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The five members of  Christian
County’s Board of  Education will deter-
mine Thursday evening whether Super-
intendent Brady Link’s contract will end
or extend into a fifth year.

In a phone interview Tuesday after-
noon, Link said he was asking the board
for one more year as opposed to a tradi-
tional four-year contract. At 64 years old,
Link said he is looking into retiring and,
at this point, isn’t ready to commit to a
full four years. However, if  the board
gives Link another year, it is possible he
will ask for more time beyond that year.

“If  it was today, I would say I would re-
tire next year,” Link said. “But that’s
next year.”

Board member Shelia Cottrell said she
wants to hire Link for another term, but
is hesitant about renewing his contract
for only one year.

“I think one of  the things that troubles
me is that he probably isn’t looking at too
many more years here,” Cottrell said.
“Do you want to keep someone with a
short-term contract or someone who
wants to be here a long time?”

As of  Tuesday afternoon, Cottrell said
she hadn’t decided how she was going to
vote, but thought Link had done “an ex-
cellent job” and that she would “like for
him to stay and continue his job that he’s
done in the past.”

If  the board does not grant Link an-
other year, his term will end June 30.
Prior to that date, an elected search com-
mittee made up of  teachers, staff  and
board representatives will start the hir-
ing process by taking applications and
conducting interviews. Ultimately, the

board will make the final hiring decision
and can call for an interim superinten-
dent if  nobody is found to fill the role.

The board is not allowed by law to dis-
cuss the rehiring of  Link outside of
Thursday’s board meeting.

Most board members said their deci-
sion would be based on a collection of
outside input and personal experience.
Board member Linda Keller said her
vote would be based on “just a combina-
tion of  all the factors involved,” but
wouldn’t specify on those factors.
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WEDNESDAY DRAWING

On the front of today’s B section, you’ll find a
wild Classifieds section. Don’t worry, your local
sports coverage starts on the back of today’s B
section.

As part of Wild Wednesdays, every Wednes-
day in February, we’ll be hiding a trivia question
in the Classifieds section. Answer every ques-

tion correctly for five Wednesdays in a row, and
you’ll be entered in a drawing to win a $100 gift
card to Wal-Mart in addition to some other
great prizes. More details about the hidden triv-
ia game are on Page B1.

Also, each Wednesday it will be free to place
all Classified ads for anything less than $1,000.

Link, 64, asks board
for one more year

Superintendent contract 
up for renewal Thursday

NEW ERA FILE PHOTOS

Brady Link (above), the last of three candidates for
school superintendent, greets forum participants
in 2008, at Christian County High School. Link
(right, center) and his assistants Rim Watson (left)
and Janie Tomek discuss the state’s audit of district
leadership March 3, during a school board meet-
ing. 

SEE SUPERINTENDENT, PAGE A7

Local workers
sought for city
hall construction

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Construction of  Hopkinsville’s new city
hall will likely require 20 to 50 workers on site
almost every day for as long as 18 months, the
project manager said.

In accordance with the city’s wishes, the
construction management company oversee-
ing the project will use local companies and
workers as much as possible: for materials,
contracting and manual labor, said the man-
ager, Richard Mitchell.

To that end, the city put on a job fair Mon-
day evening to get out the word about the bid-
ding and construction schedules. About 42
workers and company representatives came
to listen.

The workers, many of  them wearing blue
jeans and dusty boots, picked up forms after-
ward to write in their names, contact infor-
mation and relevant experience. After the
construction managers choose contractors,
they’ll encourage contractors to hire workers
who submitted their personal information,
Mitchell said.

The architects will likely finish their plans
by the end of  February and send them to an
agency in Frankfort, Mitchell said. Mitchell
expects to release bid information in April
and accept bids in May. A notice to proceed
will go out in June, he said.

SEE CITY, PAGE A12

Pendleton: Beshear to 
announce bridge repair

BY DAVE BOUCHER
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Sen. Joey Pendleton expects Gov. Steve
Beshear will announce plans today to repair,
not replace, a Kentucky bridge damaged by a
cargo ship recently. 

The Hopkinsville Democrat
said Tuesday he spoke with the
governor recently about the
plan for the Eggner’s Ferry
Bridge and it appears engi-
neers are suggesting fixing the
nearly 80-year-old bridge. 

Pendleton did not sound
very excited about the idea,
but said “We’ve got to get
something done” for people who are now
forced to drive around Kentucky Lake.

Many local and state officials have said it
was time for a new bridge after the Delta
Mariner, a 312-foot boat carry-
ing rocket parts, destroyed a
322-foot span of  the bridge.
However, Pendleton believes
Beshear’s update will not in-
clude any immediate plans for
a new bridge.

Instead, the plan will include
“drilling down” into the
riverbed to construct a new
pier that will support the new
span, Pendleton said. He thought it would be
billed as a quick fix, but admitted there was
talk it could take 18 months before the repairs
are complete.

Pendleton

Beshear

SEE GOVERNOR, PAGE A7

Governor presents Ky. gambling proposal, sponsor
BY ROGER ALFORD

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Gov. Steve
Beshear presented a plan Tuesday to
amend Kentucky's Constitution to allow
up to seven casinos to open in the state,
most of  them at horse tracks.

For years, proposals to expand gam-
bling opportunities have been debated
in Kentucky, but have never been able to
get through the House and Senate.

"We believe that we have fashioned
something that could and should and
hopefully will pass both chambers," the
Democratic governor said Tuesday.

Republican Sen. Damon Thayer of
Georgetown will sponsor legislation
that would begin the process of  amend-
ing the Constitution. If  approved by law-
makers, the proposal would be placed on

the ballot in November to be ratified or
rejected by voters.

Sen. Joey Pendleton, D-Hopkinsville,
is one of  11 sponsors of  the bill. He said
he is not personally a gambling man, but
thinks the decision should be put to Ken-
tucky voters.

“I’m tired of  dealing with it,” Pendle-
ton admitted, saying the legislature has
spent years discussing whether to put
an amendment on the ballot. 

Although there have been calls made
to Pendleton both in favor and against
gambling, very few callers have spoken
out against an amendment, he said. He
believes several more legislators will
hop on the bill as sponsors soon, adding
the governor thinks he has enough sup-
port for the bill to pass. 
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