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 WASHINGTON — The 
House of Representatives vot-
ed overwhelmingly Wednes-
day to suspend the nation’s 
debt limit until May, allow-
ing the federal government to 
continue to pay its bills and 
removing an immediate threat 
to the economy as it struggles 
to gain strength.

The move was backed 
by a majority of Kentucky’s 
congressional delegation and 
was expected to be ratified 
by the Senate and signed by 
President Barack Obama. Its 
adoption signaled that the 
government will not imme-
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Kentucky can rightly claim its 
title as the “horse capital,” at least 
of the United States, according to 
results from the 2012 Kentucky 
Equine Survey.

Figures released by the Univer-
sity of Kentucky  show that there 
are 242,400 horses in the state 
and equine-related assets worth 
an estimated $23.4 billion. 

That is double the $12.1 billion 
pre-recession levels found in New 
York in 2005 by a similar study, 
said Jill Stowe, the UK research-
er leading the project. Data isn’t 

available for California, Texas or 
Florida, other states with signifi-
cant horse populations.

The horses themselves in Ken-
tucky are worth an estimated $6.3 
billion. The land, buildings, ve-
hicles, feed, tack and equestrian 
clothing is worth $17.1 billion.

Total equine-related sales and 
income in 2011 was about $1.1 
billion, with $521.1 million from 
the sale of horses and $491 million 
from services provided, includ-
ing breeding and non-breeding 
services such as training, lessons, 
boarding  and farriers .

ECONOMIC DATA COULD HELP CRAFT POLICY DECISIONS

 Thoroughbreds, trail riding top equine survey 

By Janet Patton
jpatton1@herald-leader.com

Mares and foals ran at sunrise on Claiborne Farm last summer. There 
are 242,400 horses in the state, 54,000 of them Thoroughbreds.
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242,400 horses 1.1 million acres devoted to equine use$23.4 billion in equine-related assets

 WASHINGTON — The U.S. military will 
soon announce the end of a 19-year ban on 
women in combat, according to a senior de-
fense official, a sweeping change that appears 
to recognize the reality that female troops 
have experienced since the invasions of Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

The official, who spoke on condition of an-
onymity because of the timing, said that De-
fense Secretary Leon Panetta and Gen. Mar-
tin E. Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, “are expected to announce the lifting 
of the direct combat exclusion rule for women 
in the military.”

The official added that the announcement, 
which could come Thursday, “will initiate a 
process whereby the services will develop 
plans to implement this decision, which was 
made by the secretary of defense upon the 
recommendation of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.”

Like the elimination of the “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” policy prohibiting gay men and women 
from serving openly, the decision represents 
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How they 
voted

Voting for 
the bill: Rep. 
Andy Barr, R-
Lexington; Rep. 
Hal Rogers, R-
Somerset; Rep. 
Brett Guthrie, 
R-Bowling 
Green; Rep. 
Ed Whitfield, 
R-Hopkinsville

Voting against 
the bill: Rep. 
Thomas 
Massie, R-
Garrison; Rep. 
John Yarmuth, 
D-Louisville

See DEBT LIMIT, A2See HORSES, A2

See WOMEN, A2
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“HAD I BEEN PRESIDENT 
AT THE TIME … I WOULD HAVE RELIEVED 

YOU OF YOUR POST.” 
Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., to Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton

 WASHINGTON — During 
a hearing before Congress on 
Wednesday, Republican U.S. Sen. 
Rand Paul of Kentucky rebuked 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
for “a failure of leadership” that 
he said made her culpable in the 
deadly Sept. 11 raid on the U.S. 
Consulate in Libya.

“Had I been president at the 
time and found that you did not 

read the cables from Benghazi, 
you did not read the cables from 
Ambassador Stevens (about se-
curity concerns), I would have 
relieved you of your post,” Paul 
told Clinton during his debut 
on the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. “I think it’s inexcus-
able.”

The exchange between Paul 
and Clinton lasted about six min-
utes.

Defiant in one of her final ap-

pearances in office, Clinton said 
that she accepts responsibility for 
security lapses in the deadly Sept. 
11 attack on U.S. posts in Libya, 
but she also stressed that the as-
sault was part of a broader war 
the United States faces against 
extremists in North Africa.

 Although her voice cracked 
and she appeared close to tears 
when describing the deaths of 
Ambassador Chris Stevens and 
three other Americans, Clinton 

overall seemed confident — and 
even combative at times — when 
pressed on security lapses in 
the attacks in the eastern city of 
Benghazi.

The congressional question-
ing took on highly partisan 
tones, with Democrats blaming 
Congress for denying funds they 
say would have helped the State 
Department improve diplomatic 

Paul confronts Clinton in 
hearing on Libya attack
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Daniel R. Yanicko, Jr., MD
PROVIDING ORTHOPEDIC SERVICES

KentuckyOne Health is pleased to have Daniel R. Yanicko, Jr., MD
as part of Saint Joseph Orthopedic Associates. Dr. Yanicko is a
board-certified orthopedic surgeon and fellow of The American
Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons and the American College of
Surgeons. Well experienced in general bone and joint problems,
his treatment interests include:

traumatic fractures
(broken bones)

sports medicine

arthritis

minimally invasive joint
replacement surgery


