
Circus story glossed 
over abuse of animals, 

cited even by USDA
It’s disappointing but not surprising to 

read reporter Mary Meehan champion the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus 
in the matter of how elephants are treated 
(“A brouhaha at the Big Top,” Sept. 7).

 She writes as if the silly people who op-
pose animal cruelty only claim that the cir-
cus animals are abused. Just their opinion.

I must assume she had better things to 
do than to actually watch the undercover 
videos that show how cruelly the animals 
are treated when the public is not around. 
Just the silly opinion of animal welfare 
groups. 

I do have to wonder why she left out the 
part about the Ringling circus being fined 
$270,000 for animal abuse acts. Those 
pesky undercover videos. Just helping Rupp 
Arena bring in those ticket-buying humans. 
As long as the profits roll in, let the abuse 
continue. 

Fined by whom? The Department of 
Agriculture, the federal regulating agency,  
certainly no friend of animal welfare 
groups. When presented with such over-
whelming evidence, they had no other 
course.

Oh, right, when does the Herald-Leader 
pay attention to evidence?

Dan Anglin
Lexington

Time for coaching change
Western Kentucky? That game showed fans 

of the University of Kentucky football team you 
get what you pay for. The program has not tak-
en a step forward since Joker Phillips took over 
and now a loss to another in-state program. 

It is time for the powers that be to realize 
that Kentucky might win one more football 
game this year and start auditioning Randy 
Sanders as the next head coach or, at a mini-
mum, someone who will revitalize the players 
to play to their potential. 

Phillips is bringing the program down to a 
level that existed before the Rich Brooks era 
and shows no signs of going forward. He was 
simply outcoached last week, plain and simple. 

With all the trials and tribulations Kentucky 
fans have endured, they deserve someone who 
is going to put a team worth watching on the 
field. It is no wonder I took my two sons and 
five kids to the Kent State game and acquired 
seven tickets for a total of $30. 

Wake up, Kentucky fans. It’s not going to 
get any better with Joker at the helm of our 
program.

Tony Phelps
Frankfort

Popcorn for the future
It’s so much more than popcorn.
The Blue Grass Council, Boy Scouts of 

America is launching its annual sale, and 
scouts will be out selling popcorn and batter-
ies. This is an opportunity for scouts to earn 
money to support their adventures, whether 
that is going to camp, completing community 
service projects or participating in educational 
field trips.

Seventy percent of all proceeds from the 

sale support local scouts. However, this is much 
more than a fund-raiser. This is an opportunity 
for our scouts to learn critical skills and develop 
confidence that will serve them and our com-
munity for the rest of their lives. Goal setting, 
planning, budgeting, marketing, salesmanship 
and public speaking are all skill sets they will 
get with this opportunity.

Your engagement with them is helping pre-
pare our next generation for school, for careers 
and for life.

So, when you see scouts selling popcorn, 
remember this is much more than a delicious 
snack. You can support their adventures and 
prepare young people for the future by purchas-
ing popcorn and batteries.

Phillip Blankenship
Council Popcorn Kernel

Blue Grass Council, Boy Scouts of America

Raise taxes
Thirty years ago Republicans introduced 

the myth of supply-side economics, aka bor-
row and spend. In the last 30 years have the 
Republicans reduced spending? No. Balanced 
the budget once? No. Avoided any recessions? 
No. Achieved a rapidly expanding GNP? No. 
Created a capitalist utopia? No. Disastrously 
increased the national debt and ensuing interest 
payments? Yes.

The Republicans have doubled down five 
times with huge tax cuts for the wealthy and 
are asking for a sixth chance if elected to power 
to soak the middle class. The wealthiest 10 
percent own more of everything than in the 
last 100 years. Earnings for the 90 percent have 
stagnated for 30 years despite huge increases in 
productivity. The middle class lost 40 percent of 
its wealth during the Great Recession, clawed 
back by the wealthy. The Republicans want to 

balance the budget on the backs of the belea-
guered middle class.

America needs to return to a successful high 
tax-rate policy like the 1950s. I would suggest 
dedicated surcharge taxes upon the income of 
the 10 percent of wealthiest taxpayers and a 10 
percent minimum alternative tax on the income 
of profitable corporations.

All previous empires have eventually per-
ished when the wealthy have been able to avoid 
paying an adequate share of taxes. Can Amer-
ica’s death spiral be avoided? Only if we leave 
the lie of the dark side of supply side behind 
and make the needed life-giving investments in 
Social Security, infrastructure and education.

Allen T. Kelley
Lexington

   Lessons of 9/11
In regards to Sept. 11, 2001, we have 

that saying, “We will never forget.” And we 
won’t. We will never forget the tragedy of 
that day. The thousands of lives lost, the 
physical, emotional and mental devastation; 
and the changes to the world that followed. 

But let us also remember something else: 
We are not invincible. We are not unshak-
able. We are not immovable. 

We are like that cloud of dust that spread 
as the towers collapsed. Like a mist, a vapor, 
here for a brief blink of an eye and then 
gone onto whatever you you may believe or 
may be true. Give thanks if you find that 
like that dust, you have settled for a time, 
leaving your mark on the world. We are 
vanishing. Here today, gone tomorrow. We 
will never forget.

Joel Leet
Lexington
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