
Anderson County’s 
acting health director 
has a simple solution 

for those worried about 
contracting salmonella 

from eating tainted musk-
melons or cantaloupes.

A bleach solution, that is.

With news spreading about two 
deaths in Kentucky and 
dozens of people sickened 
from melons likely grown 
in southwestern Indiana, 
Tim Wright said Tuesday 
morning that concerned 
Anderson County residents 
should wash melons in 
a simple bleach solution 
before cutting them.

“Most people don’t realize that when 
they buy a melon, it’s straight out of 
the field,” Wright said, adding that the 
melons, including watermelons, are 
typically contaminated when rodents 
urinate on them.

“People use a clean knife and cut 
through the melon and that can shove 
the salmonella into its meat,” Wright 
said.

“The best thing to do is to submerge 
the melon into a light bleach solution 

From staff reports
The parents of a Lawrence-

burg teen were scheduled 
to be arraigned Tuesday in 
Anderson Circuit Court on 
charges that include selling 
marijuana to their 17-year-old 
son.

Hershel and Karen Brown 
of 124 Dove Drive face numer-
ous charges after police 

searched their residence and 
reported finding marijuana, 
hydrocodone, Oxyconton, cash 
and guns.

Police also found 1.3 ounces 
of marijuana in their son’s 
pocket that was divided up 
in small baggies for resale, 
according to a complaint filed 
by officer Jeremy Cornish 
of the Lawrenceburg Police 

Department.
Cornish said the boy’s 

mother admitted that her 
son purchased the marijuana 
from she and her husband for 
around $120.

In his report, Cornish said 
the mother “stated that would 
rather have her son smoke 
marijuana rather than syn-
thetic marijuana.”

The mother also told Cor-
nish that she sold the marijua-
na because “she 
draws disability 
and times are 
hard.”

Cornish 
reported finding 
baggies of mari-
juana, scales and 
a large amount 
of cash inside 
a safe, along with multiple 
loaded firearms. 

The cash, Cornish said, was 

in denominations of 100, 20 
and 10 dollar bills.

Hershel Brown has been 
charged with trafficking in a 
controlled substance, unlaw-
ful transaction with a minor, 
third-degree terroristic threat-
ening and resisting arrest.

His wife is charged with 
trafficking marijuana and 
unlawful transaction with a 
minor.

The couple were originally 
charged in March, but were 
only recently indicted.
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Friday: Partly cloudy. High: Lower 90s. Low: 
Mid-60s.

Saturday: Sunny. High: Lower 90s. Low: 
Mid-60s.

Sunday: Partly cloudy. High: Upper 80s. Low: 
Upper 60s.
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A motorcycle driven by a Harrodsburg man is wedged beneath the front of two cars in the G&C 
car lot Saturday night. The driver tried to elude police before being rear-ended by an officer 
chasing him down Ballard Street.

High-speed chase leads
to smashed bike, tickets
Motorcyclist, bike end up in used car parking lot

By Ben Carlson
News staff

A motorcyclist who led police on a 
high-speed chase through Lawrence-
burg on Saturday night can add a host 
of charges to his bumps, bruises and 
the damages his bike received when 
it ended up smushed under the front 
end of two cars on North Main.

Nicholas Reed, 22, of Harrodsburg 
received only minor injuries after a 
police cruiser chasing him on Ballard 
Street struck the rear end of his bike 
and sent him and his bike flying into 

a used car lot on the north side of the 
train tracks.

Acting Lawrenceburg Police Chief 
Chris Atkins said Reed sped off when 
officers attempted to pull him over 
around 9 p.m. on US 127 Bypass. He 
said Reed turned right onto US 127 
Business by McDonald’s and reached 
speeds in excess of 80 mph as he head-
ed toward town.

Atkins said a train on North Main 
forced Reed to turn onto Center Street 

Parents charged with selling pot to 17-year-old son
Mom says she’d rather son smoke real pot than synthetic

H. Brown

See BIKE, Page A2
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POLICE CAR HITS FLEEING BIKER

Want to eat melons without getting sick? Wash ’em

Wright
See MELONS, Page A2

By Ben Carlson
News staff

School board
to ponder 4%
revenue hike

By Meaghan Downs 
News staff 

The Anderson County Board of Edu-
cation is weighing a 4 percent revenue 
increase for the upcoming fiscal year, 
which would give it an additional $378,000 
in revenue.

The board of 
education has kept 
its tax rate flat since 
the 2008-09 school 
year, with the cur-
rent tax rate set at 
$5.52 per $1,000 of 
assessed value on 
real estate. 

A 4 percent rev-
enue increase, the 
maximum tax rate 
the board can set 
without subjecting 
its decision to a pub-
lic referendum, would raise the district’s 
tax rate to $5.69, a 3 percent increase that 
would add $17 to tax bills for properties 
assessed at $100,000. 

In an interview prior to the board’s Mon-
day night work session on the tax rates, 
Superintendent Sheila Mitchell said she 
would recommend either last year’s tax 
rate or the 4 percent revenue to the school 
board. 

A 4 percent revenue increase would 
“allow for a little more flexibility in the 
budget,” she said.  
“I mean it’s $17 on the $100,000… I could 

Want to go? 
The Board of Education 

will hold a public hear-
ing regarding a potential 
4 percent revenue 
increase on Aug. 29 
at 5:30 p.m. at central 
office, located off of US 
127. 

The public hearing is sub-
ject to cancellation by 
the Board of Education. 

Mitchell: Most taxpayers would be
able to pay increased property tax bill

See SCHOOLS, Page A2

Two deaths in Kentucky linked to salmonella on Indiana melons

Decision will result in more 
revenue thanks to growth

Fire district
approves

flat tax rate

By Ben Carlson
News staff

The Anderson County Fire 
Taxing District joined taxing 
districts countywide in either 

keeping their 
tax rates flat or 
lowering them.

The fire 
district voted 
unanimously 
recently to keep 
its rate at 66 
cents per $1,000 
assessed value, 
a decision that 

will nevertheless result in an 
additional $7,800 thanks to an 
increase in the county’s over-
all assessment.

“Basically, looking at the 
overall economy, we didn’t 
want to throw any additional 
burden on folks,” said Fire 
Chief Mike Barnes.

“We have run a frugal 
operation to prepare for this.”

Like other countywide 
districts, the fire district ben-
efited mightily from overall 
growth, particularly at the 
Wild Turkey Distillery.

Overall, the taxable prop-
erty in Anderson County 
swelled by about $11 million 
overall during the past year, 
allowing the rate to remain 

Barnes

See FIRE, Page A2


