
C8 MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2012      LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER  |  KENTUCKY.COM

‘Argo’ impresses in debut
Ben Affleck’s Argo failed to win the top spot at the 

box office this weekend, but the political thriller may 
have scored a victory on its path to award season.

Argo had to settle for the runner-up position 
behind Liam Neeson’s Taken 2, which ruled the multi-
plex for the second consecutive weekend and grossed 
an additional $22.5 million, according to an estimate 
from distributor 20th Century Fox. That film has now 
collected $86.8 million, or 62 percent more than the 
original Taken collected its first two weeks in 2009.

The Warner Bros. film Affleck directed and stars in, meanwhile, 
opened with $20.1 million — better than four other films’ debuts — and 
viewers rated it A+, according to market research firm CinemaScore. 
Pundits believe the film, which earned excellent reviews, has a shot at 
best picture at next year’s Academy Awards — meaning the movie now 
has a chance at becoming one of the few Oscar nominees that is also 
a commercial success.

Crowe, wife have split, report says
Russell Crowe and his wife of nine years, Danielle 

Spencer, have separated, the Sydney Morning Herald 
reported Saturday.

“The actor and his musician wife have separated, 
with Crowe throwing himself into work as a result of 
the devastating break-up,” the Australian newspaper 
reported, adding that the breakup was amicable.

Crowe, 48, is currently filming Noah in the United 
States while Spencer is at home in Sydney with 
the couple’s sons, Charles, 8, and Tennyson, 6. The 

couple first met 22 years ago on the set of the movie The Crossing.
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 Actress 
Linda Lavin is 75.  Actress-director 
Penny Marshall is 69.  Britain’s 
Duchess of York, Sarah Ferguson, 
 and chef Emeril Lagasse are 53.  

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:

Oct. 13: 
Powerball: 2-5-25-26-49 18
Jackpot: $60 million; no winner

Oct. 12: 
Mega Millions: 6-10-24-26-42 15
Jackpot: $53 million; no winner

Oct. 11: Decades of Dollars:
3-15-28-35-41-45

Oct. 14: Night: Pick 3: 6-6-5
Pick 4: 3-1-2-5
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Weekend box office
1. Taken 2, $22.5 million
2. Argo, $20.1 million.
3. Sinister, $18.3 million
4. Hotel Transylvania, $17.3 
million
5. Here Comes the Boom, $12 
million.
6. Pitch Perfect, $9.3 million.
7. Frankenweenie, $7 million
8. Looper, $6.3 million
9. Seven Psychopaths, $4.3 
million.
10. The Perks of Being a Wall-
flower, $2.2 million.

SOURCE: HOLLYWOOD.COM

After skin cancer, breast 
cancer is the most  common 
form of cancer among 
women. The greatest risk 
factors for developing breast 
cancer are being female and 
increasing age. 

Breast cancer is rare in 
women younger than 30. By 
your 70s, the risk approaches 
1 in 8. But there are women 
who are at increased risk for 
breast cancer.

The risk of breast cancer 
can be determined by several 
methods. Most involve  asking 
questions about personal 
and family history. This 
 information can be plugged 
into one of several models to 
determine breast-cancer risk. 
If your primary  physician 
does not provide a risk 
 assessment service, most 
major medical centers have 
genetic counselors on staff to 
whom you can be referred. 

A routine annual screen-
ing mammography is 
sufficient if your risk of 
developing breast cancer is 
determined to be 15 percent 
or less (the average patient). 
If your risk is 20 percent or 
greater, you are considered 
at high risk for develop-

ing breast cancer. These 
patients should  undergo 
annual screening breast 
MRI in  combination with 
 mammography. These tests 
can be performed together 
once a year or  separately at 
six-month intervals.

Women in the high-risk 
category include those with a 
known BRCA gene  mutation 
(a first-degree relative with 
a mutation), those with a 
very strong family history 
of breast cancer, and those 
who received chest-radiation 
therapy when they were 
younger than 30.

Women whose risk of 
developing breast cancer 

falls between 15 percent and 
20 percent should discuss 
their screening options with 
their physician because they 
also might benefit from 
the  addition of an annual 
 screening MRI. Women in 
this category might include 
those with a personal history 
of breast cancer and those 
with a previous breast biopsy 
with certain results.

Finally, if you have a first-
degree relative with breast 
cancer it is recommended 
that you begin annual 

 screening mammography 
10 years younger than your 
 relative’s age at diagnosis. 
Most do not recommend 
screening before age 25. 

Every woman’s personal 
risk for developing breast 
 cancer is different. It is 
important to note that more 
than 60 percent of breast 
cancers occur in women with 
no family history. All women 
are at some risk. If you are 
concerned that you might be 
at increased risk, talk to your 
doctor about your options.

Some women at greater risk  
of breast cancer than others are
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Dr. Francie Masters is a breast 
radiologist with Central Baptist 
Hospital Breast Imaging Services.

More expert advice 
columns available at 
BluegrassMoms.com
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Those determined to have an
increased risk of breast cancer

may need types of screenings that
would be not be appropriate for
someone at low or average risk.


