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NUMBERS GAME: $25,000
The amount American gold medal winners receive from the U.S. Olympic Committee. A silver medal is worth $15,000, 
and a bronze $10,000. According to MSN.com, Italy awards the most lucrative payouts, with gold medal winners get-
ting $182,400. Great Britain is the rare country to offer no incentives.

WHAT  
WE’LL SEE

Sunday
The glamor event of the 2012 Olympic 
Games unfolds with the running of 
the men’s 100-meter dash. Lexington 
native Tyson Gay tries to get in on the 
medals up against Jamaican stars 
Usain Bolt and Yohan Blake. Semifinals 
at 2:45 p.m. Finals at 4:50 p.m. Watch 
it live on NBCOlympics.com, or taped 
in prime time on NBC-18.

Thursday
Golf’s final major of the year — the PGA 
Championship — tees off at Kiawah 
Island in South Carolina. We’ve seen 16 
different golfers win the past 16 majors. 
And none of them was Tiger Woods. (1 
p.m., TNT)

Thursday
If all goes according to plan, the U.S. 
women’s soccer team will be playing 
for its fourth gold medal since the 
sport was adopted at the 1996 Games. 
(2:45 p.m. NBC Sports Network)

Friday
The Bengals open exhibition play against 
the visiting Jets. Fans will probably see a 
lot more of Tim Tebow than Andy Dalton. 
(7:30 p.m.)

Saturday
Lace ’em up for the 28th annual A Mid-
summer Night’s Run through downtown 
Lexington. The 1-Mile Fun Run/Walk 
starts at 6 p.m., followed by The Fastest 
Kid in Town race at 6:30 and the 5K run 
at 8:30.
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Jamaica’s Yohan Blake, left, and 
Usain Bolt make a formidable duo 
against Lexington’s Tyson Gay.
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Commonwealth Stadium era.
In 1977, the 6-foot-7 de-

fensive end was the corner-
stone of a stifling Kentucky 
defense that held foes to 10.1 
points a game. That year, 
Fran Curci’s Cats compiled a 
10-1 record that included a 
perfect 6-0 SEC mark. Still 
was a consensus first-team 
All-American.

The Kansas City Chiefs 
selected the UK star with 
the No. 2 overall pick in the 
1978 NFL Draft. He went on 
to make four Pro Bowls in 
Kansas City before finishing 
out his pro career with the 
Buffalo Bills.

Still’s interest in Samoa 
dates back to his NFL play-
ing days. One of his team-
mates with the Chiefs was 
Frank Manumaleuga. “My 
Samoan brother,” Still says.

Because of that connec-
tion, Still has visited Samoa 
before. “When I was over 
there in the ’90s, I sort of fell 
in love with the lifestyle,” Still 
said. “It’s very, very family 
oriented. Young people there 
still show a lot of respect for 
their elders. It’s all about fam-
ily there. And I like that.”

As has been well docu-
mented, there are a sur-
prising number of football 
players of Samoan descent in 
both the NFL and American 
major-college football. When 
60 Minutes did a story on 
the phenomenon in 2010, 
it reported that there were 
more than 30 players of Sa-
moan descent in the NFL and 
more than 200 in Division I 
college football.

Most of those players have 
ties to American Samoa. An 
unincorporated U.S. territory, 
American Samoa forms the 
eastern part of a South Pa-
cific island chain that is often 
referred to as Samoa.

The Independent State 
of Samoa — where Still is 
potentially going — is a sepa-
rate entity in the western part 
of that island chain. From 
1962, when it got its inde-
pendence from New Zealand, 
until 1997 the country was 
known as Western Samoa.

According to the Central 
Intelligence Agency’s World 
Handbook, Samoa is located 
roughly half way between 
Hawaii and New Zealand 
and has a population of some 
194,320 (American Samoa has 
a population of some 65,000).

If the journey comes to 
fruition, Still said he ex-
pects to get settled for a 
few months, then have some 
members of his family join 
him.

The plan, Still said, is for 
grants to subsidize at least 
part of the effort to start the 
sports programs in Samoa. 
“We’re also hoping we can 
get donations of sports equip-
ment and stuff like that, if 
companies have some surplus 
stuff around,” he said.

Should he end up teaching 
American sports in Samoa, 
Still will be living in a time 
zone some 19 hours ahead 
of his normal residence in 
the Kansas City suburb of 
Liberty, Mo. Yet part of the 
appeal of going there for him 
is that life in Samoa moves at 
a pace far more tranquil than 
here, he said.

“People talk about ‘Samoa 
time,’” Still says. “Economical-
ly, there it is not like it is over 
here. Society there, it’s like 25, 
30 years behind life here.”

Back when Still and his 
fellow Camden, N.J., prod-
uct Derrick Ramsey, were 
the faces of the UK football 
program in 1976 and ’77, 
Kentucky beat Penn State, 
LSU, Florida and Tennessee 
each in back-to-back seasons.

Still was such a defensive 
stalwart that, by the end of 
his Kentucky career, oppos-
ing teams literally stopped 
running plays to his side of 
the field. Old-school UK fans 
still remember Still rumbling 
52 yards with a blocked field 
goal for a touchdown in Ken-
tucky’s 33-13 pasting of LSU 
in Baton Rouge in 1977.

The last time I saw Still, a 
few years back, he still looked 
fit enough to play. Or to rock 
a lava-lava.

If the Samoa excursion 
comes through, Still says 
he will wear the traditional 
Samoan sarong when ap-
propriate. 

“I still get up early and do 
my workouts,” he says. “I’ll 
look good in my lava-lava.”
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opener at  Louisville  falling 
on a Sunday, UK spokesman 
Tony Neely said.

“I don’t like our first 
practice to be Fan Day, but it 
was,” Phillips said. “We got 
that out of the way. We’ve 
got to get better from this 
point forward.”

The Cats will have one 
more day in shorts, then two 
days in shells before putting 
on pads for the first time.

In the seven-on- seven and 
11-on-11 drills, the defense 
seemed to dominate, picking 
off every quarterback at least 
once, some twice. But don’t 
read too much into that, the 
coach warned.

“You’ve got to throw it 
to the right colored jersey,” 
Phillips said, “but again, first 
day trying to understand the 
speed of the game again, get 
acclimated to that.” 

Senior quarterback  Morgan 
Newton completed  several 
long passes and looked 
healthy coming off surgery on 
his throwing shoulder.

“It’s good to have him 
out here because there’s a 
competition at quarterback,” 
Phillips said of his once 
starter. “I really like how 
young (Patrick) Towles had 
command of the ball and how 
he commanded the huddle.”

But again, it’s difficult to 
know what he saw, Phillips 
said.

“We’re still in shorts; this 
is really flag football right 
now,” he quipped.

SEC-size chip?
Commitments are made. 

Commitments are broken. 
It’s life in big-time college 
football, especially in the 
Southeastern Conference.

For at least two of 
 Kentucky’s freshmen, a less 
than happy ending with 
another SEC school could 
turn out to be a big positive 
for the Cats.

Linebacker Khalid 
 Henderson and running back 
Justin Taylor had yearlong 
courtships and  commitments 
with other schools. 
 Henderson was all set to go 
to Tennessee, and Taylor 
was headed to Alabama.

But Henderson, a 6-1, 
220-pounder from Mableton, 
Ga., said that after more 
than a year committed to the 
Vols, his relationship with 
Coach Derek Dooley “went a 
little soft.”

“Mostly, they didn’t think 
I was up to par,”  Henderson 
told Herald-Leader  columnist 
Mark Story on  Friday. “Which 
was dumbfounding to me. I 
was like, ‘I’m a 4-star recruit 
on ESPN. How am I not up 
to par?’ But I found a good 
relationship with Coach 
Phillips and the rest of the 
staff. I just went from there. 
I trusted them, and I came 
to Kentucky.”

Even though his 
 commitment with  Tennessee 
was firm in November when 
UK ended the Vols’ 26-
year victory streak against 
 Kentucky, Henderson 
remembers being impressed 
with the scrappy Cats.

“I saw how Danny 
 (Trevathan) and Winston 
(Guy) went off and how Matt 
(Roark) took control of the 
game in his hands,” he said.

For Taylor, a 5-10, 
215-pound back from 
Atlanta, a knee injury late 
in his senior season had 
Alabama asking him to delay 
his enrollment until January, 
a process called grayshirting.

Stanley Pritchett,  Taylor’s 
guardian and a former SEC 
and NFL back, said he 
trusted Kentucky’s coaches.

“We felt comfortable with 
them, and they promised 
to take care of Justin,” 
 Pritchett told the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution news-
paper. “I think everything 
turned out well, ultimately. I 

wanted him to go to college 
right now because when 
you’re the first person in 
your family to graduate from 
high school, you don’t need 
to be sitting out.”

Taylor seemed pleased to 
be trading his crimson and 
white for blue and white.

But what did he do with 
all that Tide gear?

“I gave it away,” he said. 
“A lot of people like  Alabama, 
so I just gave it away.”

Fresh perspective
There’s been a lot of 

talk about how much, if at 
all, Highlands quarterback 
Patrick Towles can contribute 
as a freshman in the SEC.

Lots of people asked 
him, so I asked other people 
instead. Towles has amazing 
credentials.

The 6-foot-5, 242-pounder 
came out of high school 
with a 38-1 record as a 
starter, including three state 
 championships. He passed 
for 7,429 yards and 73 TDs, 
and ran for 1,718 yards and 
38 scores in his career. As 
a senior, he threw for 3,820 
yards and 42 touchdowns 
with just one pick.

But the best quarterback 
in the world would have a 
few struggles making the 
jump from high school to 
college.

“Learning the offense 
shouldn’t be that difficult,” 
offensive coordinator Randy 
Sanders said earlier this 
summer, saying no  decisions 
would be made on the 
 freshman QBs, including 
 often overlooked Jalen 
 Whitlow. “You can take it 
home and study it every 

night before you go to bed.
“The hard part is the 

sheer volumes, and learning 
to react to the sheer volumes 
of defenses they see. When 
you have to recognize the 
defenses and be able to 
respond to them and do it in 
2½ to three seconds before 
you get sacked, that becomes 
the difficult part. How well 
he’s able to manage that 
stuff, and adapt and do 
things will really determine 
where he’s at.”

Sophomore quarterback 
Maxwell Smith, who will get 
first team repetitions to start 
fall camp, said there’s no 
way to prepare a freshman 
 quarterback for life in the 
SEC.

“It’s difficult. It’s very 
 difficult,” Smith said Friday. 
“I learned that last year. 
The speed is just so much 
 different. … Those teams 
were extremely fast, and you 
can’t really prepare for it at 
all.”

Smith’s SEC wake-up call 
came at Louisiana State last 
season when he suffered 
a freak injury thanks to a 
sack by a Tigers defender. 
“I  actually sprained my face 
against LSU,” he said.

A Cat from the past
This is the first in an 

occasional series looking at 
former Kentucky players and 
where they are now.

Football can prepare a 
man for just about anything.

It definitely was good 
preparation for former 
Kentucky linebacker Ronnie 
Riley (1998-2002), who once 
found himself side by side 
with some of the nation’s 
elite military minds.

“To be able to react 
the first time somebody 
gives you choice words was 
 definitely similar to being 
on the field,” Riley said of 
his position as executive 
communications  specialist 
for two high-ranking Army 
generals. “When you’re in 
the heat of anything, there’s 
not time for tact.”

For two years starting 
in 2008, Riley traveled 
the world, coordinating 
 worldwide communications 
for Army generals.

“Basically, we’d 
 coordinate every aspect 

of communications, be it 
 classified or unclassified, 
whether on terrain or in 
the air or in the desert in 
 Afghanistan or Kuwait or 
Iraq,” he said.

His travels took him 
to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Afghanistan, Germany, Iraq 
and South Korea, many 
times wearing a terrestrial 
satellite on his back like 
football pads.

“There’s no Internet out 
there,” he said. “I carried 
around a satellite on my 
back in a backpack. We 
use those to help achieve 
communication. … I made 
sure we were in touch with 
everyone we needed to be in 
touch with.”

He’d often have to keep 
quiet about where he was 
going and what he was 
 doing when talking with 
family and friends. He’d tell 
them he was leaving town 
for a while and when he 
expected to be back.

Riley, 32, left that 
 position for his current one 
in November 2010, when he 
became program manager 
for veteran outreach in the 
secretary of defense’s office.

In his new job, he 
coordinates hundreds of 
education and employment 
activities for veterans who 
are transitioning out of the 
service. He often works for 
and with young people who 
were about his age when he 
was a football standout at 
Kentucky.

“It’s rewarding,” he 
said of his job. “A lot of 
the  individual stories are 
 touching. When these young 
men and women go into 
the service, they have full 
 intention of doing what it 
takes for their country, but 
once they get out, there’s a 
different reality waiting for 
them. So we kind of help 
them embrace that reality.”

If you know of a former 
UK player doing  something 
special or interesting 
or want to know what 
 happened to a Cat from the 
past, please contact me.

The information below 
tells you how. 
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Jennifer Smith: (859) 231-3241. 
Twitter: @jenheraldleader.  
Blog: ukfootball.bloginky.com.

Freshman quarterback Patrick Towles, who led Highlands to three state titles, autographed a football for Corin Davis, 4, of Georgetown as part of Fan Day activities.
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Siblings Sebastian, 5, and McKenzie Ryan, 10, of Pikeville 
watched while the Wildcats did drills on the field. 


