
‘Thrill in the ’Ville.’”
Once her manuscript

was complete, though,
Trollinger found publish-
ers hesitant about political
fiction in a post-September
11 world.

“It’s a humorous, mostly
lighthearted look at politics
and elections — but by the
time I showed it to an edi-
tor at Viking, she said that
America had lost its sense
of humor about politics be-
cause of 9/11,” Trollinger
says. 

“She was complimen-
tary, but even when time
had begun to heal our na-
tional wounds, I found an-
other obstacle. Large
publishers are wary of mid-
dle-grade fiction about
elections and politics, be-
cause it takes them about
two years to produce a
book. They know that you
can have a sea change in
public attitudes from be-
ginning to end of that
process.”

With the announcement
that Centre had been
named the host of the sole
2012 vice-presidential de-
bate, Trollinger began
searching for a way to pub-
lish “Thrill in the ’Ville.”
She got in touch with re-
gional publisher Benjamin
Press.

“I was intrigued by
doing a quick turn-around
process, and I knew of this
small press in Kentucky
with an international rep-
utation. A local nonprofit
became interested in the
potential for using the
book in a literacy cam-
paign in area schools and
libraries in the months
leading up to the debate at
Centre,” says Trollinger.

“The Friends of Boyle
County Public Library
pulled together donations
from several charitable

groups to buy half of the
press run for use in the Star
Spangled Literacy Project.
The rest of the books will
be sold traditionally at re-
tail.”

Trollinger made a Cen-
tre connection by recom-
mending that recent
alumna Thompson be
hired to create original art-
work for the book.

“I was immediately ex-
cited about the opportu-
nity, of course, but my
enthusiasm only grew
when I was able to sit
down and talk with her
about the story,” Thomp-
son says.

“The premise for ‘Thrill
in the ’Ville’ is just so in-
triguing and unique, my

mind instantly began to
formulate all sorts of ideas
for the cover illustration. I
accepted the commission
on the spot.”

Thompson has enjoyed
the chance to fulfill one of
her dreams.

“Illustrating this book

has been just like I always
imagined illustrating
would be and more. Get-
ting to read early versions
of the manuscript, present-
ing different concepts and
mock-ups to the publish-
ers, receiving feedback
from the author of the work
you’re bringing to life with
your art — I have loved the
artistic combination of fic-
tion writing and illustra-
tion my whole life, so this
has really been a dream
come true,” Thompson
says. 

“When I first saw the fin-
ished layout of the cover,
complete with the spine
and bar code on the back, I
burst into tears of joy. This
has been a wonderful ex-
perience for me, and I
couldn’t have asked for a
better team to work with
than Mrs. Trollinger and
Benjamin Press.”

Trollinger already has
had positive feedback
about Thompson’s art-
work.

“I was obligated to get
reactions from several li-
brarians and some sixth-
and seventh-grade readers
about her cover, and they
loved it. That to me was the
greatest possible compli-
ment,” Trollinger says.

Thompson, a Danville
native, found that she
could relate to “Thrill in
the ’Ville” as she, like
Doug, was in sixth grade
during the 2000 vice presi-

dential debate at Centre.
“I sang with the

Danville Children’s Choir
at the festivities, but that
was the limit of my in-
volvement. Like Doug
Alverton, I didn’t care a bit
for all of the patriotism
and politics, but looking
back now, I wish I had
tried harder to understand
why these debates are so
important to all of us as
Americans,” Thompson
says. 

“My hope is that, this
time around, those stu-
dents who are in middle
school today will read
‘Thrill in the ’Ville’ and
have a more sophisticated
understanding of what is
going on, even when it
seems like our own inter-
ests — like soccer — are all
that should matter to us.”

Trollinger knows even
readers who have never
experienced a debate first-
hand will relate to the
characters in her novel.

“People who live in
towns like Danville and
know colleges like Centre
will see a lot that they rec-
ognize. One of the most
important things to me was

to include a wide array of
colorful characters who
represent what is fantastic
about America — it’s so in-
credibly diverse,”
Trollinger says. 

“Our country draws its
energy from that. One of
the things I loved about
working at Centre in a job
related to news was that it
put me in constant contact
with interesting people
from all walks of life.”

Trollinger especially
hopes young people will
see themselves in the char-
acters of “Thrill in the
’Ville.”

“I hope kids will want to
read it because it’s fun. I
hope they’ll laugh. But like
one character in the book
— a college student — I
also hope that one of them
will run for office some-
day,” Trollinger says.

To learn more about or
to purchase “Thrill in the
’Ville,” visit Benjamin Press
or Amazon. The book will
be available for purchase
in independent bookstores
starting March 26.

E-mail elizabeth.trollinger@cen-
tre.edu with your feedback.
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District was stretched to include Boyle, Mercer and Gar-
rard counties. Guthrie will begin representing those
counties in Washington in 2013 if, as expected, he de-
feats Democratic challenger David Lynn Williams in No-
vember.

Guthrie said he went to Washington, D.C., thinking
about “what made this country great and can we recap-
ture that again.” For inspiration, he looked not toward
China but America’s Founding Fathers and the pioneer-
ing inventors who shaped the country’s position of dom-
inance. The Wright Brothers, Thomas Edison and Henry
Ford made America great more than governmental poli-
cies, Guthrie said.

Though Guthrie called himself a conservative, he said
he is not “a zero government conservative.” 

He credited massive government programs to spread
electricity, highways and broadband Internet across the
country and said there needs to be the proper balance
between government and private business to spark a re-
birth.

Toward that end, Guthrie said he is pushing reforms
in the corporate tax code to reduce the rate from 35 per-
cent to 28 percent. Reducing the tax rate while cutting
out loopholes will bring in new revenue while giving
business owners a steady, permanent rate they can plan
their futures around.

“We might be able to get that done this summer,” he
said.

Guthrie also wants to see reform of entitlement pro-
grams, suggesting that America faces epic financial fail-
ure like Greece unless spending is drastically curtailed.
In the future, wealthier Americans need to pay more for
Medicare, though any changes will not impact those cur-
rently 55 and older.

“Why shouldn’t the Warren Buffets of the world  pay
more for their Medicare?” he asked.

Thursday’s luncheon was the first time Bill Pollon,
vice president of business development at Farmers Na-
tional Bank, had an audience with Guthrie and came
away fairly impressed.

“He makes a good first impression,” Pollon said after-
ward. “I was kind of concerned about us leaving the 6th
District, but the congressman assured me he’ll get it
done for us, and I believe he will.”

the last 10. Jones, who was 9-
for-13 from the field with
two monstrous dunks, has
gone 60-for-107 (53 percent)
from the field in the last 10
games. In NCAA play, Jones
is 29-for-52 from the field in
six NCAA games and aver-
aging 12.2 points and 8.6 re-
bounds per game.

“As a team, we wanted to
come off real aggressive and
just try to push the ball and
get a lot more fast breaks
than we were getting in the
last few games. I think we
got that just because Mar-
quis (Teague) was pushing
the ball and really opening
up the floor for everything to
happen,” said  Jones, who
had 13 points in the first 12
minutes. “I’m just being
more aggressive on offense,
just trying to attack the rim
and just be more physical on
offense and defense to get
more rebounds. at’s what
is helping us usually win
games is getting more re-
bounds. So I’m just trying to
help get more rebounds.”

Kentucky coach John
Calipari had been urging
Jones to not only be more
physical, but to use his size
and strength to finish more
plays with a dunk. He had a
follow jam in the first half
and a running, right-handed
slam on the fast break in the
second half.

“It just goes with being
aggressive and just running
breaks and Marquis pushing
the ball. I got one off him
pushing the ball in for a
layup, and I just crashed it
and got it. And then off the
other one, he was just push-
ing it down the middle and
gave it back to me on the
right side. So it was really all
him that got me those two
dunks,” Jones said of Teague,
who had four assists and 12
points.

Calipari not only ap-
plauded Jones’ play during
the game, he poured the
praise on him after the
game.

“He was a beast. at’s
how we need him to play. I
told him before the game,
you just worry about re-

bounding, and your offense
will happen,” Calipari said.
“Last year at this time, we
made a run in this tourna-
ment because he re-
bounded the ball like crazy.
As a matter of fact, in the
game we lost against Con-
necticut, he had 15 re-
bounds, and he was
rebounding every ball.
“Much better offensive
player than he was a year
ago, and now he’s still re-
bounding. I thought he did
a good job defending pick
and rolls where he had to
switch out and do some
things.”

Jones came back to Ken-
tucky rather than go to the
NBA where was projected as
a potential late lottery pick
after his freshman season.
He was the preseason
Southeastern Conference
player of the year, but he’s
now a complimentary
player to freshman center
Anthony Davis, the leader to
win national player of the
year.

“In the last month, he’s
been terrific. I will tell you

that, when he’s playing and
then Anthony can go do his
thing and doesn’t have to try
to do everything, it makes
Anthony even better,” Cali-
pari said. “You also have
Michael Kidd-Gilchrist. And
I keep trying to tell Michael,
you don’t have to score a
basket, just help us win. If
you score, great. If you miss
shots, don’t worry about it.
“ese guys, one thing I
keep telling them, what do
you do to help us win if
you’re not making shots?
But they’re helping each
other. ey’re lifting each
other.”

at’s what Jones wants
to keep doing.

“Whatever I have to do,
that’s just what I do,” he said. 

Kidd-Gilchrist says
there’s not been a dramatic
change in Jones’ play re-
cently, but he has noticed
one thing.

“Just attitude. He’s just
ready to roll,” Kidd-Gilchrist
said. “He’s our leader on the
court, and when he’s playing
like that, we all have a lot
more fun.”

“Thrill in the ‘Ville,” a book narrated by sixth-grade soccer player Doug
Alverton as a major political event comes to his small town, was inspired
partly by Patsi Trollinger’s debate-related experience in 2000.
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Todd Kleffman/tkleffman@amnews.com

Janie Pass of Heart of Kentucky United Way introduces herself to Con-
gressman Brett Guthrie before Friday’s chamber luncheon at Danville
Country Club.
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By KATIE BRANDENBURG

The Daily News

BOWLING GREEN — A
bill that would alter Ken-
tucky’s open record laws
passed 93-0 Tuesday in the
state House of Representa-
tives.

If approved by the Senate,
it would change the defini-
tion of a public agency to ex-
clude some private
businesses that receive gov-
ernment contracts from the
requirement to disclose in-
formation through open
record requests.

Rep. Johnny Bell, D-Glas-
gow, was a primary sponsor
of the bill.

House Bill 496 would
change which businesses are
considered public agencies,
and thus subject to open
records laws. Under the cur-
rent law, any entity that gets
at least 25 percent of money
spent in Kentucky from state
or local funds qualifies as a
public agency. e new bill

would exempt money that
comes from a state or local
authority as part of a contract
through the public procure-
ment process from being part
of determining whether an
entity is public or private.

Bell said he was pleased
with the bill’s reception.

“Everyone finally got a
good understanding of it,” he
said.

He was approached by
several businesses in his dis-
trict that were concerned
about requests made for
business records, prompting
him to propose the bill, Bell
said.

“ey’re being asked to
give over a lot of their private
information,” he said.

Private business records
could potentially be used by
competitors to damage busi-
nesses, Bell said.

David T. ompson, exec-
utive director of the Kentucky
Press Association, said KPA
doesn’t oppose the change to
open records law.

Jon Fleischaker, a lawyer
for KPA and the primary au-
thor of Kentucky’s open
records law, has said that the
bill lays out clearly what the
open records law was origi-
nally meant to do, ompson
said.

“Actually, what it’s doing is
just clarifying the intent of the
open records law,” he said.

Jim Waters, president of
the Bluegrass Institute for
Public Policy Solutions in
Bowling Green, said his or-
ganization doesn’t oppose
the bill, though he has some
concerns.

Waters said the bill stems
from a decision from the at-
torney general’s office, issued
in September, that Utility
Management Group LLC is a
public agency because it re-
ceived more than 25 percent
of its income from the city of
Pikeville and Mountain
Water District, and had to
comply with a records re-
quest from the assistant Pike
County attorney.

House passes open records change
the torso, Broyles said.
Multiple shots were fired,
but only one shot hit the
victim, Broyles said.

The injured man pulled
off the interstate at the
Waddy exit and was
treated and released from
the University of Louisville
hospital. As state troopers
investigated the shooting,
they received information
that the suspect was in
Junction City and went to
Hancock Street about 8:30
a.m. today.

The alleged shooter
surrendered peacefully
and was transported to the
Boyle County Detention
Center. Several children
were in the house, but all
were unharmed and being
placed into the care of
family members, Broyles
said.

“The arrest went fantas-
tic and according to plan,”
Broyles said. “We also ap-
preciate the great assis-
tance of the Boyle County
Sheriff ’s Department.”
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