
ELIZABETH, N.J. (AP) —
Five construction workers
in New Jersey, vindicated
by a jury, must wait before
learning exactly how much
they’ll share of a $38.5 mil-
lion Mega Millions jackpot
that a co-worker who was
part of their lottery pool
claimed as his own in 2009.
A jury in state Superior

Court in Elizabeth reached
a unanimous verdict on
Wednesday that Americo
Lopes had cheated the
men out of their share of
the prize.
The panel rejected the

52-year-old’s claims that
he had won the jackpot on
a personal ticket and not
with the ticket that he had
bought as part of the lot-
tery pool.
Attorney Rubin Sinins,

who represented the five
men, said each was
awarded $4 million be-
cause the jackpot was
worth $24 million after
Lopes chose the cash op-
tion.
However attorney Eric

Kahn, who also repre-
sented the former col-
leagues, told The New York
Times that details on how
much each man would re-
ceive and how much each
might owe in taxes needed
to be worked out.
The men started playing

the lottery together in 2007
while they worked for
Berto Construction Inc. in
Elizabeth.
When Lopes hit the

Mega Millions jackpot in
November 2009, he told his
boss he wouldn’t be re-
turning because he needed
foot surgery, which he
never received. 
He also filed for unem-

ployment benefits after
claiming the $17,433,966
prize after taxes.
His wife, Margarida, tes-

tified that her husband fi-

nally called one of the men
in the group in March 2010
and told him about win-
ning.
“Our clients all feel vindi-

cated” by the verdict, Sinins
said. 
“This has been their posi-

tion all along; they’ve been
challenged in their position
and the jury saw it their way.
They are very gratified.”
Lopes left court with his

wife shortly after the verdict. 
Speaking in Portuguese,

Lopes said he had been
robbed, The Star-Ledger of

Newark reported.
His attorney, Michael

Mezzacca, was disap-
pointed.
“The fact is Mr. Lopes

won the lottery by himself
with his own money and
numbers that he picked,”
Mezzacca told the newspa-
per.
When the verdict was an-

nounced, the five plaintiffs
embraced. They told The
Star-Ledger they’ll continue
to play the lottery as a group
but would copy the ticket.
“I have a lot to do,” plain-

tiff Carlos Fernandez said.
“My granddaughter was
born yesterday. I have to
buy her a present she’ll re-
member.”
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ODDS & ENDS 
Arkansas teen texts prank

to police detective
ROGERS, Ark. (AP) — A northwest Arkansas teenager

thought it would be funny to text a random phone num-
ber saying she hid a body, but the joke backfired.
Of all the local phone numbers she could have cho-

sen, the 15-year-old Rogers girl picked one that be-
longed to a police detective. Police found the girl’s
address by tracing her cellphone number.
The prank? To text: “I hid the body ... Now what?” to

a random phone number. The teen said she got the idea
for the prank from a posting on the website Pinterest.
Police didn’t find the prank funny and say it tied up

some of the department’s resources.
The girl was released with a warning.

Thief grabs UT deli’s 
fancy meat, skips cheap cuts

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Police in Salt Lake City are
trying to find a thief with a discriminating palate who
broke into a deli and stole its finest meats and cheeses.
Caputo’s owner Troy Petersen says five or six legs of

prosciutto, artisan salami and the fanciest imported
cheeses were gone when the burglary was discovered
Monday morning. The less expensive cuts of meat were
untouched.
Petersen says the lock to a walk-in cooler that’s acces-

sible from outdoors was broken, and about $2,400 worth
of food was gone. 
He tells the Deseret News that replacing the gourmet

products will take weeks because many come from dis-
tributors in southern Europe.
Petersen says the thief will have a tough time selling

some of the products, because special cutting tools are
required to process them.

Kansas House squashes bid 
to make Toto breed top dog

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — There may be no place like
home but don’t tell Toto.
A Kansas House committee squashed a bid Monday

to make the cairn terrier, a
breed perhaps best known as
that of Dorothy’s canine side-
kick in “The Wizard of Oz,”
the state’s official dog.
Democratic state Rep. Ed

Trimmer told the Wichita
Eagle he plans to reintroduce
the bill next year. And Brenda
Moore, a South Central
Kansas Kennel Club official
who first proposed the idea,
says she plans to drum up
public support for it this
summer.
The animal rights group

People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals opposed
the measure, saying it be-
lieves it would cause Kansas
puppy mills to “churn out lit-
ter after litter of the breed” and lead to fewer adoptions
from animal shelters.

Iowa Republican mistakenly 
speaks at Democrat convention

ALBIA, Iowa (AP) — A Republican congressional
candidate says he’s learned to double check his cam-
paign schedule after he mistakenly spoke at a Demo-
cratic convention in Iowa.
Dan Dolan told the Quad-City Times he arrived early

Saturday at the county courthouse in Albia for a Repub-
lican convention. He says his staffer asked the crowd if
he could speak, and when he finished, “a guy raises his
hand and says, ‘I think you want to talk to the Republi-
cans.’”
Turns out, Democrats were meeting in the same

place two hours before the Republican event was to
start.
Dolan, of Muscatine, Iowa, says everyone was nice

about the mix-up, but he now asks “Is this the Republi-
can convention?” before he starts talking.
Dolan is running for the GOP nomination for Iowa’s

2nd Congressional District seat.

Boston police clamp down 
on slam dancing

BOSTON (AP) — Add slam dancing to activities
banned in Boston.
Police recently cited a city club for allowing violent

mosh pit dancing and vowed a crackdown on what they
called “dangerous behavior” and a “public safety haz-
ard.”
The Boston Herald reports that police cited the

House of Blues for a license violation because of a mosh
pit that broke out during a Feb. 21 show by Flogging
Molly.
Police say 60 concertgoers engaged in slam dancing.
Police say the dance violated safety rules and the club

was cited because security did not intervene. The club
has agreed to put up signs that say mosh pits are
banned.
Brian Fair, vocalist for Boston band Shadows Fall,

called the clampdown “ridiculous.” Musicians say slam
dancing is part of the metal and hardcore culture.

Mayor bars deaths
in Italian village

ROME (AP) — Since the start of the month it has been
illegal to die in Falciano del Massico, a village of 3,700
people some 30 miles from Naples in southern Italy.
Mayor Giulio Cesare Fava issued the tongue-in-

cheek decree because the village has no cemetery and
it is feuding with a nearby town that has one — creat-
ing a logistical problem about what to do with the de-
ceased.
The mayor told newspapers that villagers are content.
“The ordinance has brought happiness,” he was

quoted Tuesday as saying. “Unfortunately, two elderly
citizens disobeyed.”
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AP Photo

Americo Lopes exits the courtroom Wednesday in Elizabeth, N.J. A jury found Lopes had cheated five co-workers out of their share of a $38.5
million lottery jackpot. The men worked at a construction company in Elizabeth and began a lottery pool in 2007. Lopes claimed the winning
numbers for the Nov. 10, 2009, jackpot were on a personal ticket and not the ticket he had bought for the pool. The eight-member jury disagreed. 

Co-worker to pay five men
millions in lottery suit

AP Photo

Plaintiffs Carlos Fernandez, right, and Candido Silva Jr. shake hands after the jury ruled that Lopes must
pay them and three other co-workers $20 million from his lottery winnings.
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A Kansas House committee
squashed a bid Monday to
make the cairn terrier, a breed
perhaps best known as that of
Dorothy’s canine sidekick in
“The Wizard of Oz,” the state’s
official dog. 

“My granddaughter was born yesterday. I 
have to buy her a present she’ll remember.”

Carlos Fernandez


