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IMPAIRED: Labs 

have difficulty 
testing for Spice 
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with another vehicle. 
Edwards and his pas

senger were injured, 
Chaffins said. The driver 
and two children in the 
other vehicle were critical
ly injured. An adult male 
passenger, Henry M. Cas
ey, was killed. 

~(Edwards) was very 
honest with me about what 
happened, ~ Chaffins said. 
"This is something thai he 
did every week .... I told 
him, 'Look, you knew this 
was eventually going to 
happcn.'ft 

~you might be able to 
drink and drive and get 
away with iI, but eventual· 
ly, you're going to gel 
caught,n Chaffins said. 

Between March 2011 
and March 2012, 34 cases 
were opened in Hardin 
District Court using the 
Unifonn Offense Report. 
ing Code for undcr-2 1 
driving under the influ
ence, said Loretta Crady, 
Hardin County's ci rcuil 
court clerk. 

Though thai number 
may appear low, local offi
cials say it's skewed. The 
under-2l DUI charge only 
"f.Plics to those whose 
b ood akohollevels test at 
between .02 alld .08 per
cellt. 

~ If it's .081, even if 
you're 19, you're going to 
get charged as an adult, ~ 
explained Hardin County 
Attorney J enny Oldham. 
~If it's dru.gs - marijuana 
or cocaine or anything else 
- you're going to get 
charged as an adult with an 
adult DUI. 

"t'rankly, many under-
21 offenders have above 
an .08,~ she said. 

At this time, Oldham's 
office has no way of sepa
rating the number of teens 
charged with adult DUb 
from rest of the DUI of
fenders, she said. 

"So I don't know if it's 
gone up or down," Old
ham said about teen DUb. 
~Is it a problem? Yes.~ 

This time of year, D U I 
arresls increase, especially 
among teen drivers, who 
are celebrating prom, 
graduations and the end of 
the school year, said officer 
James Richardson of the 
Elizabethtown Police De
partment. 

~It'$ not that we look for 
them more; it's just that we 
find them more often," 
.said Richardson, who has 
made more than 1,000 
DUl arrests at EPD. 

Local high schools react 
by hosting events such as 
mod. crashes and dru.nken 
driving exhibits, said John 
Wright, spokesman for 
Hardin County Schools. 

For example, Radcliff 
Police Department will 
bring its "dru.nk driving 
car" Tuesday to John 
Hardin High School, 
Wright .said. Studenls will 
wear goggles that simulate 
impainnent and attempt to 
drive the car through a 
prepared course. 

Both Oldham and Rich
ardson say while they see 
many teens driving under 
the influence of alcohol, 
there is a rapidly increas
ing trend of teens driving 
under the influence of 
dnlgs, specifically marijua
na, synthetiC drugs and 
prescription pills. 

"I think a lot of it is at 
that age they're experi
menting more," Richard
son said. "Back when we 
were kids, you didn't have 
Spice. You didn't know 
Robirussin would gel you 
high. With the Internet 
and the infomlation that's 
oul there on the Intemel, 
all they've got to do is ron 
a searm through Coogle, 
and they can come back 
with so much stuff.~ 

It's not that drugged 
driving among teens has 
skyrocketed all of a sud
den, he said. More police 
officers are being trained 
not only to dete<:t when 
someone'$ under the influ
ence of drogs, but what 
classificat ion of drug is 
causing the impainnent. 

However, droggcd driv
ing presents several prob
lems for police officers and 
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Elizabethtown Police Officer Scot Ricllardson gives 
Elizabethtown High School senior Chris Larrington a breath 
tnt Thursday at a mock cruh at the school. Larrington 
portrayed a dn.lllken driver on his way to prom. 

prosecutors, Richardson 
said. One being that syn
thetic drogs are difficult to 
prosecute because tests 
typically rerum from for
ensic labs with inconclu
sive results, making it diffi
cult to convince a jllry a 
driver was impaired. 

"The problem we come 
into with Spice, they 
change the stuff so much 
that when we arrest these 
kids with a n Ul, we 
charge them and send it off 
to the lab,~ he said. ~h 

comes back 'no drugs 
identified' because the lab 
doesn't have the technolo
gy to look for it and does 
not know what to look fOf. 

"That's predominately 
what we see, lite Spice, the 
synthetic bath salts, stuff 
like that because mom and 
dad don 't know what it is. 
We're not able to test for a 
lot of il, and the kids know 
",,-" 

Another problem is 
public perception, Rich
ard.'lOn said. Not only is the 
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BY THE NUMBERS 
• Underage drinking cost Kentucky residents 5700 

million in 2010. 
• In 2011. 19 percent of teefls reported driving under 

the influence of marijuana while 13 perce11l reported driv
ing under the influence of alcohol. 

• More than one-third of teens who have driven after 
using marijuana say the drug does not impair their driving 
ability. 

• seven oul of 10 students have consumed alcohol by 
the end of high school, one-third of them by eighth grade. 

• In 2011. 82 percent of high school seniors reported 
it would be -fairly easy· Of -very easy· to obtain marijua
o,. 

• That same )lear. 6.6 percent of high school seniors 
reported daily or near daily marijuana use. 

drinking has risen since 
2003. 

~ It's 110 different than al
cohol; it's no different than 
prescription pain pills,H 
R.ichardson said about 
marijuana. ~ I t change! 

how you feel, how you 
think. It slows down your 
central nervous system to 
the point where it inlpairs 
your ability to drive." 

Earlier this year, Ed
wards, now 20, pleaded 
guilty to second-degree 
manslaughter and sc<:ond
degree assault. He's serv
ing a six·year sentence at 
Roederer Correctional 
Complex near LaGran!:,'c. 

Post 4 troopers investi
gate about two or three 
wrecks a month involving 
teells driving WIder the in
fluence, Chaffins said, 
whim is "preny substan
tial" for one agency. 

~ It'J sad when 1 8Q to a 
wreck and see a yolUlg per
son there because it's pre
ventable,~ Chaffins said. 
~It takes one bad decision 
to screw everything IIp.~ 

Sarah IIenn~tt tan be 
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publiC pcogTammed only 
to associate alcohol with 
impaired driving, bllt pe0-
ple in general no longer 
sec marijuana as a threat, 
especially since a 2011 
statute turned simple pos
session of marijuana into a 
non-arrestable offense in 
Kentucky. 

"You're not going to 
find too many kids at 
Central Hardin that's go
ing to te ll you it's OK to 
smoke crack cocaine on 
the weekends, but you're 
not going to find too many 
that aren't going to tell you 
it's OK to smoke a joint on 
the weekend or smoke 
some Spice over the week
end, ~ he said. 

(f)Turner lawOitice, PLLC 

According to the Uni
versity of Mimigan'~ Mon
itoring the Future Survey, 
high school seniors' per
ceived risk from regular 
marijuana use has steadily 
declined over the past Five 
years, whereas the per· 
ceived risk from binge 
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