
BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Marc Staley, a former soldier
convicted of  torturing his wife’s
dog with a razor blade, was sen-
tenced Tuesday to three years in
prison. 

Staley’s defense attorney, Jack
Faust, asked Christian Circuit
Judge John Atkins for a new trial

or an acquittal on the grounds
that the prosecution didn’t have
enough evidence to prove Staley,
43, tortured the
dog. Further, Sta-
ley’s “needs can
better be served
outside of  the sys-
tem,” Faust told
the judge.

Atkins denied
Faust’s request,
but set Staley’s ap-
peal bond at $500.
Faust said he plans to appeal the
conviction in a couple days. After
the appeal is filed and Staley pays
the $500, he will be released for

the remainder of  the process.
Commonwealth Attorney

Michael Cotthoff  said he was op-
posed to the judge granting the
appeal bond. Faust said he
thought Atkins ruling “very gen-
erous.”

Atkins said he set the appeal
bond at $500 because he thought a
statute brought up during the
jury trial was “intriguing.”

During the trial in late Janu-
ary, Faust said Atkins should
have ended the trial on the basis
that there wasn’t enough 
evidence for a conviction. It was
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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: Cher Loose, 59, Cadiz
Cher Loose owns Loose

Treasures in Cadiz. The shop
sells a variety of antiques,
books, glassware and wood-
working. 

Loose lived in many differ-
ent cities when her husband,
Doug, worked for the Dana
Corporation. The couple were
transferred to Hopkinsville in
2004 and moved into a home
in Cadiz. 

After they moved in, Loose
wanted to open a store. She

noticed a
store for
rent on
Main Street
in Cadiz and
contacted
the owner
to make a
deal. 

After opening, Loose said
she sold many items she and
her husband had built up
over the years, including his
motorcycle. After a time, ven-

dors started consigning with
her. 

Loose recently expanded
her consignment operation,
renting out space in her store
for vendors to use. 

“We’re all just winging it,”
she said. “This is the first
month. They are all in their
own little stores.” 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  Contact us at 270-887-3238 or visit
kentuckynewera.com. We’ll take it from there.

Last suspect caught
Man arrested in connection
with AC Auto incident.
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on open records.
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BY ROBERT BURNS
AP NATIONAL SECURITY WRITER

WASHINGTON — The
Obama administration is only
beginning to calculate the
pace of  troop withdrawals
from Afghanistan beyond this
summer, facing
an endgame
fraught with po-
litical risk and
complicated by
shocking set-
backs like the al-
leged U.S.
slaughter of
Afghan civil-
ians.

At stake is not
only President
Barack Obama’s
pledge to prevent Afghanistan
from reverting to the terrorist
haven it was before the Sept.
11, 2001, attacks, but also his
commitment to wind down
the war while crafting a long-
term security relationship
with the Afghans.

U.S. military commanders
want to keep as many troops

in the country as possible
until the Dec. 31, 2014, target
date for having all combat
forces out. They fear a too-
rapid pullout would risk sur-
rendering the security gains
they have made in recent
years.

But the White
House faces the
prospect of  in-
tensifying politi-
cal pressure to
end the military
mission, espe-
cially after
events such as
the burning of
Muslim holy
books by U.S.
troops last
month that trig-

gered a wave of  Afghan vio-
lence, including the killings
of  at least six U.S. troops by
Afghan troops.

Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash.,
a top Democrat on the House
Armed Services Committee,
is among those calling for a
faster withdrawal.

“It is time 
to bring our 
troops home.”

Rep. Adam Smith, D-Wash.,
In an opinion piece in USA Today n

Ally-on-ally killings
muddy path for US’s
Afghanistan pullout 
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BY DAVID SNOW
FOR THE NEW ERA

The Oak Grove Tourism
Commission announced
Tuesday that country music
singer-songwriter Phil Vassar
will headline this year’s
Spring into Summer Festival.

Having written hits for nu-
merous artists including Alan
Jackson, Tim McGraw, Jo Dee
Messina and Collin Raye, Vas-
sar is a two-time recipient of
the ASCAP Songwriter of  the
Year award. He has taken top
honors from the Academy of
Country Music and Billboard
Music Row and has been hon-

ored by the Country Music
Awards.

His first No. 1 hit was “Just
Another Day in Paradise” in
2000.

Vassar is known for his
compelling and highly enter-
taining skills on the piano.
His piano-based brand of
music, infused with a rhythm
and blues feel, will make him
an exciting performer to
watch on May 26 at the
Viceroy Performing Arts Cen-
ter.

“The concert on May 26 will
begin at approximately 7:15
p.m.,” said Maria Guerra, an

Phil Vassar to headline
Oak Grove annual event 

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Three years ago, when Whayne
Supply Company opened a Hop-
kinsville facility to sell construc-
tion and farm machinery, it opted
for a trailer on Commerce Court
near Pembroke Road. The com-
pany waited for the economy to
improve before it invested in a
building.

That day has arrived. On Tues-
day morning, the company for-
mally broke ground for an
18,000-square-foot facility.

The facility should open by the
end of  the year, according to a
company news release. It will have
a new service shop, a significant
sales inventory and a parts sec-
tion, said Monty Boyd, the com-
pany’s president. In some cases,
company technicians will per-

form repairs on location.
The company is investing $3.5

million in the facility, according to
the news re-
lease. It
could bring
as many as
six new jobs,
and the con-
s t r u c t i o n
manager said he intends to hire
local subcontractors in the com-
ing months.

Whayne Supply’s headquarters
are in Louisville. It has nine other
branches in Kentucky and two
more in southern Indiana. It will
soon open a branch in Owensboro,
Boyd said. Its most popular prod-
uct lines include Caterpillar Inc.,
Thomas Built Buses, Lexion and
Trail King, but it carries many
others as well, the release states.

At Tuesday’s groundbreaking

ceremony, Christian Judge-Execu-
tive Steve Tribble said the Cater-
pillar brand has a special place in

his heart.
His father
was a
h e a v y
equipment
operator,
and Trib-

ble himself  worked construction
in the summers during college. He
believes Whayne provided the
equipment they used.

Boyd said the company’s transi-
tion from a trailer to a building
represents a commitment to do
business in Hopkinsville for a long
time. Construction will start im-
mediately, according to the re-
lease.

REACH NICK TABOR at 270-887-3231
or ntabor@kentuckynewera.com. 

Equipment dealer expanding facility

NICK TABOR | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Monty Boyd, president of Whayne Supply Company, stands with Eston Glover, board member of the Economic Development Council,
Christian Judge-Executive Steve Tribble,  Construction Manager G. Michael Murphy and Hopkinsville Mayor Dan Kemp during a
groundbreaking ceremony Wednesday in the industrial park.

Man who killed dog gets 3 years
Former fort soldier 
to contest conviction,
receives appeal bond
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