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As author of the young-adult Vampire 
Academy series, Richelle Mead  was  writing 
about night stalkers long before another group 
of  writers made bloodless things all the rage. 

 Now Mead is following up the six-part 
Vampire Academy  series, which has sold 
more than 3.5 million copies in 30 languages, 
by twisting the lens on the undead life in her 
new book series, Bloodlines,  which tells the 
story from the human perspective. 

Sydney, a minor character in the Vampire 
Academy books, is the narrator of the new 
series . The second book in the series, The 
Golden Lily, comes out  Tuesday . 

Mead, who will be at Joseph-Beth 
 Booksellers in Lexington on Wednesday to 
read from and sign copies of  that book, said 
she tried some other voices before focusing 
on Sydney. 

“I tried a few different characters,”  even 
attempting to write with multiple  narrators. 
But, she said, she gave up about “five 
 chapters in.”

The first-time mother of a 9-month-
old , she blames pregnancy hormones on 
 complicating the already difficult challenge 
of multiple narrative threads. (“Not the best 
time to be experimenting,” she said.) 

 Mead, 35, said  Sydney is the correct 
center of this new literary 
universe. 

“I chose a character 
who was human because 
I thought it would give 
a different view of this 
world. In the Vampire 
Academy, (the reader) 
is looking from the 
 inside out.” With 
Sydney, an alchemist  
assigned to protect 
a mortal vampire 
princess named Jill 
Dragomir , “it’s a 
whole new take on the world.”

Fans — rabid, as you might expect  — 
email her and blog to beg for a return to the 
original series and characters .  Mead said she 
hopes the intrigue in The Golden Lily will 
continue to engross her faithful readers.

“There are definitely some surprises at the 
end,” she said. “I do have a tendency in the 
second and third books in the series to throw 
in a few shockers.”

 Mead is revising the final draft of the 
third Bloodlines book , and she is planning for 
her next adult fiction, part of a paranormal 
series, Age of X.

 She  said the teen novels require a  different 
tone when it comes to sexual content and 
language. (And most young-adult fiction has 
young-adult characters.)

But, she said, “I try not to dumb down the 
teens’ books. Teens are savvy and smarter 
than they get credit for.  I don’t sugarcoat 
what the characters go through .” 

Mead has been  busy since her first 
novel was published in 2007. In addition to 
Vampire Academy, Bloodlines and Age of X, 
she has written the fantasy series The Dark 
Swan and the  Succubus series, which started 
with Succubus Blues and centers on the 
character Georgina Kincaid.

All of her current work has some 
 otherworldly pall,  which she said  is 
 influenced by her master’s degree in 
 comparative religions.

Getting the work done, she said,  requires 
time management and domestic balance. 

Writing  is something “you have to treat 
as an ordinary job,” she said. “I just put the 
time in at the computer.”

 It’s a solitary pursuit , and it makes 
book tours, such as the one bringing her 
to  Lexington, something of a treat — even 
if she has to leave her  baby back home in 
Seattle.

“I love being able to interact with so many 
people,” she said. “I walk away from tours 
feeling good about what I do, and it inspires 
me to do better.” 

Richelle Mead’s new series 
is told from the human side
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‘Vampire 
Academy’ 

author shifts 
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IF YOU GO
Richelle Mead reads from and signs ‘The Golden Lily’
When: 7 p.m. June 13

Where: Joseph-Beth Booksellers, The Mall at 
 Lexington Green, 161 Lexington Green Cir.

Tickets: Free and available with the purchase of The 
Golden Lily at Joseph-Beth

Learn more: (859) 273-2911 , Josephbeth.com .

Richelle Mead has written more than a dozen 
books, all fantasy fiction, since 2007.
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THE MASK IDEA 
JUST SEEMED TO FIT

Los Straitjackets’ trademark look began on a whim

You would think the  concept behind 
Los Straitjackets would be the product 
of intense pop strategizing. After all, the 
notion of four artists donning Mexican 
wrestling masks while performing vintage  

guitar-rock instrumentals doesn’t exactly 
present itself by chance. Except that it 
sort of did. 

“There was no plan, no blueprint 
for what we did other than we all were 
big fans of 1960s music,”  co-founding 
Straightjackets guitarist Eddie Angel said 
last  week by phone while en route to a 
performance in Harrisburg, Pa. “We were 
an instrumental band, but we wanted to 
be entertaining. Besides, people were 
 accustomed to looking at something when 
they went to a show. What they looked at 
with most bands was a singer. So we had 
to do something different.”

Of course, the first degree of difference 
was the music. Los Straitjackets songs 
sported lean but  sturdy compositional 
foundations, from the bottom of their 
economical back beats to the heights of 
their clean but potent guitar  harmonies. 
Stylistically, the sound suggested retro : 
a ’60s-style format that expressed itself 
through covers of period pieces like the 
pop serenade Sleepwalk, Link Wray’s I’m 
Branded and the Space Age  confection 
Telstar. But those were simply the 
hooks. By  adding elements of rockabilly, 
 garage rock and all kinds of roots-driven 
 inspirations for a wealth of original 
 material, Los  Straitjackets proved it was 
no musical novelty, even though its look 
suggested otherwise.

First in the stage-profile plan came 
the masks. They were brought in by Los 
Straitjackets’ other guitarist, Danny Amis, 

 an aficionado of Mexican pop culture.
“Danny came up with the idea of the 

wrestling masks from all these trips he had 
made to Mexico City,” Angel said. “After 
that, we added the Spanish (introductions), 
the matching guitars and the  choreography. 
But outside of that, this was really 
 everybody’s idea.”

Although an initial lineup with 
Angel and Amis formed in  1988, Los 
 Straitjackets became a full-time recording 
and touring enterprise in 1994. As the 
decade progressed, their popularity grew 
locally (through frequent appearances at 
the long-defunct Lynagh’s Music Club) and 
nationally (through regular  appearances 
on Late Night With Conan O’Brien). 
Growing almost as rapidly as the band’s 
notoriety was its musical scope, which 
began to encompass surprises , including 
the swing classic Sing, Sing, Sing and 
the Titanic love theme, My Heart Will 
Go On. The music also expanded for  the 
2001  collaboration album Sing Along With 
Los Straitjackets,  with a guest list that 
included Raul Malo, Nick Lowe, Dave 
Alvin, Allison Moorer, Big Sandy, Exene 
Cervenka and the Reverend Horton Heat. 

But two years ago, the party was 
derailed when Amis was diagnosed with 
multiple myeloma, an incurable form of 
plasma-cell cancer. That’s when the many 
friends of Los Straitjackets stepped up to 

help with benefit concerts to offset Amis’ 
mounting medical expenses. Among the 
more high-profile events was a Los  Angeles 
gathering in July titled “El  Beneficio for 
Daddy O Grande” that featured Mike 
Campbell (from Tom Petty and the 
 Heartbreakers), Cesar Rosas and David 
Hidalgo (of Los Lobos) and one especially 
popular pack of longtime pals. 

“We’ve played on Conan O’Brien’s 
shows eight times and have gotten to 
know his band (Jimmy Vivino and the 
Basic Cable Band) really well,” Angel said. 
“Conan has been a great friend, too. All 
of helped them out. Conan even played 
guitar.

“Danny’s had a stem-cell transplant and 
is doing a lot better. We’re hoping he will 
be able to make a few appearances with us 
at some shows this fall.”

Amis figures prominently on the new 
Los Straitjackets album, a collection of all 
original music titled Jet Set due in August. 
Produced by Janne Haavisto  of the Finnish 
surf band Laika and the Cosmonauts, Jet 
Set features the full Straitjackets lineup 
— rounded out by longtime bassist Pete 
Curry, drummer Jason Smay  and Amis’ 
touring replacement, Greg Townson — 
 plus help from Vivino and the Basic Cable 
Band.

“You know, there was no way I thought 
the band would have lasted this long,” 
Angel said. “I figured we would be playing 
out once a month just for fun. I spent 
years and years in bands that were trying 
to ‘make it.’ Then the one band I wasn’t 
all that serious about at first was the one I 
wound up making a living at.”

By Walter Tunis
Contributing Music Writer

Los Straitjackets, from left: Pete Curry, Jason Smay, Danny Amis, Eddie Angel and Greg Townson. Amis is out sick at the moment.
JAKE GURALNICK

IF YOU GO
Los Straitjackets, Eilen Jewell
When: 10 p.m. June 14

Where: Cosmic Charlie’s, 388 Woodland Ave.

Tickets: $12 in advance, $15 at the door

Learn more: (859) 309-9499. 
Cosmic-charlies.com.

Read Walter Tunis’ blog, The Musical Box, 
at LexGo.com.

It wasn’t until 2008 that Gosses, 65, 
started to regain three-dimensional vision, 
and then he started to put it in his art.

On Tuesday, Richmond’s Gallery on 
Main will open Now Showing: In 3D, an 
exhibit of abstract pieces by Gosses that 
the viewer can best see by popping on a 
pair of movie theater-style 3D glasses.

“What those glasses do is they’re 
 separating colors,” Gosses says in his 
 studio, showing several of the works that 
will be in the show. “The secret is it’s 
separating the opposite — so the opposite 
of red is green. So when I paint, I use 
those opposite colors, and that’s how you 
get that.”

Gosses says he came upon the style out 
of a desire to “do something that was not 
common, that was new and different.”

He has created art all his life, although 
he spent most of his career as executive 
vice president for Mercantile Stores Co. 
of Cincinnati, whose properties included 
McAlpin’s and Bacon’s department stores.

“We did a lot of innovation at the 
time, and the innovation basically was the 
 presentation,” Gosses says. “A store we 
opened in Denver was the first to have 
environmental music, so it appealed not 
only to the lifestyle but the aspiration of 

the customer. So, if you go to buy a pair 
of Dockers, the music would be Big Band, 
because that is that type of customer. 
But if you went to buy a suit, it would be 
classical or jazz, because the aspiration of 
that customer is to get ahead in the world. 
In the cosmetic department, you would 
hear Baroque music, but in the lingerie 
department, it was heavy classical music, 
like Tchaikovsky, because you were really 
selling sex there.”

Gosses says he also worked on the con-
cept of stores within stores, putting togeth-
er complementary items, and helped create 
the overall ambience of stores including 

the New Orleans-based  Maison Blanche 
chain. The corporate retail  positions had 
Gosses designing clothing and furniture 
with Oleg Cassini and Pucci International.

“I was designing while I was working, 
so that really was my art then,” he says.

After retiring and focusing on art, he 
and his wife, Diana M. Gosses, looked 
to settle in the Bluegrass because of its 
 natural beauty and its openness to art. 
They also wanted to be close to  Gosses’ 
father in northern Ohio, who died late 
last month after a long battle with 
 Alzheimer’s.

They couple bought an old home in 
Richmond and filled it with works by 
 artists Gosses mentored and his own work. 
His studio has a golden sofa that he helped 
design.

Since making the move, he has shown 
work regionally and  internationally: in 
 Geneva, Switzerland, and Seoul, South 
 Korea. One noteworthy night, he had 
 exhibits opening in two New York 
 galleries. Now Showing, though, will be 
his first Central Kentucky exhibit.

“We’re going to have fun with it,” Diana 
Gosses says. “Maybe we’ll have popcorn.”

Ronald Gosses might not be in sales 
 anymore, but he still thinks of creating an 
 atmosphere.

Rich Copley: (859) 231-3217. Twitter:  
@copiousnotes. Blog: Copiousnotes.bloginky.com.

IF YOU GO
‘Now Showing: In 3-D’
What: Three-dimensional art by Ronald D. Gosses

When: June 12-Aug. 6. Gallery hours: 8:30 a.m.-4 
p.m. Mon.-Fri.

Opening reception: 5-7 p.m. June 12.

Where: Gallery on Main, in the Community Trust 
Bank Building, 128 W. Main St., Richmond

Learn more: (859) 623-2747, Ronaldgosses.com. 

Rich Copley writes about local and national arts 
and  entertainment daily at his blog, Copious 
Notes, at LexGo.com. You also can follow him on 
Facebook at Facebook.com/richcopleyhl.
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