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PITTSBURGH — Reserve
forward James Southerland
had 15 points and a season-
high eight rebounds, and
Syracuse avoided becoming
the first No. 1 seed to lose to
a 16 when it rallied for a 72-
65 victory over North Car-
olina-Asheville on Thursday
in the East Regional.
The Orange entered the

tournament without starting
center Fab Melo, who was
declared ineligible for aca-
demic reasons, and they al-
most left early with a piece
of history no team wants. In-
stead, Syracuse (32-2) will
play eighth-seeded Kansas
State in the third round Sat-
urday.
The Orange overcame a

terrible game from 3-point
range (5 of 23) to beat the
much-smaller Bulldogs (24-
10), who had talked
Wednesday of becoming the
first No. 16 seed to beat a No.
1. J.P. Primm had 18 points
for UNC-Asheville.
The Bulldogs were up 34-

30 at halftime — the third 16
seed to lead at the break —
but the Orange took the lead
for good with 6:17 left on a
turnaround jumper by
Southerland. The Bulldogs
were within three points
three times in the final 1:04
but got no closer.
No. 2 OHIO STATE 78,

No. 15 LOYOLA, MD. 59
Deshaun Thomas scored

a career-high 31 points and
grabbed 12 rebounds to lead
Ohio State.
Jared Sullinger added 12

points and 11 rebounds for
the Buckeyes (28-7), who
dominated the smaller
Greyhounds inside, finish-
ing with a 49-24 rebound
advantage.
Ohio State will play sev-

enth-seeded Gonzaga in the
third round on Saturday at
the Consol Energy Center.
No. 4 WISCONSIN 73,
No. 13 MONTANA 49
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.

(AP) — Ryan Evans scored
18 points and Jordan Taylor
added 17 points and six as-
sists for Wisconsin, which
ended Montana’s school-
record 14-game winning
streak.
The Badgers (25-9) im-

proved to 10-1 in NCAA
tournament openers under
Bo Ryan, the winningest
coach in the program’s his-
tory.
No. 5 VANDERBILT 79,
No. 12 HARVARD 70
John Jenkins made all six

of his free throws down the
stretch and finished with 27
points to help Vanderbilt
hold off Harvard in a game
billed as “The Brain Bowl.”
Brad Tinsley scored 16 for

the Commodores (25-10),
who followed last weekend’s
stunner over top-ranked
Kentucky with a win over a
school many consider to be
a No. 1 — in the classroom,
that is.

No. 7 GONZAGA 77, 
No. 10 W. VIRGINIA 54
Robert Sacre and Gary

Bell Jr. scored 14 points
apiece as Gonzaga routed
West Virginia.
Kevin Pangos added 13

points and five assists for the
seventh-seeded Bulldogs
(26-6), who will play Ohio
State in the third round on
Saturday.
Gary Browne led the

Mountaineers (19-14) with
15 points off the bench and
Kevin Jones scored 13 in his
final game for West Virginia,
handed its worst postseason
defeat in 28 years despite a
decided home-court advan-
tage.
No. 8 KANSAS ST. 70,

No. 9 SOUTHERN MISS 64
Rodney McGruder scored

30 points and Jordan Hen-
riquez added 15 points, nine
rebounds and six blocks to
lead Kansas State over
Southern Mississippi.
The Wildcats (22-10) ad-

vanced past their opening
tournament game for the
third straight year.
Neil Watson led Southern

Miss (25-9) with 16 points,

LaShay Page had 15 and
Kentucky transfer Darnell
Dodson scored all 14 of his
points in the second half.
But the Golden Eagles let a
chance to win their first-ever
tournament game slip away
in the final minutes.

___
WEST REGIONAL

No. 3 MARQUETTE 88,
No. 14 BYU 68

Jae Crowder had 25
points and 16 rebounds,
Darius Johnson-Odom
scored 12 of his 20 points in
the second half and Mar-
quette withstood another
furious rally by BYU.
Brandon Davies had 19

points and 12 rebounds for
the Cougars (26-9), who
looked for a brief while as if
they might have a chance to
top their historic comeback
in the First Four on Tuesday
night. 
No. 6 MURRAY ST. 58,

No. 11 COLORADO ST. 41
Isaiah Canaan scored 15

points in Murray State’s re-
turn to the NCAA tourna-
ment after a two-year wait,
and Donte Poole added 13
to lead the Racers past Col-
orado State.
Canaan mishandled the

ball in the closing seconds of
a two-point loss to Butler in
2010 as a freshman. He’s the
leader of this group now,
and Murray State (31-1) ex-
pects a long run in this tour-
nament as the mid-major
darlings.
Poole scored Murray

State’s first eight points
early, and the Racers shook
off an 11-day wait with an
18-2 rally to start the second
half.
No. 5 NEW MEXICO 75,

No. 12 LONG BEACH ST. 68
Kendall Williams scored

14 of his 16 points in the sec-
ond half and bottled up
Long Beach State star
Casper Ware defensively to
help New Mexico hold off
the 49ers.
Drew Gordon added 18

points and 13 rebounds for
the Lobos.
With most of the 49ers’

defensive efforts focused on
slowing down Gordon, New
Mexico’s punishing forward,
Williams came up with key
shots when the opportuni-
ties were there. The Lobos
(28-6) then hit their free
throws in the final minute to
close it out.

___
SOUTH REGIONAL
No. 3 BAYLOR 68, 

No. 14 S. DAKOTA ST. 60
Pierre Jackson scored 18

points and Baylor held off
South Dakota State to ad-
vance to the third round.
The Bears (28-7) fell be-

hind by 12 in the first half
before taking a 36-28 half-
time lead that they never re-
linquished. But it was a
nail-biter.
Making their first trip to

the NCAA tournament, the
Jackrabbits (27-8) misfired
on a 3-pointer with 25 sec-
onds left that would have
made it one-point game.
Then, the Bears iced it at
the line.

No. 4 INDIANA 79, 
No. 13 NEW MEX. ST.

66.
Jordan Hulls went on a

second-half shooting spree
and finished with 22 points,
and Indiana rolled past
New Mexico State.
Making its return after a

four-year tournament ab-
sence, the Hoosiers (26-8)
picked up their first tourna-
ment win since beating
Gonzaga in 2007 on a night
their main stars — Cody
Zeller and Christian Wat-
ford — did the heavy lifting
in the opening minutes
then watched Hulls and
others carry the load.
Hulls shot 8 of 12, includ-

ing 7 of 8 in the second half.
Zeller, Watford and Will
Sheehey all finished with 14
points. 
The Hoosiers will face up-

start No. 12 seed VCU in Sat-
urday’s third round. 

Syracuse
avoids upset

NCAA ROUNDUP
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Louisville guard Peyton Siva (3) shoots over Davidson’s Jake Cohen, right, and De’Mon Brooks, rear left,  during the first half of the Cardinals’
69-62 win Thursday. Siva had 17 points and six assists for Louisville, which plays New Mexico on Saturday.

By ANNE M. PETERSON

AP Sports Writer

PORTLAND, Ore. —
Louisville point guard Peyton
Siva did his best Steve Nash
impersonation against David-
son.
Siva had 17 points and six

assists, many times driving in-
side and then pulling back out
to the perimeter a la the two-
time NBA MVP, and the
fourth-seeded Cardinals
moved on in the NCAA tour-
nament for the first time since
2009 with a 69-62 victory over
Davidson on Thursday.
The idea behind Siva’s tac-

tic was to help tire out the
Wildcats and their up-tempo
offense, and it worked.
“We said one of the greatest

things Steve Nash does off the
pick and roll, if he probes the
lane and he decides he doesn’t
have anything, he just dribbles
it back out and takes a different
angle of the screen,” Louisville
coach Rick Pitino said. “I think
that helped Peyton, watching
Steve Nash do it.”
After getting ousted in their

opening game the past two
seasons, Pitino and the Cardi-
nals (27-9) advanced to the
third round of the West Re-
gional. Louisville, coming off a
surprising run to the Big East
tournament title, is making its
sixth straight appearance in
the NCAAs.
Davidson (25-8) couldn’t

quite get a read on Siva and it
wore out the Wildcats.
“Our guys defended ball

screens three, four or five
times during a possession,”
veteran coach Bob McKillup
said. “I don’t know if you’ve
ever defended a ball screen
before, but when you do, you
better move your legs, and that
is wearing and tearing on their
legs.”
Siva, who got into foul trou-

ble but was able to stay in long
enough to make his impact,
had a big contingent of sup-
porters at the Rose Garden
from his hometown of Seattle,
about a three-hour drive to
the north. A fan in the crowd
held a sign proclaiming “Pey-
tonvul,” a play on the pre-
ferred pronunciation of
Louisville.
“Coach said we wouldn’t

have a home-court advan-
tage,” Siva said. “But if every-
body was like my dad, we
would. I was happy to see
them in the crowd. It was kind
of like high school.”
Chane Behanan added 14

points and 11 rebounds for the
Cardinals, who led by as many
as 14. On Saturday, Louisville
will face New Mexico, which
defeated Long Beach State 75-
68 on Thursday.
Jake Cohen had 24 points

and 10 rebounds for David-
son, which was making its
11th tournament appearance
and first since 2008, when
Stephen Curry led the under-
dog Wildcats to the round of
eight.
The Cardinals jumped out

to the early lead but Nic
Cochran hit a 3-pointer to give
Davidson a short-lived 13-12
advantage. Kyle Kuric’s layup
put Louisville quickly back in
front.
Louisville’s 6-foot-11 cen-

ter, Gorgui Dieng, got into foul
trouble, picking up three mid-
way through the first half. But
the Cardinals began to inch
away, pulling ahead 20-16
after Behanan’s layup and
Kuric’s jumper.
Davidson fought off

Louisville’s defensive pressure
and narrowed it to 26-24 on 6-
foot-10 junior Cohen’s turn-

around jumper with 3:20 left
in the half. But the Cardinals
slowed down the Wildcats
and went up 31-25 after Russ
Smith’s 3-pointer with 1:09
left.
Cochran made a free throw

before Elisha Justice’s layup
with 21 seconds left made it
33-25 at the break.
Siva opened the second

half with a dunk to stretch the
Cardinals’ lead to 10 points,
their biggest margin to that
point. His jumper with 14:20
left extended the lead to 43-31.
Behanan’s layup put

Louisville up 58-44 with 3:37
left. Davidson got to within 59-
51 when Chris Czerapowicz
made a 3-pointer with 1:57
left. Cochran made three
straight free throws to make it
67-60 with 22.6 seconds left.
Tyler Kalinoski’s layup got

the Wildcats within 67-62, but
time ran out for Davidson.
The Cardinals were ranked

as high as No. 4 earlier this
season, but a spate of injuries
and a stretch of five losses in
seven games dropped them
out of the rankings. They

limped into the Big East tour-
nament with losses in three of
their final four regular-season
games.
But they rolled through the

conference tournament with
four wins in four days, beating
Seton Hall, Marquette, Notre
Dame and, finally, Cincinnati
in the championship game for
momentum going into the
NCAAs.
Siva was the Big East tour-

nament MVP, averaging 13.8
points, 6.3 rebounds and 5.8
assists.
Averaging 68 points per

game, the Cardinals are more
known for their defense.
They’ve limited opponents to
an average of 38 percent
shooting from the floor, and
an average of just over 61
points per game.
Louisville limited Davidson

to 35 percent from the floor
(21 for 60). The Wildcats made
just four of 19 3-point tries.
“We just tried to limit their

3s and limit their fast breaks,”
Siva said. “Those are keys to
the game today. We tried to
wear them out, and it worked.
We tried to hold them, we
tried to get them off the 3-
point line and get them off the
fast break.”
Davidson got its tourna-

ment berth with a dramatic,
double-overtime victory
against Western Carolina last
Friday in the championship
game of the Southern Confer-
ence tournament. The Wild-
cats led by 12 with 2 minutes
left in regulation but needed
two overtimes to put it away.
Louisville won NCAA

championships in 1980 and
1986.

Cards down Davidson
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Louisville center Gorgui Dieng (10) blocks a shot as Siva looks on in 
Thursday’s win. Dieng had early foul trouble, but finished with nine
points.

“Coach said we wouldn’t have a home-court advantage. But if everybody
was like my dad, we would. I was happy to see them in the crowd. It was

kind of like high school.”
Louisvillle’s Peyton Siva

BOX SCORE

LOUISVILLE 69, DAVIDSON 62
DAVIDSON (25-8)
Cohen 9-19 6-7 24, Brooks 1-7 3-4 5,
Kuhlman 1-7 0-3 3, Cochran 1-4 6-7 9,
Czerapowicz 2-7 0-0 6, Kalinoski 1-6 0-
0 2, Reigel 0-0 0-0 0, Droney 0-1 0-0 0,
Mann 6-9 1-2 13. Totals 21-60 16-23
62.
LOUISVILLE (27-9)
Kuric 4-13 5-8 13, Behanan 5-9 4-5 14,
Dieng 2-3 5-7 9, Siva 7-12 3-4 17, C.
Smith 0-3 4-6 4, R. Smith 1-7 3-4 6,
Swopshire 1-4 2-2 4, Justice 1-1 0-0 2,
Blackshear 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 21-52 26-
36 69.
Halftime—Louisville 33-25. 3-Point
Goals—Davidson 4-19 (Czerapowicz 2-
6, Cochran 1-3, Kuhlman 1-3, Brooks 0-
1, Cohen 0-1, Droney 0-1, Kalinoski 0-4),
Louisville 1-5 (R. Smith 1-1, C. Smith 0-
1, Kuric 0-3). Fouled Out—Mann, Siva.
Rebounds—Davidson 36 (Cohen 10),
Louisville 40 (Behanan 11). Assists—
Davidson 12 (Brooks, Cochran, Kuhlman
3), Louisville 8 (Siva 6). Total Fouls—
Davidson 23, Louisville 19. A—NA.


