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KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

C
raig Allan puts 
35,000 miles on 
his odometer each 
year.

Not surprising since Craig 
delivers close to 1,000 news-
papers to more than 300 
homes and 22 stores and of-
fi ces six days a week. He also 
restocks coupon racks at re-
tailers and grocers in Frank-
lin and surrounding coun-
ties for his second job.

If you’ve lived in Jett, 
downtown or anywhere else 
on Craig’s newspaper route 
since he started almost 22 
years ago, you’ve probably 
seen him behind the wheel 
of his blue-gray Honda Ac-
cord.

But you may not have seen 
Craig pulling off to jot notes 
or write a line of poetry on 
scrap paper. Nor could you 
have seen the mental chess 
match he sometimes plays 
while on his route.

Delivering newspapers for 
The State Journal fi ts Craig’s 
lifestyle, but he never intend-
ed to stay as long as he did. 

He’d just lost his job set-

ting telephone poles on con-
tract and needed a part-time 
job so he could be home 
more with his children.

“I thought this would be a 
good part-time job to have, 
and then I’d move on from 
it,” Craig said, chuckling. 
“But I haven’t moved on.”

In fact, Craig upped 
his workload, delivering 
USA Today for a while and 
now restocking coupons 
for News America Smart 
Choice. His second job takes 
him to stores in Frankfort, 
Shelbyville, Lawrenceburg 
and other areas.

The jobs keep Craig, a 
Chicago native who’s also 
lived in California and Okla-
homa and hitchhiked to 
Frankfort, connected to his 
family, community and per-
sonal passions.

“I wasn’t born here,” Craig, 
55, said while on his route in 
Jett recently. “My wife (of 35 
years Jinna) was born here, 
and I guess it just felt like 
home. I write and play chess, 
so I can think when I’m do-
ing this.”

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Franklin County Pub-
lic Schools Superinten-
dent Harrie Buecker an-
nounced Monday she 
plans to resign when her 
contract expires June 30.

“I looked at a lot of dif-
ferent angles and differ-

ent factors – what’s best 
for me, what’s best for 
my family, what’s best 
for the district,” she told 
The State Journal after a 
meeting of the Board of 
Education.

“It all weighed in fa-
vor of stepping aside and 
changing leadership 
here.”

Buecker says she hasn’t 
decided if her departure 
means retirement or if 
she will seek another job. 

There are currently 
seven vacant superin-
tendent positions list-
ed statewide, including 
Oldham County Public 
Schools, where Buecker 
worked before coming to 

Franklin County.
Buecker says her im-

mediate plans are to con-
tinue focusing on Frank-
lin County students and 
staff to “move the district 
forward for the next sev-
eral months.”

She notified all staff 

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Franklin County Board of Education mem-
ber may fi le a complaint with the state after board 
members say they discussed the election of offi -
cers before the start of Monday’s meeting.

The board has a longstanding tradition of pro-
moting the vice chairman to the chairman posi-
tion each January. But Doug Crowe, who served as 
vice chairman in 2011, wasn’t elected as chairman 

See BOARD, A7See RESIGN, A7
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Two Frankfort men – the 
alleged robber and a gas 
clerk – were arrested for 
robbery at Swifty Oil on 
Versailles Road Sunday af-

ter an in-
vestigation 
led police 
to believe 
the station 
employee 
was part of 
the crime, 
according 
to Frank-
fort police.

Around 
9 p.m. the 
gas clerk, 
John Tray-
lor,  19, 
told po-
lice a man 
d r e s s e d 
in black 
w e a r -
ing a ski 
mask en-

tered the gas station and 
demanded cash while dis-
playing a chrome handgun, 
says a police department 

press release.
Later a Franklin Coun-

ty Sheriff’s deputy saw a 
“suspicious vehicle,” a 2004 
Chevrolet Cavalier, on Ly-
ons Drive near the scene 
of the reported crime, the 
press release said. The dep-
uty charged the driver, War-
ren Dunn, 19, with fi rst-de-
gree robbery.

“After the initial stop the 
subsequent investigation 
caused the offi cer to take 
a look at Traylor, and there 
was enough probable cause 
to charge him with the 
crime,” said Maj. Fred Dea-
ton without elaboration. 

Police charged Traylor 
with complicity to commit 
fi rst-degree robbery, the re-
lease said. 

Both men were lodged 
at the Franklin County Re-
gional Jail.

The investigation is on-
going, Deaton said.

At least two previous rob-
beries have been reported at 
Swifty Oil since August, ac-
cording to The State Journal 
archives.

Warren Dunn

John Traylor

Carried away by his job
Newspaper deliveryman didn’t intend to stay this long

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Craig Allan gets out of his car to throw a newspaper on a subscriber’s doorstep last week. Craig has been a State Journal carrier for 
the past 22 years.

Newspapers are reflected in Craig Allan’s windshield.

Craig Allan has been a State Journal carrier for 22 years.See CARRIER, A8


