
Brandon Greenwood, center, and Robert Wilmoth watch
the air show. AARON BORTON/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

The Lima Lima Flight Team of six T-34s specializes in precision formation flying. MICHAEL DOSSETT/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

The Heritage Flight of P-51 Mustang and F-22 Raptor aircraft entertains the crowd.
MICHAEL DOSSETT/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

People view the light show from the elevation and enclosed comfort of the KFC Yum!
Center. AARON BORTON/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Bursts small and large illuminate the night sky. FRANKIE STEELE/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

Two AH-1W Super Cobra attack helicopters perform during
the air show. MICHAEL DOSSETT/SPECIAL TO THE C-J
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Not everything with wings was in the air. Albert Zi Wen
Chang consumes a turkey leg. FRANKIE STEELE/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

Joshua Richard does pull-ups at the Marines tent as Sgt.
Stephen England watches. FRANKIE STEELE/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

A brilliant, booming display of fireworks brought a
dazzling end to Thunder Over Lousville on a chilly Sat-
urday that began with a slightly curtailed air show
amid low clouds and lower-than-usual crowds.

“This is pretty freakin’ cool. This is awesome,” said
Tom Patsis of Indianapolis, his face aglow with the fire-
works. In Indianapolis “we’ve got 30 minutes of fire-
works on the Fourth of July, but it’s nothing like this,”
he said.

The display of nearly 70 tons of fireworks capped
the 23rd annual Thunder. The 7½- hour display of air-
craft and fireworks, themed, “A Star Spangled Blast,”
marked the launch of festivities culminating in the
May 5 running of the Kentucky Derby.

Medal of Honor recipient Dakota Meyer pressed
the switch that ignited the display of fireworks — cas-
cading, twisting, starbursting, roaring shells fired off
barges and the Clark Memorial Bridge.

Some 405,000 came out on a day with temperatures
in the 50s, according to the festival, watching from
both sides of the Ohio River and from more than 300
boats on it.

Up to 750,000 have attended some years, but Satur-
day’s turnout easily topped last year’s, when even wet-
ter, chillier weather prevailed.

Although the low cloud cover caused organizers to
juggle the aerial acts, Aimee Boyd, a spokeswoman for
the Kentucky Derby Festival, said that almost all of
them performed.

The Thunder air show featured nearly 90 aircraft,
many of them military.

Some airplanes had to avoid some of their more
soaring maneuvers due to clouds. But there were am-
ple scenes of looping biplanes and other aerial acrobat-
ics.

Louisville Metro Police reported a mostly orderly
night as of late evening, with one accident, three ar-
rests and 97 cars towed from zones restricted from
parking to make way for traffic, according to Officer
Carey Klain. Post-Thunder traffic was moving slowly
but with no unusual delays, police said.

Thunder was a welcome relief for the Fulkerson
family of Marysville, Ind., following the tornado that
destroyed their home last month. “It gets your mind off
the stress,” said Dale Fulkerson.

Reporters Joseph Gerth, Joseph Lord, Patrick T. Sullivan
and Charlie White contributed to this report.

Fireworks light up the Louisville sky during Thunder over Louisville on Saturday. The display of nearly 70 tons of fireworks capped the 23rd annual Thunder over Louisville.DAVID LEE HARTLAGE/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

THUNDER ROLLS
Weather curtails
some aerial acts

IN THE COURIER-JOURNAL | SUNDAY, APRIL 22, 2012 | A11

Emma Egan, 8, grandmother Susie Egan, mom Alison Egan
and Alex Egan, 4, watch at Slugger Field. KYLENE LLOYD/THE C-J
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