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running back Curtis Martin 
— who delivered a pain-
fully honest speech about 
his rough upbringing — and 
former Pittsburgh Steelers 
cornerback Jack Butler, a star 
in the 1950s, were among 
the honorees, but the theme 
of the night belonged to four 
men up front, two on each 
side of the ball.

There was Willie Roaf, the 
mammoth offensive tackle 
with the New Orleans Saints; 
Chris Doleman, the lightning-
quick defensive end with the 
Minnesota Vikings; Cortez 
Kennedy, the immovable 
defensive tackle with the Se-
attle Seahawks; and Dawson, 
the man who revolutionized 
the center position in the 
NFL.

The first Lexington native 
to be elected into a major 
professional sports Hall of 
Fame, the former UK offen-
sive guard spent 13 seasons 

in the NFL, seven of those 
as a Pro Bowl performer, six 
at an All-Pro level, all with 

Pittsburgh.
And Steeler Nation 

showed up in full force to 

honor their former hero and 
anchor of their offensive line, 
waving their Terrible Towels 
at any mention of the Steel-
ers, wearing those No. 63 
jerseys.

“I think I’ve seen a million 
people here in black and 
gold. Well, hundreds, they’re 
everywhere,” said Lexington’s 
Bee Shavers, who along with 
his wife, Veleria, were recog-
nized as “my second set of 
parents” by Dawson during 
his induction speech.

Dawson honored them all 
with a speech as humble and 
classy as the man himself. 
He made a special point to 
thank his predecessor with 
the Steelers, the late Hall of 
Fame center Mike Webster.

“He taught me to be a 
true professional whether he 
knew it or not,” said Daw-
son. “I still try be like Mike.”

He thanked his Bryan Sta-
tion High School coach Steve 
Parker, whom he chose as his 
presenter.

“He saw the hidden po-
tential I didn’t see in myself,” 

Dawson said in his speech. 
“Without him, I never would 
have played football and been 
here today.”

Parker smiled as he sat on 
the stage next to the legend-
ary Bill Parcells.

Dawson gave a shout-
out to his Bryan Station 
teammates Marc Logan and 
Cornell Burbage, who were in 
the crowd. 

Burbage returned the 
shout-out, prompting Dawson 
to answer, “Thank you, 
Brother Burb.”

Dawson thanked his 
coaches at UK — offen-
sive line coach Jake Hal-
lum, strength coach Pat 
Etcheberry, defensive coach 
John Devlin and head coach 
Claiborne, whose motto he 
tried to emulate.

“I want to thank my head 
coach Jerry Claiborne for 
repeating his motto ‘be the 
best,’ ” Dawson said. “I heard 
that for five years when I 
attended UK. And then one 
day a light went off in my 
head and said, ‘OK, why am 

I out here if I am not going 
to be the best player on the 
field?’

“That’s what my goal was 
no matter what the task was, 
and that became my pur-
pose.”

Dawson fulfilled that pur-
pose to the point where he 
received the sport’s highest 
honor on a weekend that he 
called a “true celebration.”

“It’s been overwhelming,” 
his mother, Bonnie, said be-
fore the induction ceremony.

For the first time since 
1982, there was not a Super 
Bowl winner among the six 
inductees. Dawson was the 
only member in this year’s 
class to have played in the 
sport’s biggest game.

It didn’t matter.
On this night, the line-

men, with Dermontti Dawson 
front and center, received the 
sport’s highest honor.
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This year’s Pro Football Hall of Fame class — from left, running back Curtis Martin, center Dermontti Dawson, defensive tackle Cortez Kennedy, defensive end Chris Doleman, cornerback Jack Butler 
and offensive tackle Willie Roaf — was on stage during their enshrinement ceremony Saturday at Fawcett Stadium in Canton, Ohio.
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Pittsburgh Steelers center Dermontti Dawson, snapping to 
Kordell Stewart in 1998, played 13 seasons in the NFL.
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