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BLONDIE

DADDY’S HOME

PICKLES

BETWEEN FRIENDS

BABY BLUES

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM

GARFIELD

BEETLE BAILEY

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

REX MORGAN, M.D.

JUMBLE

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Across
 1 “Shoo, kitty!”
 5 Minus item on a 

balance sheet
 10 “Man, that was 

close!”
 14 One’s equal
 15 Harden (to)
 16 Jewish wedding 

dance
 17 Et ___ (and others)
 18 Luxury craft cross-

ing the Atlantic, say
 20 Hog’s food
 21 ___ sequitur
 22 Give the most 

votes
 23 Paris cabaret
 27 Hog’s home
 28 Weapon for 

fencing
 29 Shekel : Israel :: ___ 

: Mexico
 31 Letter before iota
 34 ___ Mustard (Clue 

character): Abbr.
 35 Not naughty
 39 Good grounding
 43 Building block of 

molecules
 44 Gibbon, for one
 45 Heavy zoo critter
 46 Lack of 

hardships
 48 Employee’s pay
 50 Recipe amt.
 53 Spooned-out Nestlé 

product

 58 Many a South Seas 
island

 60 By way of
 61 Slangy 

greeting
 62 What this crossword 

is, in a way?
 65 “Step ___!” (“Hurry 

up!”)
 66 Having settled the 

score
 67 Planet invaded in 

“The War of the 
Worlds”

 68 Given for a time
 69 Cincinnati team
 70 Full of nerve
 71 Exploring the 

bounds of propriety, 
as humor

Down
 1 Involuntary twitch
 2 Instrument played 

with a bow
 3 Vowel run
 4 Rhythm for a minu-

et or waltz
 5 “Walk On By” singer 

Warwick
 6 “Again! Again!”
 7 Good, in Granada
 8 Levin or Gershwin
 9 “Perfect” number
 10 Punxsutawney ___ 

(annual spring 
forecaster)

 11 Sharpens
 12 Posture-perfect
 13 Like a witch’s nose
 19 Cask dregs

 24 Portable Apple 
device

 25 “___ my honor!”
 26 Desex, as a stallion
 30 Considered from all 

sides
 31 Org. conducting 

airport searches
 32 On a streak
 33 “Livin’ Thing” rock 

grp.
 34 Pool stick
 36 “East” on a grand-

father clock
 37 Jailbird
 38 Rock producer 

Brian
 40 Burkina ___ 

(African land)
 41 Oil cartel
 42 Jason’s ship
 47 Rights grp.
 48 What belts wrap 

around
 49 Lack of interest
 50 Circus employee 

with a whip
 51 Barrel support
 52 Prodded with a 

finger
 54 In broad daylight
 55 Enjoyed a banquet
 56 Looking at
 57 Run-down
 59 Periscope part
 63 Item to hang your 

hat on
 64 Greek cross
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Baby Blues is on vacation.

Dear Abby: America’s tradesmen — 
plumbers, electricians, auto mechanics, 
roofers, masons and more — get very 
little respect. In fact, the only time 
these skilled professionals get our at-
tention is when we have an emergency.

This lack of regard is leading our 
nation down an unfortunate pathway, 
as fewer and fewer young people 
pursue jobs in these professions. If we 
don’t change our attitude about the 
worth of tradesmen, who will build 
our homes and schools, repair our 
cars, keep our water flowing and our 
power turned on?

On Sept. 21, we have a chance to 
thank a tradesman. The date has been 
earmarked as National Tradesmen 
Day. Everyone can participate: Drop a 
box of doughnuts at the job site near 
your home. Call your plumber and 
say, “Thank you for your help over 
the years.” Invite a skilled tradesman 
to speak at your child’s school. Abby, 
would you help to get the word out? 
 — Jeff D. in Greenville, S.C.

Dear Jeff: I’m pleased to help 
because I agree with your message. 
Tradespeople don’t often receive the 
respect and gratitude they deserve. 
Failure to extend this courtesy may 
affect our quality of life in the coming 
decades.

In years past, skilled trades were 
handed down with pride from one gen-
eration to the next. However, as baby 
boomers have been retiring, fewer 
young people have been stepping 
forward to take their place. In fact, 
according to a recent talent shortage 
survey by ManpowerGroup, more jobs 
for skilled tradesmen go unfilled than 
any other category of employment. 

Why? Because there aren’t enough 
trained replacements to fill openings 
for electricians, welders, mechanics, 
plumbers, roofers and more.

Part of the reason may be our 
emphasis on pursuing advanced col-
lege degrees for almost everyone. But 
another may be the lack of respect that 
has been shown for these vital occupa-
tions. The result has been, according 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, that 
for every three tradesmen who retire, 
only one person is stepping up to fill 
the gap.

People in the trades can earn good 
money. Visit a local community college 
with your son or daughter and learn 
more about classes and certifications 
available for skilled trades.

Visit nationaltradesmenday.com, but 
keep in mind we are grateful for their 
efforts the other 364 days a year, too.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren, 
also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips. 
Write Dear Abby at Dearabby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, Calif. 90069.
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For our sake, tradesmen 
need to know we’re grateful
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More comics

For more comics, plus Sudoku 
and other puzzles and games, 
go to Kentucky.com/comics.


