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U.S. Rep. Doug Lamborn, 
R-Colo., and his staff owe an 
apology to award-winning en-
vironmentalist Maria Gunnoe 
of Boone County, W. Va.

Although, really, in the 
scheme of wrongs perpetrated 
against coalfield residents, 
a false accusation of child 
pornography is no biggie.

Compared with poisoned 
water, elevated rates of 
cancer and birth defects, 
floods, blasting, ubiquitous 
dust, close encounters with 
coal trucks, poverty and the 
knowledge that anyone who 
protests the abuses is taking a 
personal risk, the harassment 
Gunnoe suffered recently at 
the U.S. Capitol is just about 
par for the course.

Someone in Lamborn’s of-
fice sicced the Capitol Police 
on Gunnoe, who was there 
to testify before Lamborn’s 
House Natural Resources 
subcommittee. Her offense? 
She wanted to include in her 
slide show a photograph of 
a Kentucky pre-schooler in 
a bathtub in the child’s Pike 
County home. 

The photo stands out from 
countless family photos of 
youngsters in bathtubs be-
cause of the water: It’s a nasty 
burnt orange caused by pol-
lution of the family’s well by 
among other things, arsenic, 
from nearby coal mining.

Although the family and 
photographer Katie Falken-
berg had given their permis-
sion for the photo to be 
shown to the committee, they 
did not want it reproduced 
here. Not because they think 
there’s anything pornographic 
about it, but to protect the 
child, now 9, from any pos-
sible repercussions, in light of 
the brouhaha.

The episode serves as a 
perfect metaphor for what 
we have seen time and again: 
Those in power, notably 
elected officials but also state 
regulators, refuse to see what 
extreme mining is doing to 
people and the region.

 They’d rather trump up 
distractions or sling around 
contrived catch phrases like 
“war on coal” than talk about 
how to ameliorate the destruc-
tion. They have no plans for 
diversifying the economy. 

They shut off concerned 
citizens such as a delegation 
of Kentuckians who tried 
to meet with U.S. Rep. Hal 
Rogers last week at his Wash-
ington office to talk about 

mountaintop removal. Seven 
of them were arrested.

Our so-called leaders 
would rather blame Presi-
dent Barack Obama for what 
competition from cheaper, 
cleaner natural gas is doing 
to demand for Appalachian 
coal than engage in an honest 
discussion of how to mine 
without ruining water.

That dynamic was on full 
display in Kentucky last week 
at public hearings in Frankfort 
and Pikeville that the Beshear 
administration requested 
from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

At issue are 36 surface 
mining permits being blocked 
by the EPA on what the 
Beshear administration and 
industry contend are invalid 
grounds. (For perspective, 
there are 355 active, pre-final 
reclamation surface mining 
permits in effect in Eastern 
Kentucky right now; the EPA 
has not shut down mining.)

Rather than providing a fo-
rum for discussing standards 
for protecting Kentucky’s 
water from the toxic fate of 
the Pike County pre-schooler’s 
well, Kentucky pols just 
wanted to beat up the EPA 
on the coal industry’s home 
court.

So much lame vitriol was 
spewed against the EPA and 
those who want to drink clean 
water it’s hard to know where 
to start. One of the zaniest 
has to be House Speaker Greg 
Stumbo’s assertion that the 
burial of hundreds of miles 
of mountain headwaters by 
the coal industry is justified 
by this newspaper’s failure to 
protest the burial of a creek 
in downtown Lexington more 
than a century ago.

Dig through all the chest-
pounding, and you arrive 
at the central question: Can 
Kentucky’s state government 
be counted on to enforce coal 
industry compliance with 
clean water and other environ-
mental laws.

Decades of evidence tell us 
the answer is no.

After questioning Gunnoe, 
Capitol Police determined no 
crime had been committed. 
Still, she deserves an apology 
for what she rightly terms as 
an attack on her character.

Likewise, the people of 
the mountains deserve real 
enforcement of clean water 
laws. The only possibility of 
that happening is for the EPA 
to hang tough.

EPA should 
hang tough 
in coalfields
FEDERAL ENFORCEMENT IS BEST HOPE 
FOR PROTECTING KENTUCKY’S WATER
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Stanley Sturgill, a resident of Lynch in Harlan County and a 
retired federal mine safety inspector, was among those arrested 
Wednesday at U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers’ office in Washington.

COLLEEN UNROE

By Thomas E. Mann and 
Norman J. Ornstein

Rep. Allen West, a 
Florida Republican, was 
recently captured on video 
asserting that there are 
“78 to 81” Democrats in 
Congress who are members 
of the Communist Party. Of 
course, it’s not unusual for 
some renegade lawmaker 
from either side of the aisle 
to say something outra-
geous. What made West’s 
comment — right out of the 
McCarthyite playbook of the 
1950s — so striking was 
the almost complete lack of 
condemnation from Repub-
lican congressional leaders 
or other major party figures, 
including the remaining 
presidential candidates. 

It’s not that the GOP 
leadership agrees with West; 
it is that such extreme 
remarks and views are now 
taken for granted. 

We have been studying 
Washington politics and 

Congress for more than 40 
years, and never have we 
seen them this dysfunction-
al. In our past writings, we 
have criticized both parties 
when we believed it was 
warranted. Today, however, 

By Jack Latta
The Floyd County (Ky.) Times

The United States obesity epidemic has permeated 
into the news circuit lately, first with HBO’s excellent 
documentary The Weight of the Nation, which was fol-
lowed by Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s proposal to make 
it illegal to sell over-sized soft drinks in the city of New 
York. 

I thought Weight of the Nation was informative and 
provocative, but I’ll admit, Bloomberg’s announcement 
made me spill the full contents of my 74-ounce Big Gulp 
all over my desk. 

Let me say to begin with, that I support Bloomberg’s 
proposition. After watching all eight hours of Weight, it 
has become patently obvious that individuals are losing 
the battle against obesity. 

More and more hours are spent at work, or activities 
for children, and the days of the home-cooked meal have 
become an anachronism. And we’re all hoping that the 
people we trust to feed us aren’t killing us, even if that’s 
what our appetites suggest we want. 

Since Bloomberg’s announcement, there has been a 
clamor from the depths of nearly every media outlet. 
The New York mayor is being flayed in the press daily 
for overstepping the role of government, with some 
coloring him as a “nanny-stater” and liberal fascist. 

Look, I’m a Bill of Rights guy. Heck, I’m practically 
a card-carrying member of the ACLU, but there should 
be limits to rights. Just because we have rights doesn’t 
mean those rights allow us to act in a fashion which 
portends to harm ourselves and/or others. 

We all own cars designed to exceed speeds twice 
and maybe even three times that of posted speed limits. 
Why are we limited to drive well below the speeds of 
the vehicle’s ability? One word: safety. 

Sure, I bet the folks at Wendy’s could put together 
a 160-ounce soda, sell it for a buck-fifty, and fling it 
through drive windows across the country to our await-
ing gullets. But is that really a good idea? Given that 
what the late comedian Richard Jeni once joked has 
come true, that one out of every three people weighs 
more than the other two, probably not. 

Detractors say that if people determine that huge 
fattening sodas are bad for them, they will stop drinking 
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ADMIT THAT BEFORE NATION CAN MOVE AHEAD 

Dysfunctional 
politics rooted in 
GOP extremism

We see ourselves as 
‘good persons’ while 
being a tad dishonest
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In the 1970s, the gift shop 
at the Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts was an 
informal affair. It was staffed 
by about 300 mostly elderly 
volunteers, and there were 
cash drawers instead of regis-
ters. The problem was that of 
the shop’s $400,000 in annual 
revenue, somebody was steal-
ing $150,000.

Dan Weiss, the gift shop 
manager at the time who is 
now the president of Lafay-
ette College, investigated. He 
discovered that there wasn’t 
one big embezzler. Bunches 

of people were stealing. Doz-
ens of elderly art lovers were 
each pilfering a little.

That’s one of the themes 
of Dan Ariely’s new book The 
(Honest) Truth about Dishon-
esty. Nearly everybody cheats, 
but usually only a little. 
Ariely and his colleagues 
gave thousands of people 20 
number problems. When they 
tackled the problems and 
handed in the answer sheet, 
people got an average of four 
correct responses. When they 
tackled the problems, shred-
ded their answers sheets and 
self-reported the scores, they 
told the researches they got 
six correct responses. They 
cheated a little, but not a lot.

That’s because most of us 
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