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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: M.D. Rubell, 32, Clarksville, Tenn.
M.D. Rubell opened his busi-

ness, Rubell’s Dollar Plus, on
Tuesday. The dollar store, at
622 North Drive, sells a variety
of snack food, cleaning sup-
plies and novelty items. 
Rubell is running store with

the help of his wife, Shabiba
Shamim. He also works at
Olive Garden restaurant in
Clarksville and still plans on
working there on weekends.   
Rubell moved to Clarksville

from
Bangladesh
in 2007 and
started
working for
Olive Gar-
den. He has
an uncle
who works
for Austin Peay State Universi-
ty and asked him to move to
the area. 
Rubell thought of opening

an Indian restaurant  after

working at Olive Garden. Since
a restaurant would require a
larger investment and staff
though, he decided to open a
dollar store, which he and his
wife can staff themselves. 
“In this economy, when

people know things are a dol-
lar, they will come,” Rubell said. 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at 270-
887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com. We’ll
take it from there.

My Daddy’s a Soldier
Author plans to return 
to Fort Campbell.
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BRINGING MAY FLOWERS
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Minetta Harris, of Super Lawn and Garden, 1108 N. Main St. in Hopkinsville, waters a display of Osteospermum daisies Wednesday morning. The plant is a na-
tive to South Africa and grows best with lots of sunlight. 

BY DAVID SNOW
FOR THE NEW ERA

Former Secretary of  State and Chairman
of  the Joint Chiefs of  Staff  Colin Powell will
come to Fort Campbell on May 30.
The retired general will visit the post to

sign copies of  his latest book,
“It Worked for Me: In Life
and Leadership.” He will be
at the AAFES post exchange
from noon to 3 p.m. 
Powell served as the com-

mander of  the 2nd Brigade
Combat Team at Fort Camp-
bell from 1976 to 1977 after
being promoted to the rank
of  brigadier general. 
The book, co-written with Tony Koltz, is

the third penned by Powell. Other books
written by Powell include “In His Own
Words: Colin Powell” (1995) and “My Amer-
ican Journey” (2003).
Pete Miraldi announced Powell’s visit

Wednesday at the Military Affairs Commit-
tee meeting.

Powell to visit Fort
Campbell on May 30

Powell

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER 

A Christian County business owner is
suing Hopkinsville and a Hopkinsville Po-
lice Department officer following drug raids
at his businesses last week. 
Luther Anderson, one of  the plaintiffs in

the suit, owns Pizz-A-Roma and Sunkissed
Tanning, which share a building on North
Drive in Hopkinsville. The location was
raided by Hopkinsville police April 24. Offi-
cers reportedly seized 1,215 packages of  syn-
thetic drugs during the raid along with 44
cases of  glass pipes worth an estimated
$50,000. Police said the synthetic drugs were
worth $42,500. Another $446 in cash was also
confiscated from the business. 
Anderson also owns The ToyBox in Oak

Business owner sues
city after drug raids
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Tennessee police 
seek information 
in soldier's death 

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Witnesses for the prosecution
took the stand for the first time
Wednesday during the second
day of  Sgt. Brent Burke’s court
martial at Fort Campbell.
In their testimony, detectives

described a bloody, violent crime
scene.
During opening statements,

the prosecution said that Burke
killed his estranged wife, Tracy

Burke, and her former mother-
in-law, Karen Comer, on Sept. 11,
2007, because he was upset he
was going to lose his children in
a divorce.
The brunt of  the morning tes-

timony was devoted to the prose-
cution’s questioning of
Kentucky State Police Detective
Matthew Johnson. Explaining a
graphic video of  the crime scene
that only jurors could see on per-
sonal monitors, Johnson testified
that the crime took place in the

backyard of  Comer’s home.
A dog was shot at the entrance

to a doorway and died on a door-
mat. The back door to the home
was forced open — the deadbolt
busting through the door frame
— and Karen Comer was shot
twice, once in the abdomen and
once in the chest, puncturing
both of  her lungs. She fell back-
ward and hit her head on a case
of  soda. A Jefferson County coro-
ner testified that Comer had a
bruise on her face that could

have been caused from a door
swinging open and striking her.
Tracy Burke

was in a back bed-
room. Police
found her lying
on her right side,
body bowed over
in a partial fetal
position. She was
shot in the arm
and in the back of
the head with the
bullet exiting above her left eye-
brow.
From there, police gathered ev-

idence such as bullet fragments,

cellphones and wet towels found
in separate sinks. 
During cross-examination, de-

fense attorneys pushed detec-
tives on the accuracy of  their
crime-scene evaluation.
First, Johnson’s handling of

Tracy Burke’s cellphone could
have disrupted some of  the digi-
tal evidence, Burke’s co-counsel
John Shaughnessy argued. John-
son didn’t take pictures of  any of
the text messages on Tracy
Burke’s phone. 
He also opened some unopened

text messages in Tracy Burke’s

Witnesses testify in Burke trial
Defense attacks KSP’s handling of crime scene 

SEE TRIAL, PAGE A6

Burke
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BY CARLA JIMENEZ AND DENNIS O'NEIL
NEW ERA STAFF WRITERS

The Pennyroyal Arts Council has
been serving the western Kentucky re-
gion for more than 30 years. But soon, it
may no longer exist.
The arts council has not been able to

break even on its budget and has been
using reserve funds to keep afloat. Carol
Barta, executive director for the coun-
cil, said this isn’t a new situation.
“It’s not a new thing, it’s just that at

this point the reserves are dwindling,”
she said. “And we’ve used some innova-
tive fundraising methods.”
One such method was the “Phantom

Non-Ball.” The arts council sent out in-
vitations for the community to attend a
“non-event.” Individuals would buy

tickets, but they would use the time to
do something they wanted to do.
But despite the unconventional

fundraisers, the council hasn’t raised
enough money to cover its costs. And
the biggest cost to the arts council is the
Alhambra Theatre.

The Alhambra
In 2006, the Pennyroyal Arts Council

received a $700,000 grant to renovate the
85-year-old Alhambra Theatre. The im-
provements included a fresh lobby, a re-
modeled ticket booth and — most
important — brand-new bathrooms.
Ron Holzer was the president of  the
board for the arts council during the
renovations, and he oversaw most of  it.
He continues to volunteer his time

doing maintenance for the theater. One
Friday afternoon, amidst interviews
and filming promotional videos for the
arts council, he gave a tour of  the the-
ater and gestured proudly to the reno-
vated women’s restroom to explain just
how bad the old ones were.
“There used to be only two com-

modes,” he said. And if  you flushed one,
you couldn’t flush the other.
With the renewal of  the Alhambra,

the arts council harbored high hopes
that it would become a cultural center
for the area.
“It’s a much more comfortable

venue,” Barta said, “and it’s a place
where we’re happy to invite the people,
the community and visitors to come

Arts council struggles with lack of funds
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Coming up roses: 
Bodemeister made 
early Derby favorite


