
By DAVE SKRETTA
AP Sports Writer

KANSAS CITY, Kan.
— A.J. Allmendinger rolled
off the track and hopped
out of his car, convinced
that he’d put together a de-
cent qualifying run but ex-
pecting to start somewhere
in the top 15 today.

Turns out he’ll be start-
ing up front.

Allmendinger captured
his second career Sprint
Cup pole Saturday, turning
a lap of 175.993 mph in his
Penske Racing Dodge to
knock Kevin Harvick off
the top spot. Joey Logano
had the third fastest time
but will start at the rear af-
ter changing engines during
practice Friday.

It was the first pole for
Allmendinger since 2010 at
Phoenix. He nearly had the
pole last month at Bristol
but was edged out by Greg
Biffle by a thousandth of a
second.

“I didn’t think the lap
was amazing. I thought it
was OK,” said Allmen-
dinger, who learned his lap
time from crew chief Todd
Gordon moments later and
couldn’t help but smile.

“I was kind of shocked
by it,” he said. “Everybody
has been working hard.
We’re getting closer — we’re
not where we want to be
at.”

Logano went off first in
qualifying and posted a lap
of 175.724 mph, then
watched as car after car
failed to touch his time. It
wasn’t until Harvick turned
a lap of 175.747 that Logano
was finally bumped.

“We’ll shotgun the field,”
Logano said. “It’s like the
old short-track days. Didn’t
they pay you more if you
started at the back and you
passed them all? I’ll have to
talk to NASCAR about
that.”

Denny Hamlin posted
the fourth-fastest lap, fol-
lowed by Mark Martin and
Martin Truex Jr.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. quali-
fied seventh for Hendrick
Motorsports, which is try-
ing to an end a 13-race
drought and reach mile-
stone win No. 200. The
team hasn’t reached Vic-
tory Lane since Jimmie
Johnson’s win at Kansas
last October, the longest
winless stretch since the
2002 and ‘03 seasons.

Johnson qualified 15th
after going sideways in
Turns 1 and 2. He managed
to recover down the back
stretch and put together a
solid second lap, but the
bobble through the corner
may have cost him a
chance for his second con-
secutive top-10 qualifying
run.

“An eventful 1 and 2,”

said Johnson, a two-time
winner at Kansas. “We
know we got an awesome
race car. I just hope we
don’t hurt ourselves too
bad here.”

Local favorite Clint
Bowyer — who is from
Emporia, Kan., and raced
on the dirt track at nearby
Lakeside Speedway — qual-
ified eighth. Kasey Kahne
was ninth and Sam Hornish
Jr. was 10th.

Hornish was among 11
cars that had to make the
field on time. The full-time
Nationwide driver will be
making his first Sprint Cup
start since Pocono last June.

“It’s been almost six
months since I’ve been in
one of these cars on an in-
termediate track,” Hornish
said. “We wanted to get
some seat time and shake
the car down. I’m really
happy with the car. We’re
in the show and get to race
on Sunday.” 
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Hardin County 
Honda

Used Car Specials

5608 N. Dixie Hwy. - Elizabethtown
270-765-2141 • 1-800-738-2141
www.hardincountyhonda.com

‘06

Chevy    

Trailblazer LS

#11823A

$10,109

‘08  

Honda 

Civic

#12195A

$14,900

‘06

Dodge

Durango SXT

#3580A

$11,900

‘06 

Jeep

Liberty

#12128A

$10,900

‘09

Ford 

Fusion

#3563

$13,900

‘11

Nissan

Sentra

#11735AA

$15,913

‘08

VW     

Beetle

#3598

$13,900

‘07

Mercury

Montego

#12041B

$10,900

‘07

Honda

Element SC

#11774A

$14,731

‘10     

Chevy 

Cobalt LT

#3592

$13,900

‘04

Lincoln 

Town Car

#12144A

$13,900

‘10

Chevy

HHR

#3450

$12,684

‘08

Suzuki

Forenza 

#12087A

$9,995

‘07

Honda

Fit Sport

#12092A

$9,995

‘04 

Hyundai

Tiburon

#12086A

$7,995

‘07 

Jeep

Wrangler

#3603

$18,900

‘05

Jeep GR 

Cherokee 

#12113A

$12,900

‘08

Toyota

Corolla LE

#3559

$11,900

‘06

GMC

1500 Sierra

#3529A

$14,778

‘04

Nissan 

Maxima SE

#3574A

$10,425

Introductory 
First Year 

Membership 
Special

2606 Hodgenville Rd.

Elizabethtown, KY  42701

270-737-7707

UNLIMITED ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

Hardin County’s Only Private Golf Club

All this for the 

one-time fee of:

$1,399.00

• Individual or Family
• Membership runs through April 30th, 2013
  The earlier you pay, the more you play
• Includes Golf, Pool and full use 
  of facilities
• Annual range pass available 
  (Single $150/Family $200)
• Annual cart plan available 
  (Single $450/Family $650)
• Private cart ownership ($350/
  year - includes storage and trail fee)

203 Peterson Drive, Elizabethtown, KY 42701 • 270-765-2500

A Revolution in Zero Turns
The Steering Wheel

Test drive the New Cub 
Cadet Zero Turn Mower

Z-Force 48S
Twin Cyl Kohler

48” Fabricated Deck
Full Zero Turn response 
with a Steering Wheel

H O R S E  R AC I N G

All Squared Away wins Lexington Stakes
By COLIN FLY

AP Sports Writer

LEXINGTON — Peter Miller
of Altamira Racing Stable started
thinking big in the moments af-
ter his 70-1 longshot, All Squared
Away, won the Lexington Stakes
on Saturday.

“(I’ll) think about something
like the Preakness,” Miller said
of his sudden 3-year-old star.

But the horse Miller picked
up for $1,000 at a yearling sale is-
n’t Triple Crown nominated,
meaning he’d have to shell out
$100,000 of the $120,000 purse
he just won to give the dark bay
gelding the chance.

“Never mind,” Miller said
with a laugh. “We’ll find some
other race. I’m not giving up the
$100,000 I just (won) to run the
Preakness.”

They won with record-break-
ing odds in the 31-year-old
Lexington Stakes.

All Squared Away fell from
50-1 to 70-1, but rallied to win
the $200,000 Grade 3 race at
Keeneland. He spoiled the Kent-

ucky Derby chances of Castaway
and other horses looking for
earnings to make the 20-horse
field.

“He’s always trained like a
good horse, like a quality horse,”
said Miller, who had trained the
horse and holds ownership with
Wire to Wire Racing Inc. “We
are thrilled. Over the moon.”

It was a major move for a

horse that looked bad in its two
previous stakes races — finishing
seventh in the El Camino Real
Derby in Albany, Calif., in
February and sixth in the Spiral
Stakes at Turfway in nearby
Florence last month.

After the second race, Miller
decided to leave his horse be-
hind for trainer Wesley Ward.

It wound up being a wise

move.
“The horse had a tough trip in

the race at Turfway, and after the
race he just asked me if I would
take him to train and he gave
him to me. And I’ll tell you what,
the horse has just been doing
fantastic ever since,” Ward said.
“Every day that goes by the
horse just keeps getting better
here. As most horses do when
they come to Keeneland, it’s
such a tranquil, peaceful setting.
Horses just thrive and this guy’s
one of them.”

Ward said he believed the
horse had a good shot to win,
then kept looking at the odds
falling out of their favor.

“You look at the odds and you
think, well, jeez, we’d be a lot
better if we ran for $40,000
claiming (race),” Ward said.

Instead, All Squared Away,
sired by Bellamy Road, looked
right at home on the Polytrack,
running 1 1/16th miles in 1:42.55
under Julio Garcia. He stayed
near the front and kept pace four
wide before taking control in the

final furlong and winning by 1½
lengths.

“I just took a shot. I said, you
know, I’ll take a chance. We only
bought him for a $1,000 and he’s
just turned out to be a neat, neat
horse,” Miller said. “That’s a nice
return on investment.”

Did the owner bet on his
horse?

“Not enough,” Miller said.
All Squared Away paid

$143.20, $45.80 and $17. Sum-
mer Front returned $5.20 and
$4, while Hammers Terror paid
$9.40 to show.

Castaway, trained by Bob
Baffert and needing the $120,000
first-prize purse to have enough
earnings to make the Derby
field, finished ninth. Another
horse with Derby aspirations and
an outside shot to make the field,
Morgan’s Guerrilla, finished last
in the 11-horse field.

“He didn’t get into a good
rhythm and was never comfort-
able,” said jockey Julien Lepa-
roux of Morgan’s Guerrilla. “He
just never got into the race.”

Leparoux ties Keeneland wins record

The Associated Press

LEXINGTON — Jockey Julien Leparoux equaled a 22-year-old
Keeneland record by winning six races in one day.

The 28-year-old Leparoux tied Randy Romero and Craig
Perret, who both won six races in April 1990.

Leparoux, who had eight mounts, started out Friday with con-
secutive wins on Rhonin Victoria and Love Reigns.

After a fourth-place finish on Pisgah Station, he won four in a
row riding Rally Point, Sum of the Parts, Julie’s Love and Into the
Fray. He came up short in his chance to break the record, finishing
second by a neck on Kathmanblu in the $100,000 Grade 3
Doubledogdare.

“It was a great day,” said Leparoux, who had Kathmanblu in
first place heading into the backstretch. “I was really thinking I
could get it.”

AU TO R AC I N G

Allmendinger captures second pole
N H L P L AYO F F S

Bruins one loss away
from elimination

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Troy Brouwer scored on a power
play with 1:27 left, giving the Washington Capitals
a 4-3 victory Saturday and moving the defending
champion Boston Bruins a loss away from elimina-
tion.

Brouwer gave the Capitals a 3-2 series lead with
his second goal of the playoffs, beating Tim
Thomas over the glove with a wrist shot with 37
seconds left on Benoit Pouliot’s slashing penalty.

The Capitals can wrap up the best-of-seven se-
ries at home today.

The Bruins have been in this predicament be-
fore. They trailed the Vancouver Canucks 3-2 last
year in the Stanley Cup finals, then won the last
two games on the road to capture their first title
since 1972.

The Bruins, who trailed 2-0 and 3-2, tied it at
8:47 of the third period on Johnny Boychuk’s goal.

Buescher gets around
Keselowski to win

Trucks race
By DAVE SKRETTA

AP Sports Writer

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — James
Buescher finally got a chance to drive his
truck into victory lane.

Those second-place finishes were get-
ting a little old.

The 22-year-old Buescher passed Brad
Keselowski with 10 laps remaining Satur-
day at Kansas Speedway, and then pulled
away to win for the first time in 76 tries in
the Trucks series.

“I can’t even count the number of
times we finished second,” Buescher said.
“We’ve had a lot of second-place finishes,
but we finally got the win.”

Buescher won his first NASCAR race
in the Nationwide series at Daytona earli-
er this season, but hadn’t been able to
break through in the Trucks series, de-
spite four runner-up runs — including last

weekend at Rockingham, where his
teammate Kasey Kahne won for Turner
Motorsports.

“Two weeks in a row is definitely
something to be proud of,” Buescher
said.

Buescher unloaded a new truck for
practice Friday and it was fast all week-
end. He lost the lead on the final round of
pit stops, electing to take four tires while
Keselowski took only two, but powered
by the Sprint Cup regular on the fresh
tires to wrap up his first series win.

“We did a great job, my team did, of
capitalizing on pit strategy,” Keselowski
said. “We needed a little more speed to
run with James, who was just lightning
quick.”

Buescher came into weekend fourth in
points and leaves in second, just four be-
hind Timothy Peters, who also got
around Keselowski down the stretch to
finish second at Kansas.

Nelson Piquet Jr. finished fourth and
Todd Bodine was fifth.


