
tough games; we’ve been in
a lot of intense games. I feel
like they’ve experienced al-
most as much as any senior,”
senior Darius Miller said.
“Making it to the Final Four,
not everybody gets the
chance to experience that.
They know what it takes just
as well as I do.”

Freshman T.J. Price
scored 16 of his 21 points in
the first half to help Western
Kentucky (16-19) get off to a
hot start that briefly si-
lenced the decidedly UK
crowd. The Hilltoppers car-
ried an improbable seven-
game winning streak into
the matchup with the Wild-
cats.

But the Wildcats, the No.
1 overall seed playing out of
the South Regional, began
overwhelming Western Ken-
tucky late in the first half,
taking advantage of a team
that acknowledged before
the game it was probably
running on fumes.

That didn’t mean the Hill-
toppers didn’t keep it enter-
taining early.

Kentucky raced out to a
10-0 lead in the first 3 min-
utes before Western Ken-
tucky answered with 12
straight points, capped by
Price’s deep 3-pointer over
Miller.

Then, Kentucky began to
pull away.

Marquis Teague, who fin-
ished with 12 points, hit a
jumper. Jones followed
Teague’s miss with a follow-
up slam, and Lamb made a
3 from the left corner that

put Kentucky ahead 45-26.
The Hilltoppers went the

final 4:33 of the first half
without a field goal, culmi-
nating with Davis blocking
Teeng Akol’s 3-point attempt
just before the halftime
horn.

Western Kentucky, which
got 13 points apiece from
freshman George Fant and
Kahlil McDonald and 12
from freshman Derrick Gor-
don, went on to shoot 39.7
percent, compared to 55.6
percent by the Wildcats with
Jones and Davis scoring in
bunches down low.

“You can’t really guard
Terrence if he’s playing his
A-game throughout the
whole game,” Lamb said. “If
Terrence keeps doing that,

we’ll go far in this tourna-
ment.”

Even with all the talent,
Western Kentucky coach
Ray Harper believes Ken-
tucky is still missing a
piece.

“For them, if they want to
advance and win a national
championship, going to
have to shoot the ball better
from perimeter,” Harper
said. “But they’re talented;
they’re extremely talented. “

Kentucky hasn’t won the
title since 1998, and Cali-
pari’s first two Big Blue
teams have gotten close,
with a loss in the regional fi-
nals and the national semi-
finals respectively.

But the grand prize has
eluded Calipari, who won
his 500th game in the eyes of
the NCAA on Thursday after
42 wins were vacated from
his Final Four years with
Massachusetts and Mem-
phis. His on-court record
stands at 542-154.

Connecticut knocked
Kentucky out in the national
semifinals last year. When
the defending champion
Huskies were shown on the
big screen, they were loudly
booed by the fans who made
the 75-mile journey west to
Louisville.

Kentucky will face eighth-
seeded Iowa State or ninth-
seeded UConn in the third
round Saturday.

The Hilltoppers came in
as a 26-point underdog, by
far the longest of long shots
in this round, after a series of
comebacks that culminated
with Tuesday night’s NCAA-
record 16-point rally in the

final 5 minutes over Missis-
sippi Valley State with Presi-
dent Barack Obama in
attendance.

The Wildcats quickly
made sure Bradley re-
mained the only sub-.500

team in history to win twice
in the tournament when it
accomplished the feat in
1955 in a 24-team field. Even
so, Harper and the Hilltop-
pers made the most of the
spotlight over the last three

days.
“They went up versus the

No. 1 team in the country,
and they didn’t back down a
step,” Harper said. “I’m ex-
cited about where we’re
going.”
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“We don’t live and die by
the 3,” Miller said. “We
don’t need to focus on that.
at’s not what we do best.
We have a lot of athletic
player and try to finish
more at the rim than we do
shoot 3’s.”

Still, Miller is 2-for-14 in
the last five games. Kidd-
Gilchrist has made just one
of his last 14 3-pointers in
the last 17 games after going
11-for-32 to start the sea-
son. Marquis Teague is 0-
for-4 from 3-point range the
last four games. Terrence
Jones is 3-for-9 in the last
four games. Even Lamb,
who was 2-for-4 ursday,
was only 5-for-18 in the pre-
vious four games coming
into the tournament.

“I just come to play. I
don’t even care about stuff
like that,” Kidd-Gilchrist
said. “I just have fun and
don’t want to lose. I just
shoot when the shots are
there.”

Kentucky coach John
Calipari did his best to
downplay any worries
about the recent poor
shooting from his team. 

“It's dangerous, if you
come into a game and say
we're almost a 40 percent 
3-point shooting team. We
just don't shoot that many
because we don't need to.
But if you give them to us,
we'll shoot 20,” Calipari
said. “It's dangerous be-
cause all of a sudden, we
make four, five in a row,
you're down 16, 17, and it's
hard in this tournament to
do that.  But there are
games we shoot it better
than others. 

“One game we made —
am I saying this right? — 15
threes I think we did. And
there's another game we
made one. On the season as
a whole, we're almost a 40
percent 3-point shooting
team. So it's dangerous to
play a zone. It's dangerous
to. You can do it, but what
you're doing is let's hope
they don't make shots
today.  at's a tough way to
play.”

One way Kentucky hopes
to offset poor 3-point shoot-
ing is by playing faster like it
did against Western. While
Calipari said he empha-
sized defense to his team,
the players talked about
him urging them to run
more.

“When we get out and
run, we get easier looks and
baskets,” Anthony Davis
said. “We are a fast-break
team. We want to get back

to Kentucky basketball that
way.”

But most importantly for
Calipari, he’s trying not to
put any pressure on his
team because others are
doing that for him by talk-
ing and writing about how
this is Kentucky’s tourna-
ment to lose. 

“Look, I've got a good
team, and I've got good

players. Let's worry about
us playing as well as we can
play. If that's not good
enough, then it's done,”
Calipari said. “But that's
what our challenge is, and
that's what our goal is. Let's
just play as well as we can
play.  

“Today, I talked to them
prior to the game. Let's just
worry about defense. I don't

even care about offense.
Let's just be a great defen-
sive team today, and let's
show everybody how we
guard. I thought they did
that in the first half, and
they were fine until I went
zone as a coach, and I
wanted us to work on it a lit-
tle bit in case we have to go
to it.”

His players don’t seem

worried.
“Whatever happens hap-

pens. We just play and have
fun with it” Kidd-Gilchrist
said. “It’s the NCAA, some-
thing we have all dreamed
about. We just know to play
our best and see what hap-
pens. Shooting. Defense.
Rebounding. Whatever. It’s
only about one thing, and
that’s winning.”

out it. She was probably the
most proud,” Polson said.

Earlier in the week a
video that Polson and some
teammates made dancing
got a lot of attention on the
Internet.

“Yeah that was our audi-
tion. I think I made it (on the
Cosmopolitan list) because
of that,” Polson said. “But at
this time of year, you need
something. We are just hav-
ing fun and good bonding
time and just goofing out.
People think we are just
playing basketball all the
time, but it’s good just to
hang around.

“is team is close. I don’t
know about others in the
NCAA, but I would say this
is the closest on the court,
off the court. We all really
like each other genuinely.
Honestly, I have never been
on one this close, even in
high school. Maybe that’s
why nobody on the team
has really given me a hard
time about this.”

Scheduling: Now that
Kentucky and Western have
met in the NCAA Tourna-
ment, Western coach Ray
Harper says he thought it
would be a “great home and
home series” with Kentucky.

Kentucky coach John
Calipari said assistant John
Robic does UK’s scheduling
and that “we’re probably al-
most full for next year”
when asked about playing
Western. 

“ey've got a good pro-
gram. I would imagine sea-
son tickets will sell out with
what you saw because
you're playing three fresh-
men out there, playing
young players, and their
freshmen gave us as much
problems as anybody. So my
hat's off to Western,” Cali-
pari said.

Good luck: Western
freshman Derrick Gordon, a
high school teammate of
UK’s Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist, wishes only the
best for the Cats and Kidd-
Gilchrist. 

“One of us had to lose. We
played on the No. 1 team in
the country last year and
lost to St. Anthony's, and we
both was hurt. I do wish him
the best of luck and hope he
does win it all,” Gordon said.
“at basketball team isn't
named the No. 1 team in this
tournament for nothing.  We
just sort of rushed things in
the first half. We wasn't play-
ing like ourselves.”

Kidd-Gilchrist scored
nine points and had seven
rebounds and two assists
while Gordon had 12 points
and five rebounds.

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Kentucky Wildcats head coach John Calipari yells instructions to Terrence Jones (3) and Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist (14) in the second half Thursday against Western Kentucky.

CATS STATS

KENTUCKY 81, 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 66

W. KENTUCKY (16-19)
Gordon 6-10 0-0 12, Crook 1-6 1-2 3,
Akol 1-7 0-0 2, Fant 6-14 1-1 13, Price
6-11 6-7 21, Anyigbo 1-1 0-0 2, McDon-
ald 4-11 2-4 13, Sheldon 0-0 0-0 0, Aka-
mune 0-1 0-2 0, Snipes 0-0 0-0 0,
Starks 0-1 0-0 0, Zollo 0-1 0-0 0. Totals
25-63 10-16 66.
KENTUCKY (33-2)
Jones 9-13 3-3 22, Kidd-Gilchrist 4-8 1-
3 9, Lamb 7-12 0-0 16, Davis 5-8 6-8
16, Teague 3-7 6-8 12, Miller 2-4 2-3 6,
Polson 0-0 0-0 0, Vargas 0-0 0-0 0, Long
0-0 0-0 0, Wiltjer 0-2 0-0 0, Beckham 0-
0 0-0 0. Totals 30-54 18-25 81.
Halftime—Kentucky 45-26. 3-Point
Goals—W. Kentucky 6-15 (McDonald 3-
6, Price 3-7, Gordon 0-1, Akol 0-1), Ken-
tucky 3-10 (Lamb 2-4, Jones 1-2,
Kidd-Gilchrist 0-1, Teague 0-1, Wiltjer 0-
2). Fouled Out—Price. Rebounds—W.
Kentucky 30 (Gordon 5), Kentucky 39
(Jones 10). Assists—W. Kentucky 10
(McDonald 5), Kentucky 14 (Teague 4).
Total Fouls—W. Kentucky 19, Kentucky
14. Technical—Davis. A—NA.
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Kentucky guard Doron Lamb (20) shoots over Western Kentucky forward George Fant (44)) in the first half Thursday. Lamb scored 16 points on
7 of 12 shooting in the Wildcats’ win.
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