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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL:  
DAVE CANTRALL’S RATING THE STATE

TOP 25
 School (record) Last week This week Rating
 1. Highlands (4-0) Beat Mason Co. 61-3 vs. Covington Catholic 95.1
 2. Bowling Green (5-0) Beat Owensboro 31-3 at Barren Co. 92.4
 t3. Covington Catholic (4-1) Beat Beechwood 41-6 at Highlands 90.5
 t3 St. Xavier (3-2) Lost to Moeller (Ohio) 34-27 vs. Central 90.5
 5. Scott Co. (4-1) Beat Tates Creek 71-13 at Clark Co. 87.4
 6. Lexington Catholic (4-1) Beat Madison Central 41-23 at Mercer Co. 86.2
 7. Warren Central (5-0) Beat Barren Co. 50-8 at Greenwood 86.1
 8. John Hardin (4-0) Idle vs. Iroquois 85.3
 9. Central (5-0) Beat Western 28-6 at St. Xavier 84.5
 10. Mayfield (4-1) Beat Graves Co. 56-28 vs. Marshall Co. 83.6
 11. PRP (5-0) Beat DeSales 60-27 at Fern Creek 82.7
 12. Cooper (5-0) Beat Holmes 29-0 vs. Scott 82.3
 13. Henderson Co. (3-2) Beat Apollo 53-16 vs. Meade Co. 81.0
 14. Butler (3-1) Beat Doss 35-6 at Fairdale 80.8
 t15. Boyle Co. (2-3) Beat Dixie Heights 36-21 vs. Taylor Co. 80.5
 t15. Male (4-1) Beat Boone Co. 45-14 vs. Eastern 80.5
 17. Franklin Co. (5-0) Beat Scott 63-31 vs. West Jessamine 80.4
 18. Eastern (4-1) Beat Boone Co. 45-14 at Male 80.2
 19. Christian Co. (4-1) Beat Fort Campbell 41-22 at Hopkinsville 79.4
 20. Ballard (3-2) Beat Manual 21-0 Idle 79.2
 21. Bryan Station (3-1) Idle vs. Tates Creek 78.5
 22. Conner (3-1) Beat Campbell Co. 35-28 vs. South Oldham 77.2
 t23.  Somerset (3-1) Lost to Breathitt Co. 24-13 at Glasgow 76.5
 t23.  Russell Co. (5-0) Beat North Laurel 45-35 at Letcher Co. Central 76.5
 25. Simon Kenton (5-0) Beat New. Cent. Cath. 28-20 at Ryle 75.8

Note: Defending 6A champ Trinity, which defeated Cincinnati St. Xavier for its 29th 
straight victory, is not rated because it has not yet played a Kentucky team.

CLASS A

1. Mayfield . . . . 83.6
2. Hazard . . . . . 69.1
3. Beechwood . . 67.7
4. Frankfort . . . . 54.9
t5. Lou. Holy Cross . 52.7
t5. Raceland . . . 52.7
7. Williamsburg . 49.9
8. Russellville . . 44.9
9. Fairview  . . . . 44.4
10. Ky. Country Day 37.0
11. Pikeville  . . . 35.7
12. Harlan  . . . . 35.2
13. Bellevue . . . 24.1
14. Bethlehem . 23.1
15. Nicholas Co. 22.0
16. Eminence . . 20.8
17. Campbellsville 16.5 
18. Bracken Co. 14.3
19. Paris  . . . . . 13.5
t20. Jenkins . . . . 11.4
t20. Pineville . . . 11.4
22. Dayton . . . . . 8.2
23. South Floyd  . 5.8
24. Berea . . . . . . 4.4
25. Caverna . . . . 4.3
26. Paintsville . . . 3.1
27. Ludlow . . . . . 2.4
28. Allen Central 0.9
29. Lynn Camp . . 0.5
30. Fulton Co. . . . 0.4
31. Phelps . . . . . 0.1

CLASS 2A

1. Somerset . . . 76.5
2. Danville  . . . . 73.2
3. New.Cent.Cath. 68.5
4. DeSales  . . . . 64.5
5. OwensboroCath. 68.5
6. Murray . . . . . 60.4
t7. Caldwell Co. 58.7
t7. Glasgow . . . . 58.7
9. Bardstown  . . 57.9
10. Hancock Co. 57.1
11. Lou. Christian 54.8
12. Green Co. . . 54.2
13. Lex. Christian . 53.6
14. Prestonsburg 49.9
15. Cov.HolyCross 49.7
16. Butler Co. . . 39.0
17. Lloyd Memorial 34.1
18. Crittenden Co. 34.0
19. Walton-Verona 33.3
20. Owen Co. . . 32.7
21. Union Co. . . 30.9
t22. Leslie Co.. . 28.9
t22. Middlesboro 28.9

24. Shelby Valley 26.8
25. Carroll Co. . 26.7
26. BallardMemorial 26.6
27. Gallatin Co. 25.6
28. Fort Knox . . 24.7
29. Newport . . . 21.9
30. Betsy Layne 19.6
31. Washington Co. 18.9
32. ToddCo.Cent. 18.5
33. Reidland . . . 15.0
34. Metcalfe Co. 18.9
35. Shawnee  . . . 1.8
36. Bishop Brossart 1.1
t37. Clinton Co. . . 0.1
t37. McLean Co.  . 0.1
t37. Trimble Co. . . 0.1

CLASS 3A

1. Central . . . . . 84.5
2. Bell Co.  . . . . 74.5
3. PaducahTilghman 74.3
4. Belfry . . . . . . 73.7
5. Breathitt Co. . 68.5
6. Fort Campbell 64.5
7. Monroe Co. . . 56.5
8. Corbin  . . . . . 54.4
9. Garrard Co.  . 52.2
10. Wayne Co.  . 51.0
11. Bourbon Co. 49.6
12. Sheldon Clark 45.8
13. Trigg Co. . . . 45.0
14. Edmonson Co. 44.9
15. PikeCo.Cent. 44.5
16. South Warren 43.8
17. Lawrence Co. 40.2
18. LaRue Co.  . 39.8
19. Morgan Co. 39.3
20. Russell . . . . 37.7
21. Mason Co.  . 37.4
22. Fleming Co. 33.8
23. Henry Co. . . 29.0
24. Adair Co.  . . 26.7
25. Elizabethtown . 20.8
26. Lewis Co. . . 20.0
27. Powell Co.  . 19.5
28. Casey Co. . . 18.9
29. Bath Co. . . . 18.2
30. Webster Co. 17.3
31. Heath . . . . . 16.7
t32. Hart Co.. . . 14.1
t32. Western Hills 14.1
34. East Carter . . 9.3
35. Estill Co. . . . . 9.1
36. Magoffin Co. . 8.4
37. West Carter  . 7.1
38. Jackson Co. . 6.1
39. East Ridge  . . 3.6
40. McCrearyCent. 1.0

41. KnottCo.Cent. 0.1

CLASS 4A

1. Highlands . . . 95.1
2. Cov.Catholic . 90.5
3. Lex.Catholic  . 86.2
4. Boyle Co. . . . 80.5
5. Russell Co. . . 76.5
6. Lone Oak  . . . 73.6
7. Knox Central . 73.2
8. Ashland Blazer 72.6
9. Johnson Central  . 71.5
10. Collins  . . . . 70.7
11. Owensboro . 63.5
12. Madisonville 62.7
13. Frank-Simp. 62.1
14. North Oldham . 62.0
15. Western  . . . 60.8
16. Holmes . . . . 56.5
17. Clay Co. . . . 53.7
18. Spencer Co. 53.5
19. Mercer Co. . 51.9
20. Warren East 50.9
21. AllenCo.-Scott. 48.4
22. Rowan Co.  . 47.0
23. Doss. . . . . . 45.6
24. Rockcastle Co. 43.5
25. Moore. . . . . 41.3
26. Marion Co. . 40.3
27. Calloway Co. 37.7
28. Taylor Co. . . 36.3
29. Fairdale  . . . 35.6
30. Valley . . . . . 29.4
31. Boyd Co.  . . 26.8
32. Harrison Co. 26.7
33. Greenup Co. 15.4
34. Waggener . . . 9.5
35. HopkinsCo.Cent. 8.3
36. Atherton . . . . 5.4
t37. BreckinridgeCo. 1.6
t37. Pendleton Co. 1.6

CLASS 5A

1. Bowling Green 92.4
2. Warren Central 86.1
3. John Hardin  . 85.3
4. Cooper . . . . . 82.3
5. Franklin Co.  . 80.4
6. Christian Co. 79.4
7. Conner . . . . . 77.2
8. Anderson Co. 68.2
9. Greenwood . . 67.0
10. Graves Co. . 63.8
11. North Hardin 63.2
12. S. Oldham . 63.0
13. North Bullitt 61.1
14. Jeffersontown 60.9
15. Whitley Co. . 59.6

16. MontgomeryCo. 59.4
17. Bullitt Central 57.0
18. Shelby Co. . 56.0
19. Grayson Co. 55.6
20. PerryCo.Cent. 55.1
t21. Pulaski Co. 54.5
t21. Southwestern 54.5
23. Woodford Co. 53.1
24. Bullitt East . 52.4
25. Scott  . . . . . 50.4
26. Lincoln Co. . 47.5
27. Apollo  . . . . 46.5
28. LetcherCo.Cent. 45.2
29. EastJessamine 44.7
30. WestJessamine 44.2
31. North Laurel 40.4
32. South Laurel 38.8
33. Ohio Co. . . . 38.7
34. Hopkinsville 34.4
35. Barren Co. . 32.4
36. MadisonSouthern 29.7
37. Grant Co. . . 29.3
38. Logan Co. . . 20.1
39. Iroquois  . . . 17.1

CLASS 6A

1. St. Xavier . . . 90.5
2. Scott Co.  . . . 87.4
3. PRP  . . . . . . . 82.7
4. Henderson Co. 81.0
5. Butler . . . . . . 80.8
6. Male . . . . . . . 80.5
7. Eastern . . . . . 80.5
8. Ballard . . . . . 79.2
9. Bryan Station 78.5
10. Simon Kenton 75.8
11. Meade Co. . 75.6
12. Henry Clay . 74.4
13. Manual . . . . 71.7
14. Lafayette  . . 71.6
15. Ryle . . . . . . 70.4
16. Campbell Co. 69.9
17. Boone Co.  . 68.2
18. MadisonCent. 67.8
19. Dixie Heights . 60.7
20. CentralHardin 58.4
21. Oldham Co. . . 57.2
t22. Seneca . . . . . 56.7
t22. Tates Creek  . 56.7
24. Fern Creek . . . 53.6
25. Clark Co. . . . . 53.4
t26. Marshall Co. . 47.3
t26. Paul Dunbar . 47.3
28. Nelson Co.  . . 46.9
29. Daviess Co. . . 36.9
30. Southern . . . . 30.1
31. MuhlenbergCo. 14.0

RATINGS BY CLASS

ficult to digest.
It also raises the David 

Byrne question: “How did we 
get here?”

How did a program that 
two years ago appeared ready 
to step up to the next level 
suddenly sink toward rock 
bottom yet again?

If it’s college sports, re-
cruiting is usually the answer. 
The truth is, there is little to 
no depth in Kentucky’s junior 
and senior classes. For what-
ever reason, the signees from 
those years were either non-
starters, failed to develop or 
went by the wayside through 
attrition.

There was a reason that 
upon being promoted to head 
coach in 2009, Joker Phillips 
began re-molding the staff, 

replacing some of predeces-
sor Rich Brooks’ long-time 
aides with assistants Phillips 
believed would be better 
recruiters.

Not all of those moves 
have worked. Phillips 
dumped defensive coordina-
tor Steve Brown in favor of 
veteran Rick Minter, Phillips’ 
old boss when Minter was 
head coach at Cincinnati. 
Fifteen games into Minter’s 
tenure, however, there is no 
evidence that the defense 
is better than when Brown 
was in charge, and you could 
make the argument it has 
regressed.

Overall, those closest to 
the program insist there is 
better quality among the last 
two to three signing classes. 
The roster’s better players 
are located in those classes, 
which is why so many of 
them have already made the 

field.
“Well, we’ve got a lot of 

young players,” Phillips said 
when asked what he would 
say to dispirited fans. “We’ve 
got a lot of young players, 
and we’ll continue to play 
them and see how much 
better they get from week to 
week.”

It may be too late for that. 
This being election 

season, fans have a vote and 
they have exercised that 
right. They’ve voted with 
their wallets. The home open-
er against Kent State, fresh 
off UK’s 32-14 loss at Louis-
ville, drew a meager 48,346, 
the lowest crowd since 
Commonwealth Stadium was 
expanded in 1998. 

Despite an entertaining 
win over Kent State the week 
before, and an in-state rival in 
WKU, Saturday’s game drew 
just 53,980.

Those are cold, hard num-
bers for an athletics program 
that depends in large part on 
football revenue to fund its 
department.

The discouraging news 
is that now the Cats enter 
SEC play. This week’s op-
ponent, Florida, just rocked 
Rocky Top with a 37-20 win 
at Tennessee. Then come 
home games against South 
Carolina, a top-10 team, and 
Mississippi State, which is 
3-0. There are five more SEC 
foes after that.

In other words, it figures 
to get worse before it gets 
better.

Somehow, Joker Phillips 
and Co. have to find a way to 
get the spiral stopped.

John Clay: (859) 231-3226. 
Email: jclay@herald-leader.com.  
Twitter: @johnclayiv. 
Blog: johnclay.bloginky.com
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CLAY

Fifth-year seniors like 
Taylor Wyndham have heard 
negative talk before and was 
asked what advice he will give 
UK’s relatively young group.

“We need to remember 
it’s a long season,” Wyndham 
said. “It’s disappointing to be 
1-2 right now, but you still 
have nine more opportunities 
to go.”

S en ior  Aaron  B oyd 
agreed.

“We kept fighting,” Boyd 
said. “We didn’t give up and 
we came back. They made 
one more play than we did. 
We got to keep moving on; 
we’ve got a game to play next 
week.”

But the road ahead is more 
treacherous than the one be-
hind UK, the road that left 
them 1-2 to start this season.

Four of Kentucky’s next 
five opponents are all ranked, 
all an unbeaten 3-0 in No. 14 
Florida, No. 7 South Carolina, 
No. 23 Mississippi State and 

No. 5 Georgia. The one un-
ranked and beaten opponent 
is a tough trip to Arkansas.

“The road definitely doesn’t 
get any easier,” sophomore 
quarterback Maxwell Smith 
said in his matter of fact way.

The last time a Kentucky 
team was beaten by a team 
outside of the BCS was a 28-
16 loss to Ohio University in 
2004.

That UK team, in its 
second season under Rich 
Brooks, finished 2-9, with the 
last win coming over Vander-
bilt that season, 14-13.

The players and coaches 
are hopeful that this team 
won’t suffer the same fate.

The fact that UK kept 
fighting, even when it looked 
like the game was over against 
Western Kentucky on Satur-
day, is a positive sign.

“They had an opportunity 
to hang their heads today,” 
head coach Joker Phillips said 
when asked why he thinks 
this team still has some wins 
left in it. “They had an oppor-
tunity down in the first half 
and even late in the second 

half.”
The Kentucky head coach 

said he doesn’t like talk he’s 
heard about his team being 
soft.

“This team is not soft by 
any means,” he said. “We’ve 
got some tough individuals in 
that locker room.”

When asked what that 
locker room was like after the 
loss, which happened in over-

time on a trick play, two-point 
conversion, Smith shook his 
head.

“It wasn’t good, as you can 
imagine,” he said.

But he shrugged his 
bruised shoulder with the ice 
pack still attached.

“We’ll be all right,” he said. 
“We have to keep our chins 
up and keep fighting.”

That’s all the team can do, 
Sanders said.

Quitting early in the game 
when UK was struggling 
or late in the game when it 
seemed that the Cats would 
never be able to tie the game 
and send it to overtime, 
wasn’t an option.

“We’ve stil l  got nine 
games to play,” Sanders said. 
“I’ve been here for five bowl 
games. I want to be here for 
six. That’s still our goal: to 
get ourselves in the position 
to get to a bowl game. We’ve 
still got nine games left to get 
it done.”

Jennifer Smith: (859) 231-3241. 
Twitter: @jenheraldleader.  
Blog: ukfootball.bloginky.com.
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FOOTBALL

Coach Joker Phillips said he 
was pleased that his Wildcats 
kept fighting on Saturday, even 
when a comeback looked slim.

MARK CORNELISON | STAFF

MIAMI — The Cincinnati 
Reds tied a season high with 
17 hits and it was their final 
one that proved to be the big-
gest.

Ryan Ludwick hit a go-
ahead single in the 11th in-
ning to lift the Reds to a 5-4 
win over the Miami Marlins 
on Sunday.

“That was a big one for 
us,” Ludwick said. “That’s a 
team fighting to spoil people 
probably and they gave us 
all we could handle for three 
straight days. Just to be able 
to get that one was very im-
portant.

Ludwick, Dioner Navarro, 
and Didi Gregorius each had 
three hits for the Reds, who 
left 14 men on base.

“We did get a lot of hits,” 
Reds Manager Dusty Baker 

said. “We left a ton of guys on 
base, had a lot of opportuni-
ties, which is the name of the 
game. The more opportunities 

you get, sooner or later you’re 
going to bust through.”

Jonathan Broxton came 
on to pitch the bottom of the 
11th for his second save with 
the Reds.

Carlos Zambrano (7-10) 
was the Marlins’ ninth pitcher 
of the game when he came 
on to pitch the 11th. Zam-
brano, who had not pitched 
since Sept. 7, issued a lead-
off single to Chris Heisey and 
walked Joey Votto before Lud-
wick singled through the left 
side for a 5-4 lead.

“When you lay off that 
much, you can’t ask too 
much,” Marlins Manager 
Ozzie Guillen said. “On the 
other hand my starting pitch-
ers have been throwing seven, 
eight innings plus the last 
week, week and a half. That’s 
why the guys in the bullpen 
have not been pitching that 
much.”

Miami had an opportunity 
to score in the 10th when Gi-
ancarlo Stanton came to the 
plate with two runners on, 
but Logan Ondrusek (4-2) 
struck him out.

“Ondrusek came in and 
got a big, big out on Stanton,” 
Baker said.

Donovan Solano drew a 
two-out walk from Broxton, 
who got John Buck to fly out 
to the deepest part of the ball-
park to end the game. Buck’s 

deep fly to center field was 
caught by Drew Stubbs just in 
front of the 418-foot wall.

“I knew in this ballpark to 
never give up on it because 
it’s so deep out there,” Stubbs 
said.

Jose Reyes hit a tying 
double off the right-field wall 
in the eighth inning off Mat 
Latos.

“I thought the ball that 
Reyes hit was a homer,” Bak-
er said. “I didn’t see where it 
hit on the wall and I was glad 
it stayed in the ball park.”

Reyes had three hits to 
lead the Marlins, who were 
searching for their first three-
game sweep since June 29-
July 1 when they swept Phila-
delphia.

“It’s tough when you hit 
the ball good and you think 
you’ve got a home run and 

the ball doesn’t go out,” 
Reyes said. “It’s kind of tough 
as a hitter but like I say it is 
what it is. You have to deal 
with it.”

Latos pitched 72⁄3 innings 
allowing four runs and seven 
hits. He struck out eight and 
walked three.

“I tried my best to keep us 
in,” Latos said. “I wound up 
giving up a lead, that’s always 
aggravating. Seems like that’s 
been the story of the year for 
me for the most part. We got 
a ‘W’ and we have to move 
forward. That magic number 
is getting closer and closer.”

The Reds’ magic number 
to clinch a playoff spot to be-
gin the day was six over St. 
Louis and Los Angeles.

Marlins starter Ricky No-
lasco allowed three runs and 
10 hits in five innings.

Ludwick’s single in 11th inning lifts Reds
REDS 5, MARLINS 4 (11)

Associated Press

Ryan Ludwick’s single off Mar-
lins pitcher Carlos Zambrano 
broke a 4-4 tie in the top of 
the 11th inning.

ALAN DIAZ | ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEXT GAME
Reds at Cubs
When: 8:05 p.m. Tuesday

Pitchers: Reds, Bailey (11-9); 
Cubs, Germano (2-7)

TV: FS Ohio

pit cycle with about 35 laps 
remaining and led the final 
26 laps in the 400-mile race. 
Johnson finished 3.171 sec-
onds behind, and he said he 
thought Keselowski crossed 
a restraining line too early 
when exiting after that pit 
stop near the end. The inci-
dent was reviewed and there 
was no infraction called.

“He did cut up early. It did 
impede my progress,” John-
son said. “But it didn’t affect 
the outcome, I don’t believe. 
The way he made quick work 
in traffic and stretched it out 
on me, I’m not sure I would 
have held him off.”

All 12 of the Chase drivers 
finished in the top 18, with the 
exception of Jeff Gordon, who 
went into the wall with about 
80 laps remaining. Gordon 
barely qualified for the Chase 
to begin with, and his cham-
pionship hopes are already 
in serious jeopardy after his 
35th-place showing Sunday.

It was Keselowski’s fourth 
victory of the season. The 
Michigan driver leads John-
son by three points — and 
gave Penske Racing a reason 
to feel good after Will Power’s 

failed bid for the IndyCar 
championship Saturday night 
in California.

“It’s a great day for us,” 
owner Roger Penske said. “It 
cools me down a little bit af-
ter being hot last night.”

Kyle Busch finished fourth, 
the best performance of 
any driver not in the Chase. 
Among other Chase qualifi-
ers, defending champion Tony 
Stewart was sixth, Dale Earn-
hardt Jr. was eighth, Martin 
Truex Jr. was ninth and Clint 
Bowyer was 10th. Kevin Har-
vick finished 12th, one spot 
ahead of Greg Biffle.

Denny Hamlin, the top 
seed coming in, fell all the 
way to 16th in the race while 
low on fuel at the end, and 
Matt Kenseth finished 18th.

Stewart is third in the 
standings, followed by a 
three-way tie among Hamlin, 
Kahne and Bowyer. Earnhardt 
is seventh, followed by Biffle, 
Truex, Harvick, Kenseth and 
Gordon — who is 47 points 
behind the leader.

There were only four cau-
tions for 23 laps, the last com-
ing when Gordon needed to 
return to the garage with dam-
age to the right side of his car. 
He said his throttle became 
stuck, causing the crash.

“Disappointing,” said Gor-

don, who started the race in 
19th position. “We had to 
fight hard to come from 19th 
up there in the top five, and 
the car was feeling good.”

Keselowski has finished in 
the top 10 in 10 of the last 11 
races.

Notes
■ Aric Almirola was second 

in qualifying and was near the 
front with the leaders at the 
beginning of Sunday’s race, 
even leading three laps early 
on. His day took a turn for the 
worse when a pass-through 
penalty was called on him for 
an uncontrolled tire.

The penalty was later re-
scinded, and Almirola was 
allowed to return to the lead 
lap — but that didn’t keep 

him from losing valuable track 
position.

“That was very bizarre. 
They pretty much ruined our 
day,” Almirola said. “It was 
extremely tough to pass to-
day. ... To be running fourth 
and get a pass-through pen-
alty and lose a lap and then 
have them tell you that they 
are sorry and give you your 
lap back, but you are on the 
tail end of the lead lap so you 
go from running fourth to 
23rd or 24th. That is pretty 
pathetic.”
■ Danica Patrick finished 

25th on Sunday, the best 
showing in her young Sprint 
Cup career. Patrick was mak-
ing only her sixth Cup start 
and hadn’t finished higher 
than 29th.
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NASCAR

THE DEPOT,MIDWAY, KY

Saturday, Sept. 22nd at 10:00 AM

128 E. Main St., Midway, KY

Open House:
Wednesday, September 19th from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

and one hour prior to auction or call auctioneer.

Go to www.halfhillauctions.com or www.rhr.com
for auction terms and conditions, additional information and Visual Tour

ABSOLUTEAUCTION

Property Description: Fabulous historic Old Depot building in
downtown Midway. With 3,800 SF (+/-) including a very nice upstairs
apartment, this property was most recently a restaurant and bar, but
could host a variety of retail business opportunities. Located right in
the center of downtown Midway where many beautiful improvements
have been made to the streetscape including sidewalks, stone walls and

architectural street lighting.

Jim Halfhill
Principal Auctioneer

Rector-Hayden, Realtors
halfhill@rhr.com
(859) 338-5764

David Allen
Listing Agent

The Gibson Company
dallen@thegibsoncompany.com

(859) 420-3974

MONDAY NIGHT
FOOTBALL

Fantasy Football Contests

$200*

*$100 CASH & $100 GIFT CERTIFICATE


