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JOIN US THIS SUNDAY

EXPERIENCE GOD’S GLORY

On Sunday
Worship with Eucharist .................................................. 8:30 a.m.
Adult Formation & Church School............................. 9:30 a.m.
Worship ................................................................................ 11:00 a.m.
Get Centre’d Worship ................................................... 10:00 p.m.

500 W. Main St. • Danville, KY • 236-6692 • www.presbydan.org

JOIN USJOIN US

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Community of Faith Since 1784

TRINITY EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

320 W. Main • Danville
The Rev. Amy Dafl er Meaux, Rector

SUNDAY EUCHARIST
8:30 am Rite I 9:45 am Sunday School for all ages

10:30 am Rite II, Choir and Nursery
WEDNESDAY EUCHARIST

Noon: w/Prayers for Healing

859-239-3374
WWW.TRINITYDANVILLE.ORG

Music
Harris Creek Baptist

Church — 6 p.m. Sunday,
Southern Grace will sing.

Mount Freeman Baptist
Church — 6 p.m. Sunday,
e Dennys will sing at the
church on White Oak Road
in Junction City.

Crab Orchard Christian
Church — 6 p.m. Sunday,
the church will host the
southern gospel group His
Heart. Refreshments will fol-
low in the dining hall. For
more information, call Dale
Hunt at (859) 553-1479.

Quiet day
e Presbyterian

Church of Danville — 10
a.m.-noon Saturday, “A
Quiet Day,” a time set aside
to rest, hear God, think and
receive ministry, will be
held  at the church, 500 W.
Main St. e sanctuary will
be open for sacred reading
(lectio divina), prayer or
meditation. e public is in-
vited to come and stay as
long as they like and to bring
a favorite spiritual reading
or use one of the resources
available.

e Quiet Day is spon-
sored by the church's
Stephen Ministry, which will
provide resources on lectio
divina and will be available
for prayer.

Church moving
New Life Ministries in

Danville is relocating to a
new facility. Beginning Sun-
day, the church will occupy
the building formerly used
by the Christian Bookstore
at 200 High-Tower Drive in
Danville (near Walmart). 

Worship services begin at
10:30 a.m. 

ings to know about the
services:

nContemporary worship 
n Casual dress (relaxed

environment)
n Nursery available dur-

ing services 
n J.A.M. (Jesus and Me)

kid style-worship is avail-
able for children (first to
sixth grades)

n Information regarding
the “New Home Giveaway”
will be provided to all who
attend 

n Light breakfast served
from 10-10:30 a.m.

n Pastor is Chuck Robin-
son

Special services

St. Peter AME Church,
Harrodsburg — Sunday will
be fellowship day. e 2:30
p.m. speaker will be the Rev.
Barry Harmon and congre-
gation of New Harmony
Baptist Church. Dinner will
be served.

Cross Point Calvary
Chapel — 11 a.m. Sunday,
you are invited to attend the
beginning of a chapter by
chapter, verse by verse study
of the book of Mark. e
church is located at 413
West Main Street, Danville.

CHURCH
briefs

By EDWARD CLARK

The interesting parable
of the wheat and tares, as
found in the Bible, is for
many just a story of a man
who plowed, planted, and
planned for a harvest of
wheat only to find that
during a nighttime de-
structive action his ene-
mies crept into the field
and scattered the weed-
seeds to frustrate and per-
haps destroy the growth of
the wheat making the har-
vest far less than expected.

Upon discovery, the
owner of the field was
asked if some attempt
should be made to pull the
weeds and allow room for
the wheat to mature. He
chose to leave the field
alone and stated that the
separation would come at
harvest time and not be-
fore.

A parable is a word pic-
ture. It is a scene put in
place by the words used to
describe it. 

It is not factual and did-
n’t really happen, but is
the method used to paint
the picture in ways that
can be applied to lessons
of life that affect us on our
journey.

With that in mind, we
are confronted with the
fact that our lives are fac-
tual proof of the parable’s
picture. 

We need not live long
before we see the begin-
ning of the lessons to be

learned in the seeds and
weeds of struggle. If not
careful we will miss the
point. Good things hap-
pen and then, for no rea-
son known to us, bad
things creep in and spoil
our celebration. 

The good is always
there. God desires only
good for us and has
planted those seeds in our
lives, but He has allowed
the entry of envy, jealousy,
gossip, failure, and more
to co-exist with the seeds
that allow for our matur-
ing harvest. They can be-
come the weeds of our life
that are designed to choke
the awareness of blessings
out of us and spoil the har-
vest that is possible.

Most often, the attempts
to “fix it,” no matter what
“it” is results in failure.
The lesson of the parable,
and this causes great frus-
tration with some of us, is
to leave it alone. 

The owner of the field
said, in effect, I planted
the field and knew what I
was doing and when the
time is right for harvest I
will separate all that is bad
and designed to impugn
my work. 

Every day of our lives is
one of exposure to the
good seeds of our per-
sonae to the weeds of hap-
penstance that are
designed to cripple the
“wheat growth” of a life-
time. 

When we see this hap-

pen to others, we often
rush to pull the weed of
disappointment or protect
our weaker brother, but
too often we are left with
the realization that in try-
ing to pull one weed we
destroyed several good
seeds that would have
grown had we just left the
weed alone.

God controls the uni-
verse. He made it. The dif-
ficult lesson to learn is that
while we have cause to
celebrate some good thing
we can hardly enjoy it for
the collapse of something
else in the same day.  The
weed is allowed to choke
the seed of our under-
standing that life is full of
this stuff. 

The good and bad will
always be in the same field
and if we allow our joy to
be destroyed by our inabil-
ity to learn the lesson of
harvest time we will never
comprehend that God is
teaching us that He de-
cides when harvest time
has come. 

When it occurs, the sep-
aration that we were so
eager to attempt will be
accomplished by that One
who planted our individ-
ual fields with the seeds of
hope, accomplished work,
and the ability to under-
stand that while He had
nothing to do with the
weeds that crept into our
lives He also made no ef-
fort to pull them up. 

Life, in varying lengths

of time, is one piece. There
are no gaps, no cuts, and
no times out. Every day is
an exposure. 

We walk in the field that
God planted and we are
taught that those seeds of
grace that cause our hap-
piness and contentment
will almost surely be at-
tacked by the weeds of
containment that are de-
signed to destroy the daily
awareness that we are
growing toward the har-
vest of a lifetime.

The most difficult les-
son to be learned about
weeds, in life, is to leave
them alone. 

The effort to pull that
which is inferior and will
never be good for anything
is wasted energy and if
pulling one lousy weed de-
stroys three good seeds,
we will have stepped
ahead of the parable’s
meaning.

Here, in an amusing ob-
servation, we learn that
bundling, as in telephone,
Internet, and electronic
rate-baits for expanded
sales, was known cen-
turies ago. 

God states that when
the harvest time arrives
the weeds will be bundled
together and destroyed by
fire. God stated once He
was the great “I AM” and
in life we are to learn that
He is teaching us “I made
the world” and “I will fin-
ish My work” at harvest
time.”

e Declaration of Inde-
pendence, one of the founda-
tional documents of our
nation that is revered not only
by many citizens of this coun-
try but also by many people
around the world who are
moved by the lofty principles
it proclaims, declares un-
equivocally and without ex-
ception that all persons
whoever they are or wherever
they live “are endowed by
their Creator” with “certain
unalienable rights.” 

An unalienable right is one
that under no circumstance
may either be denied or taken
away. One of these three un-
alienable rights is the right to
“the pursuit of happiness.”
Now, pursuit is the act of fol-
lowing after something with
the intent of laying hold of it
and making it one’s own.

Some things pursued, when
attainted, may produce pleas-
ure or self-gratification, but
they do not produce real and
abiding happiness. Helen
Keller is credited with saying,
“Many people have a wrong
idea about what constitutes
true happiness. It is not at-
tained through self-gratifica-
tion, but through fidelity to a
worthy purpose.”

Happiness is best defined
as an inner peace that leads to
joy and contentment in any
and all situations under which
people may, at any time, find
themselves.  As the Declara-
tion of Independence clearly
states, this state of mind is not,
and cannot be, an entitlement
granted by a paternalistic gov-
ernment; it comes as the result
of a diligent pursuit of those
things that produce harmony,
goodwill and inner peace.
ese things do not rely upon,
nor come as the result of, an
accumulation of material
things. 

In his lifetime, Jay Gould, an
American business tycoon of
an earlier period, accumulated
a vast amount of wealth. Yet, as
the end of life approached,
Gould is credited with saying,
“I suppose I am the most mis-
erable man on earth.”   

Too, happiness does not de-
pend upon the absence of
trouble. Even in the midst of
hardship and trouble that may
come at a moment to anyone,
true happiness, consisting of
joy, contentment and inner
peace, may be experienced.

The pursuit
of happiness

Howard Coop
Contributing writer

The seeds and the weeds


