
By KIMBERLY HEFLING 
The Associated Press

HAGERSTOWN, Md. — The last straw
for 17-year-old Alton Burke was a note left on
his door. The high school dropout picked up
the phone and re-enrolled at South Hager-
stown High.

Burke missed roughly 200 days of class,
but Heather Dixon, the student intervention
specialist who left the note, never gave up on
him.

Aggressive efforts to prevent students such
as Burke from dropping out contributed to a
modest 3.5 percentage point increase national-
ly in the high school graduation rate from
2001 to 2009, according to research presented
today at the Grad Nation summit in Washing-
ton. The event was organized by the children’s
advocacy group America’s Promise Alliance
founded by former Secretary of State Colin
Powell.

The graduation rate was 75 percent in 2009,
meaning 1 in 4 students fails to get a diploma
in four years, researchers found. That’s well

below the organization’s goal of 90 percent by
2020.

Researchers found that the number of
“dropout factories,” schools that fail to gradu-
ate more than 60 percent of students on time,
had dropped by more than 450 between 2002
and 2010, but that 1,550 remain. The largest
declines in dropout fac-

tories were in the South and in suburban com-
munities. 

“Big gains are possible if you work hard at
it, and if you don’t focus on it, you’re going to
go backward,” said Robert Balfanz, a report
author and director of the Everyone Graduates
Center at the School of Education at Johns
Hopkins University.

The increase in graduation rates was pri-
marily because of growth in 12 states, with
New York and Tennessee showing double
digit gains since 2002, according to the
research. At the other end, 10 states had
declines: Arizona, Arkansas, California, Con-
necticut, New Jersey, Nebraska, New Mexico,
Nevada, Rhode Island and Utah. 

So far, only Wisconsin has met the 90 per-
cent benchmark, although Vermont is close. 

“This year’s report proves struggling
schools are not destined to fail,” said Educa-
tion Secretary Arne Duncan. “The reality is
that even one dropout factory is too many.”

The authors said there are proven strategies

By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

Richardsville Elementary School is one of three Kentucky
schools to be named a Green Ribbon School during the first year
of the national award program.

The award recognizes schools that have implemented energy-
efficient measures and use them as a teaching opportunity, said
Lisa Gross, spokeswoman for the Kentucky Department of Educa-
tion.

“It’s not just a money-saving operation, but a learning opera-
tion,” she said of the three schools receiving the award. “They
deserve to be recognized for that.”

The other Green Ribbon Schools are Rosa Parks Elementary
School in Lexington and Georgetown Middle School in George-
town. 
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Pete Rodman/Daily News
Ransom Bennett (left) of Bowling Green helps his daughter, Abigail, 3, play a violin on display Sunday from the Royal Music Company during the free
Community Day at SkyPAC. “This is our first time in,” Bennett said. “It’s amazing.”  See story, more photos, Page 3A.
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Final design plan phase for
bypass roundabout to begin
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

The state is preparing to begin the
final design of Bowling Green’s first
roundabout – on U.S. 31-W By-Pass.

The idea was conceived as a way to
improve traffic congestion where
Chestnut Street intersects U.S. 31-W.
But in what will likely be the final
design, Chestnut Street won’t empty
into the roundabout, which, as it sug-
gests, is a circle around a central point
with traffic flowing in one direction.

“But we think this will take care of
the Chestnut Street issues,” said Greg
Meredith, chief district engineer for the
Department of Highways in Bowling
Green.

Motorists turning from Chestnut
Street onto 31-W will only be able to
make a right turn.

“It’s just too dangerous to make a left
hand-turn there, especially in peak trav-
el times,” Meredith said. “But I know
people do it.”

Under the new concept, people who
actually want to turn left from Chestnut
would first turn right and then enter the
roundabout and travel all the way
around, effectively making a left.

The center of the roundabout will be
slightly north of where University
Boulevard intersects with 31-W now.
The roundabout will directly receive
and release traffic from or to 31-W,
University Boulevard and Loving Way.

“We are designing this to handle the
existing traffic and any potential
growth,” Meredith said.

About 20,000 cars a day travel
through the intersection.

Final design is expected to begin in a
couple of months and take nine months
to a year to complete. Then the state
would look to begin rights-of-way pur-
chases and utility relocation.

“We are going to have to purchase
property for this, and I expect there will
be at least one house, maybe two, that
we will have to purchase,” he said. “But
we won’t know that for sure until the

By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
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Two men working for Bankers Life
and Casualty face charges of insurance
fraud and forgery charges.

A Warren County grand jury Wednes-
day indicted Jeffery Stringer, 29, of 167
Leifert St., Monticello, Minn., and Ryan
Dudgeon, 32, 220 W. Owl St., Camp-
bellsville. They are accused of using
annuity payments without authorization
to buy additional insurance policies to
obtain fraudulent commissions, Warren
County Commonwealth’s Attorney Chris
Cohron said.

Bankers Life and Casualty is a Chica-
go-based company with an office in

Bowling Green, according to the compa-
ny website. 

Stringer is charged with four counts of
fraudulent insurance acts over $300 and
five counts of second-degree forgery,
according to Warren Circuit Court
records. Dudgeon is charged with five
counts of fraudulent insurance acts over
$300 and seven counts of second-degree
forgery, court records show.

Both men were working for Bankers

Life and Casualty, Cohron said. Howev-
er, they are accused of acting indepen-
dently of each other.

Don Petrella of the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Insurance presented the cases
against Stringer and Dudgeon to a grand
jury, court records show.

The investigation began after con-
sumer complaints were made to the com-
pany, which launched an internal investi-
gation, Cohron said. Customers exam-

ined their year-end statements, saw that
monies had been withdrawn without
their approval and called the company.
The company determined that the poli-
cies were fraudulently purchased to gen-
erate commissions, Cohron said.

Company spokeswoman Barbara
Ciesemier said the company does not
comment on ongoing investigations and
can only confirm an agent’s status with
the company. Stringer’s agent contract
was terminated May 31, 2010. Dud-
geon’s contract was terminated July 31,
2010.

Neither Dudgeon nor Stringer has
been lodged in Warren County Regional
Jail on these charges, according to online
jail records.
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Two face insurance fraud charges
The investigation began after consumer complaints
were made to the company, which launched an internal
investigation, Cohron said. Customers examined their
year-end statements, saw that monies had been withdrawn
without their approval and called the company. 

Graduation gains in U.S. modest


