on sacrifice bunt attempts.

All told, the Reds sent eight batters to
the plate in the sixth, scoring two un-
earned runs without the benefit of a hit.

“We walked the leadoff guy and every-
thing kind of snowballed,” Cubs manager
Dale Sveum said. “They were giving us
outs (on bunts) and we didn’t get the outs
on the bunts.”

Wells was making his first start of the
season in place of Ryan Dempster, who
was put on the 15-day disabled list
Saturday with a right quad strain. Wells
struggled with his command, walking five
batters in five innings and throwing just 52
of his 93 pitches for strikes.

“I wasn’t quite as sharp as I’d like to be,
but being the first time out it was exciting,”
he said.

Wells managed to keep the damage to a
minimum, limiting the Reds to two runs
and leaving with a no-decision. Rodrigo
Lopez (0-1) took the loss in relief.

Cincinnati left 13 runners on base,
while Chicago stranded 12. The teams

combined to leave the bases full five times.
“You keep putting them out there,

something good is going to happen,”
Baker said. “I tell the guys that pressure
busts the pipe.”

Joey Votto doubled twice, walked twice,
scored a run and drove in another to pace
the Reds’ offense. The slugging first base-
man went his 14th straight game without a
home run.

Castro singled, tripled and scored two
runs for the Cubs, extending his hitting

streak to 10 games — the sixth streak at
least that long in his young career. He has
reached base in 55 of his last 56 games.

“We battled and got on base,” Sveum
said. “We just couldn’t get that big hit.”

The Reds improved to 7-0 this season
when scoring more than three runs.
Cincinnati is 0-9 when scoring less than
four runs. Runs were hard to come by all
weekend, with the temperature in the low
40s and the wind blowing in from the
north. 

Continued from B1

REDS: are 7-0 when scoring
three or more runs

REDS 4, CUBS 3

Cincinnati Chicago

ab r hbi ab r h bi
Cozart ss 3 0 0 0 DeJess rf 4 0 1 0
Stubbs cf 4 1 1 1 Campn cf 2 0 1 0
Votto 1b 3 1 2 1 RJhnsn ph-cf 1 0 0 0
Ludwck lf 3 0 0 0 SCastro ss 4 2 2 0
Bruce rf 4 0 1 1 LaHair 1b 2 0 1 1
Rolen 3b 5 0 1 1 RLopez p 0 0 0 0
Harris 2b 3 0 0 0 Maine p 0 0 0 0
Valdez ph-2b2 0 1 0 Clevngr ph-1b 1 0 0 0
Hanign c 3 1 1 0 ASorin lf 4 0 0 0
Cueto p 2 1 0 0 Camp p 0 0 0 0
Ondrsk p 0 0 0 0 JeBakr ph 1 0 0 1
Chpmn p 0 0 0 0 IStewrt 3b 5 0 1 0
Marshll p 0 0 0 0 Soto c 4 0 0 0

DeWitt 2b 3 0 0 0
Barney ph-2b 1 0 0 0
R.Wells p 1 0 0 0
Mather ph-1b-lf1 1 0 0

Totals 32 4 7 4 Totals 34 3 6 2
Cincinnati 002 002 000 — 4

Chicago 000 020 001 — 3

E—Harris (1), Votto (1), Cueto (1), Soto 2 (3). LOB—
Cincinnati 13, Chicago 12. 2B—Votto 2 (5), Bruce (3).
3B—S.Castro (2). CS—Harris (1). S—Cozart, Cueto 2,
Campana.

IP H R ER BB SO
Cincinnati

Cueto W,2-0 61-3 5 2 1 2 7
Ondrusek H,1 1-3 0 0 0 1 1
Chapman H,2 11-3 0 0 0 2 1
Marshall S,3-3 1 1 1 1 0 2
Chicago

R.Wells 5 6 2 2 5 2
R.Lopez L,0-1 1-3 0 2 0 1 0
Maine 12-3 0 0 0 1 3
Camp 2 1 0 0 1 3
HBP—by Cueto (Mather, S.Castro), by Maine (Ludwick).
Balk—Cueto.
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Flyers send
Penguins home

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA —
Claude Giroux wrapped
up a dominant series with
his sixth goal, Ilya Bryz-
galov had his first outstand-
ing effort in net and the
Philadelphia Flyers beat
the Pittsburgh Penguins, 5-
1 on Sunday to win the
Eastern Conference open-
ing-round series in six
games.

Giroux scored 32 sec-
onds into the game, and
the Flyers rolled from
there. In a series where no
lead was safe, the Flyers
scored the first three goals
and made it stand behind
Bryzgalov and stout de-
fense.

Bryzgalov allowed 20
goals in the first five games.
He settled down in Game 6
and gave up only Evgeni
Malkin’s power-play goal
in the second period.

Scott Hartnell added a
power-play for Philadel-
phia in the first period, and
Erik Gustafsson made it 3-0
early in the second. Giroux
had assists on both goals.

Danny Briere also
scored in second period,
and Brayden Schenn add-
ed an empty-netter in the
final seconds. Briere had
five goals in the series.

Pittsburgh won Games 4
and 5 after dropping the
first three.

BRUINS 4, CAPITALS 3, OT.

Tyler Seguin scored at 3:17
of overtime, Tim Thomas
made 36 saves, and visiting
defending Stanley Cup
champion Boston beat
Washington to force a sev-
enth game in the Eastern
Conference series.

Game 7 is Wednesday
night in Boston.

In overtime, David
Krejci intercepted a pass by
Nicklas Backstrom and
sent the puck to Milan
Lucic, who passed ahead to
Seguin. Seguin, who en-
tered the game without a
point in the series, veered
slightly to his right to draw
goalie Braden Holtby from
the net, then lifted a shot
past the rookie to win it.

C O L L E G E F O OT B A L L

Practice different at Penn State
By GENARO C. ARMAS

AP Sports Writer

STATE COLLEGE, Pa. — The man in the white
dress shirt, Penn State tie and rolled-up khakis jogged
through the Beaver Stadium tunnel and on to the field
before slowing down at the finish line — the 50-yard-
line.

It was alumnus Gus Curtin’s tribute to the iconic
look once sported in the same stadium on fall week-
ends by the late coach Joe Paterno.

A weekend during which the annual Blue-White
spring game gave fans a glimpse into the Nittany
Lions’ future under new coach Bill O’Brien also al-
lowed people like Curtin to remember the past. From
the bouquets of blue-and-white carnations left at the
bronzed Paterno statue outside the stadium to the
charity 5K race run in Paterno’s honor Sunday, fans
paid tribute to the Hall of Fame coach who died in
January at age 85.

“It’s nice to know that the support and the love is
all there, because all the people who love and support
... he’s been a part of them for so many years,”
Paterno’s widow, Sue Paterno, said before the race
Sunday. “They’re feeling a loss like we’re feeling a
loss. Our (loss) is maybe more acute.”

The spring football game marked the first event at
the stadium since her husband’s death. Many alumni
still question the circumstances behind Paterno’s
ouster last November by university trustees in the af-
termath of child sexual abuse charges against Jerry
Sandusky.

The retired defensive coordinator has maintained
his innocence and awaits trial. Paterno testified before
a grand jury investigating Sandusky that he relayed a
2002 allegation brought to him by a graduate assis-
tant to his campus superiors, including the adminis-
trator overseeing the police department.

Authorities have said Paterno wasn’t a target of the
probe. The Board of Trustees ousted him, citing in

part a moral obligation to do more to alert authorities
outside the school, and a “failure of leadership.”

Last week, Penn State agreed to provide millions
in payments and benefits to Paterno’s estate and fam-
ily members under the late football coach’s employ-
ment contract, although a family lawyer said the
Paternos did not sign away their right to sue.

But unless the subject came up in conversation,
there were no outward displays by fans of protest
against school administrators or trustees over the
weekend. Fans were eager to see what the team
looked like under O’Brien.

“It seems like he’s genuinely excited to do new
things and to put a good team out there, but he’s also
respectful of tradition,” said Curtin, 39, of Annapolis,
Md. “So far I like him.”

Inside the stadium, there were no apparent men-
tions during the spring game of Paterno’s name over
the sound system. No images of Paterno were seen on
video boards.

Like Curtin, dozens of alumni, students and other
spectators wore attire that offered some kind of re-
minder of Paterno.

Some people donned “Joe Knows Football” T-
shirts, a play off the old Nike ad campaign slogan fea-
turing Bo Jackson.

Others wore T-shirts or sweatshirts that read
“Team Paterno” on the front and “Make an Impact”
on the back — the latter phrase referencing a com-
mand from Joe Paterno’s father, Angelo, to his son.

The “Team Paterno” shirts were a gift to some
donors for the cause of Sunday’s race, Special
Olympics of Pennsylvania, a charity long champi-
oned by Sue Paterno.

“We were in it together,” Sue Paterno said when
asked about the “Team Paterno” phrase. “I said, ‘I
help you all the time. Now you help me.’ He got
hooked ... It turned out to be a real good tagline this
year.”


