
A Winchester man admitted
to fracturing his wife’s skull
during the summer and
agreed to serve six years in
prison for the assault.
James Beschorner, 49,

pleaded guilty to a single
count of second-degree as-
sault Thursday afternoon in
Clark Cir-
cuit
Court,
which
stemmed
from a
July 17,
2011 inci-
dent at
105
Spring-
mist
Lane.
Accord-

ing to
court documents,
Beschorner’s wife Dorothy Ab-
sher said she was asleep and
woke to find Beschorner hit-
ting her on the head.
Beschorner told police he
awoke to his wife’s screaming
and saw blood on both sides of
the bed. Police noted there
was not blood on Beschorner.
They also confiscated a base-
ball bat, which they believed
was the weapon.
A medical examination de-

termined that Absher had a
skull fracture from the inci-
dent, along with other injuries.
“I guess I beat my wife up,”

Beschorner told Clark Circuit
Judge William Clouse Thurs-
day. “I did it. I did it.”

See PLEA, A3
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KENTUCKY LEGISLATURE

James
Beschorner

Addressing Kentucky’s high rate
of students dropping out of high
school has been a concern for many
Kentucky legislators for years, and
the problem has drawn a lot of in-
terest during the current legislative
session.
Thursday, the House of Represen-

tatives approved a bill that would
increase the age at which a student
could drop out of high school to
from 16 to 18-years-old.
House Bill 216, sponsored by

Rep. Jeff Greer, D-Brandenburg,
and supported by Gov. Steve
Beshear, passed 87-10 after more
than an hour of debate. It would in-
crease the dropout age for all
school districts in phases over a
five year period, moving up to 17 by
2016 and then 18 in 2017.
The bill, similar to one that

failed last year, must still be ap-
proved in the Senate, which two
weeks ago approved its own
dropout bill. Unlike the House bill,
Senate Bill 109 would not mandate
an across-the-board raise in the
dropout age, but instead would

allow individual school districts to
choose whether or not to
raise the dropout age in
their districts.
Proponents of House

Bill 216 called it the
“right thing to do,” and
cited current Kentucky
Department of Educa-
tion statistics which
showed that in 2010,
more than 6,200 stu-
dents — 3.19 percent, of
the state’s high school
students, dropped out of
high school.They also said Ken-

tucky’s current dropout age of 16
was too young for stu-
dents to make responsi-
ble decisions.
Critics of the House

bill argued that it was an
unfunded mandate that
took away parental rights
and said statistics
showed that other states
that had increased their
dropout age had not
shown improvement in
graduation rates.
Rep. Donna Mayfield,

R-Winchester, said she supported

some type of dropout bill and
hoped that this year legislation
would get passed.
“I personally feel very strongly

about this because every statistic
that I’ve ever seen — the math
does not lie — dropouts do not do
very well. They are harming them-
selves and there is no denying it,”
Mayfield said. “Being a mother, I
know that 16-year-olds do not make
the best decisions. Kids need to
stay in school. The job market is so
competitive right now that it’s hard
enough to get a job with a college
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House approves bill to raise dropout age
By Bob Flynn
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Woman jailed after flipping car

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Clark County firefighters, from left, James Keesee, Luke Bush and battalion chief Ben Wright searched the area with a thermal imager looking for possible
victims of a one-vehicle accident near the 101 mile marker of eastbound Interstate 64 around 12:30 this morning. The driver of the vehicle, Tyler C. Har-
bour, 23, of Berea, apparently lost control of the vehicle and, according to a witness, flipped the car end over end several times. Deputy Sheriff Justin Gur-
ley found the victim walking about a half-mile from the wreck. She told Gurley there were three others with her in the vehicle. No one else was found.
Harbour was transported to Clark Regional Medical Center by Winchester Fire-EMS for treatment. She was charged with leaving the scene of an accident
and driving under the influence. 

James Mann/jmann@winchestersun.com
Strode Station Elementary School fourth
grade students from left, Johnna Brown,
Austin Pope, India Isabel and Amaya
McGuire pet Sonny Boy, a sheep owned by
Caitlyn Brown, during a event to promote
the 4-H Youth Livestock Club. 4-H leader
Roy Turley and several members of 4-H
brought their animals to the school for stu-
dents to see and pet to raise interest in the
club. See page A7 in today’s Sun for more
photos. 
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guilty plea
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assault

By Fred Petke
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Because of a change in person-
nel, the Winchester Municipal Utili-
ties Commission voted Thursday to
terminate one work order for con-
sent decree projects and approve
another in its place. 
The change will save the utility

up to $12,000.
Commissioners terminated a

work order with Tetra Tech of Lex-
ington, which has been overseeing
the development and implementa-
tion of WMU’s capacity, manage-
ment, operation and maintenance
programs, or CMOM programs.  
The CMOM programs are part of

a consent decree from the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency,
after the agency filed complaints
against Winchester and WMU for vi-
olating the Clean Water Act. WMU

has 14 CMOM programs, which in-
clude a sewer systems assessment
program, a financial and cost analy-
sis program, a spill impact water
quality monitoring program, and a
fats, oils and grease control pro-
gram.
WMU identified 27 locations with

recurring sanitary sewer overflows.
Sanitary sewer overflows, or SSOs,
are unintentional discharges of raw
sewage from municipal sanitary

sewers, according to the EPA. The
CMOM programs are required
under the consent decree to elimi-
nate these SSOs.
The termination of the work

order with Tetra Tech is effective
March 17, which is when the new
work order with Bell Engineering of
Lexington will go into effect. 
WMU General Manager Mike

Flynn said he recommended the 
See WMU, A3
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Change could net $12,000 saving for WMU
By Katie Perkowski
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