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KABUL, Afghanistan — 
The Afghan Parliament voted 
to dismiss the two most pow-
erful members of the govern-
ment’s security team on Sat-
urday, a surprise move that 
could create new turmoil in 
an already troubled handover 
of control as the U.S.-led co-
alition prepares to leave the 
country.

Lawmakers said they 
wanted to oust the defense 
minister, a longtime friend 
of the United States, and the 
interior minister, who over-
sees the nation’s police force, 
in part because of endemic 
corruption in their ministries 
and because they failed to ad-

equately protect the country 
against recent cross-border 
shelling from Pakistan.

President Hamid Karzai 
could try to delay the men’s 
departure, but early indica-
tions were that he might ac-
cede to Parliament’s wishes.

Shifting power now would 
inevitably roil both ministries, 
which are filled with political 
appointees tied to their lead-
ers, and pull their focus away 
from the urgent task of fight-
ing the insurgency and con-
trolling criminal elements in 
the country. The change would 
come as Afghan soldiers and 
police are taking over more 
responsibility for security in 
much of the country.

Defense Minister Rahim 

Wardak and Interior Minister 
Bismullah Khan Mohammedi 
shoulder most of the responsi-
bility for helping the country 
build a strong enough army 
and police force to fight the 
Taliban without the coalition 
forces who have led the fight 
for more than a decade.

Wardak has focused on 
building up the Afghan army’s 
equipment and forging rela-
tions with foreign allies — 
having served in his post since 
2004. Mohammedi has worked 
in security posts since the fall 
of the Taliban including as 
chief of staff of the army.

“Even if this is only a po-
litical gesture and current 
ministers stay, this is a warn-
ing about the weakness of the 
Karzai government, a reflec-
tion of the deep divisions in 

the Afghan legislature and an 
indication of the kind of far 
deeper ethnic and sectarian 
splits that may come as the 
transition proceeds,” said An-
thony Cordesman, an expert 
on the war at the Center for 
Strategic and International 
Studies in Washington.

At worst, he added, it 
could “have a major impact 
on morale” and “create at least 
several months of turmoil at 
the top at a time when there 
are only about 30 months be-
fore” most U.S. and coalition 
forces are gone by 2014. The 
U.S. Embassy and the NATO 
command here appeared to be 
caught by surprise by the par-
liamentary vote and did not 
comment other than to say 
they were aware of the devel-
opments.

MOVE ADDS TO UNCERTAINTY OF HANDOVER

Two top Afghan ministers face dismissal
By Alissa J. Rubin
The New York Times

BEIRUT — Explosions 
and heavy fighting rocked 
Syria’s two largest cities on 
Saturday, witnesses and activ-
ists said, as the Syrian gov-
ernment and rebel fighters 
struggled to gain an advan-
tage in the country’s bloody, 
17-month-old conflict.

Also, Iran’s state news 
agency reported that uniden-
tified “armed groups” had 
kidnapped 48 Iranians on the 

road to the Damascus airport 
after the Iranians visited a re-
ligious shrine.

The agency quoted an of-
ficial from the Iranian Em-
bassy in Damascus as say-
ing it knew of the pilgrims’ 
whereabouts and was trying 
to get them released, Reuters 
reported. It would be at least 
the third time since the upris-
ing began more than a year 
ago that a group of Iranians 
had been kidnapped, appar-

ently by rebel forces angered 
by Iran’s support for Syria’s 
president, Bashar al-Assad.

The latest kidnapping re-
port could not be verified, and 
it was unclear who might have 
been responsible. But if true, 
the kidnapping and the greater 
use of heavy weapons — tanks, 
helicopters and jets are involved 
daily now — suggest Syria’s 
civil conflict is expanding and 
intensifying as new tactics, 
players and areas are drawn 

into the battle for control.

Syrian fighting intensifies in Aleppo, Damascus
The New York Times

Coming Soon

Still Available!

To get your business featured
on dealsaver® call today!

(859)231.3158 or (859)231.3369
dealsaver@herald-leader.com

THIS IS NOT A COUPON. DEALS MUST BE PURCHASED THROUGH
DEALSAVER®.DEALS AVAILABLE ONLY THROUGH ONLINE PURCHASE.

facebook.com/dealsaverlex
twitter.com/dealsaverlex

Coming
This Week!

$25 for $50 to use
at Holifield Photography!

Coming this month to
Is

Travel Tuesday's.

Buy One Sandwich, Get One FREE
for $7.00 (Value $14)

$97 for 5 seasonally
scheduled exterior

treatments!
($195 Value!)

If you have space in your
home and your life, you
could become a foster
parent with Key Assets
caring for children aged 10+

Room
for a new
challenge?

kentucky

Alternatively to find out more about fostering, contact us on the details below:

(859) 497-3800 www.keyassetskentucky.com

� Support from social workers,
therapists, education specialists
and support workers

We provide all our foster parents with:
� A competitive fee and paid respite
� 24/7 support and ongoing training

Interested?

Come along to our coffee evening on
Thursday 16th August from 6pm - 8pm
at: 560 East Third Street
The Plantory, Lexington

*36 month lease with $3500 due at signing, $0 security deposit and approved credit. All offers include factory rebates and
discounts, plus tax, tag, title and $599 dealer fee with approved credit. Prices are not available in conjunction with any
other offers, discounts or rebates. No two offers can be combined. See dealer for complete details. Offers expire 8/6/2012.

Toyota On Nicholasville

Toyota Dealer
Based on 2011 retail sales from TMS.#1

Kentucky’s

www.ToyotaOnNicholasville.com

Where Price Sells Cars!

Service
Open ‘Til
MidnightFollow us on Facebook & Twitter

SALES HOURS:

Members
Welcome!

2100 Lexington Road

888-887-9939

TMMK
MDL#2532
STK#55327

4 Door
Auto

New 2012
Toyota CAMRY LE
$19,980

LEASE FOR
$129

PER MONTH*
OR


