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EDITORIALS

Would new government
be more responsive?
Now that the door to renewed

discussion of metropolitan govern-

ment has been opened by county
officials, we can expect a new
wave of old arguments for the
concept.

We certainly will hear endless
repetitions of the view that our 73
cities cause a maze of overlapping
jurisdictions and produce ineffi-

cient duplication of effort. We shall
be told more modern government
is possible without reducing the
special identity of the small cities.

These plausible arguments must
be subjected to searching analysis,
more searching than is possible
here; but what follows is a
beginning.

Just what is this "duplication of
effort" that all fans of metropolitan
government talk about? Does it

have to do with police protection,
for example? If it does, one must
remember that city after city in this
area has turned to rent-a-co- or
formed their own police force
rather than continue to depend on
the undermanned county police
department, which supposedly is
duplicating service.

If a revised system of govern-

ment will solve that problem, fine.
But will it? And could not the
problem, if it exists, be solved
under existing structures by allo-

cating more tax dollars to police
service?

What is this "small city identity"
that promoters of change say a
new structure can be designed to
protect? Does it have to do with
the natural human urge for a place
to call home a community one
can understand and possibly influ-

ence? Does it have something to
do with the legal authority of that
community to deal with local
problems? If it does, then exactly
how will that human need be
respected and power base be
preserved in a revised government?

How serious is the "maze of
overlapping jurisdictions" which
fans of metropolitan government
frequently cite as their basic
argument for change? Who really
has problems working with the
present system? What are the
costs of this duplication?

In all candor, we are not
convinced there really does exist
an important duplication of effort
or a substantial amount of overlap-
ping, either. Already we have
single commissions for the entire
county which control parks, public
health, air pollution, airports, pro-

perty valuation, transit, civil de-

fense, human relations, sewers,
schools, water, purchasing, plan-

ning, traffic engineering and com-

munity relations. Of all major
functions, only police, fire, public
works, police court, zoning and
waste collection are divided among
many governments and thus might
be candidates for consolidation to
avoid overlapping.
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There is no doubt that if
Louisville and Jefferson County

were merged, some
savings in personnel costs could
be achieved. Also, some frustra-
tion caused by going back and
forth between the two for decisions
could be reduced. This argues
strongly for change.

But any change which gives
government more power to cope
with urban problems, will, by
definition, take that power away
from those who have it now. No
amount of play with words can
hide that.

It may be necessary, in fact if
we are to have adequate police and
fire protection, adequate waste
disposal and improved housing for
the poor to make some radical
changes in On the
other hand, the same structure we
have today could make those

if the officials we
now elect would dedicate them-
selves to action. Will a change in
the structure of government pro-

duce men and women with the will
to do things today's officials fear
to do?

In suburbia today there is a
strong body of opinion which says
in effect "metro is just
a scheme to bail out Louisville and
as far as we're concerned, Louis-
ville can rot."

That sort of attitude is wrong,
dead wrong. We cannot let Louis-
ville rot. cannot be
isolationists. But the present
structure of for all its
apparent confusion, does give
many residents a sense of com-
munity and a sense of control over
their lives which one urban govern-
ment could not. The problem is
that carrying local to
excess does produce an isolation-
ism of money and talent, and rot
does begin to develop elsewhere.

The question is: have we really
gone too far toward the

of local A change
back toward some form of urban
government is an appealing idea.
Efficiency and simplicity are nice
goals. But before we commit
ourselves to remodel our govern-
mental house, we would like to
hear some more specific reasons
why the one we have cannot

our needs.
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7f we only hod a few more pumpers, we'd get this thing off the ground!'

Gaslight

Square

progress
Over the years, with a little

goading here and a little initia-
tive there, Jeffersontown mer-
chants and real estate people
have been doing what they
can to rehabilitate Gaslight
Square.

The idea is to preserve that
portion of Watterson Trail in the
vicinity of Taylorsville Road
from the blight of the sign
salesman, and to put some
architectural meaning into the
name for the area Gaslight
Square.

In recent weeks Dennis Stom-berge- r,

the new owner of Jeffer-
sontown Hardware, has com-
pleted a face-liftin- g on his store

and this latest addition to the
Square is a welcome improve-
ment.

The top picture at the right
shows what it looked like before
his remodeling; the bottom
picture was taken a couple of
weeks ago. The portico gives
an old time feeling to that
corner which goes wen with the
mood of the Gaslight era, and
makes pedestrian movement
just that much more interesting.
The sign, in keeping with the
demands of the city's new
ordinance, is far more attractive
and no less useful.

Our congratulations to Mr.
Stomberger! May more property
owners on the Square follow his
lead.
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This week Town Talk makes a radical departure into the
land of the limerick.

Instead of soliciting responses on an issue of public
concern, we invite you to try your hand at a little five-line- r. The
only rules: it must be an original limerick and related
somehow to the events of Kentucky Derby Festival Week.

For example, the following would qualify:

A young saint from St. Matthews, perforce,
Thought it evil to bet on a horse-Derb-

day, after lunch,
He put two on a hunch
And the sinner turned winner, of course.

Now obviously you can do better than that, and we urge you
to try. There's five dollars in it for the winner, but all entries
become the property of the newspaper. Please use the
attached form and mail it back soonest. A selection of the
best entries will be May 1- - You must give your
name and address.
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It's Derby limerick time!
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A prisoner and a problem
Dear Editor:

I'm a prisoner here in Lucasville
and very lonely. I'm originally from
Verda, Ky. in Harlan County. I'm 45
years old. I write short stories,
poems and lyrics to pass the time. I

would like to correspond with

About letters . . .

We really want your letters.
To insure timely publication, we
have two bits of advice. First, ar-

range for them to arrive no later than
Monday morning of the week you
want it published. Do not trust the
mails to deliver your letter in one or
two days. They sometimes fail. We

have a mail slot In our office door
for r delivery and urge you
to use it.

Second, we do not normally pub-

lish anonymous letters, form letters
or copies of letters written to other
media.

Letters must be signed with the

name and addiess of the writer.
Names of writers will be withheld
only in unusual circumstances aftei
consultation with the editor. Letters
are sut)i'cl lo editing to avoid libel

oi to fit our limited space.

people of any age. I'm not married.
Thank you.

Tom Nolan 137-76- 1

P.O. Box 787
Lucasville, Ohio 45648

Dear Editor:
In early February the Goldsmith

PTA contacted Lemme Doit con-
cerning the possibility of installing
a traffic light at Hikes Lane and
Goldsmith Lane. A letter from Mr.
D.H. O'Bannon indicated that a
traffic light would not be feasible
at this time because of the
proposed reconstruction of Hikes
Lane from Taylorsville to Bards-tow- n

Roads in the near future.
There is to be a public hearing

concerning this reconstruction on
April 30, 1975 at 7:00 pm in the
cafeteria of St. Barnabas Church,
3044 Hikes Lane. Goldsmith PTA
urges the residents in this area to
attend that hearing and speak out
on the issue.

Mary Elizabeth Womack
2218 Brighton Drive


