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EDITORIALS

Paul Semonin plans big trouble
for Eastwood and Middletown

This is another of our warnings
to the people of Eastwood and
Middletown: get off your televisi-

on-deadened behinds and
look at what the Paul Semonin
Company is trying to do to you.

That company is trying to build
what may become Kentucky's
largest apartment development
on rural land between those two
communities. Fieldstone, as it
will be called, is proposed to
contain enough commercially-zone- d

land to satisfy the needs
of a city of 13,000 persons,
although only slightly more than
4,000 are expected to live there.
With a proposal as large as

this 417 acres and 1,890
apartment units -- - one would
think the people of the area
would be concerned. If they are,
they have been very quiet; only
a handful of area residents at-

tended the Planning Commis-
sion hearing last week and they
were poorly prepared.
The problem with Fieldstone is

not so much its large size as
its distant location, its inade-
quate sewage treatment and its
commercial zoning.

The location was of course the
choice of the developer. He went
where he could find cheap land,
near a creek into which he could
dump sewage plant effluent, and
near interstate highways which
will attract two-c- ar commuter
families.

The location is, however,
another example of leap-
frogging development which all
planners know creates head-
aches for government. When de-

velopment occurs too far ahead
of services, the costs of police,
fire, transportation and other

ted services is
higher than usual. This sort
of development will insure the

For an hour or so there last
week, the possibility existed of
an early be-

tween this newspaper and the
administration of St. Matthews
Mayor Bernard F. Bowling.
Judge Marvin Sternberg's
judgement had been filed giving
the paper and public general ac-

cess to records of its own
government. Mayor Bowling
might have swallowed hard and
accepted the judgement of the
court.

Had he done so, reporters for
this newspaper would have re-
turned to their task of report-
ing city affairs to the people
as they always have tried to
do, carefully and responsibly
basing their articles on offi-
cial records.
Had he done so, he would

have defused what is likely to
be a big issue in the 1975 city
election: secrecy at City Hall.
This secrecy is one of the key
reasons why last fall 42.5 per-
cent of the voters went against
the mayor's wishes and voted
for candidates promising open-
ness.

Had he done so, he would
have saved the taxpayers a most
ironic expense; what many fail
to reaHp 1 that Mayor Rowl-

ing is spending the public's
money to prevent the public from
looking at the records of their
own government.

But the mayor will not accept
Judge Sternberg's decision. He
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continued failure of mass
transit and our continued de-

pendence on private cars.
Fieldstone will require its own

package sewage treatment
plant. While no developer ever
admits causing pollution, no ex-

perienced observer can avoid
the prediction that Floyds Fork
may well become a Semonin
sewer.
This county should enact a flat

ban on developments which are
not connected to permanent
sewage facilities providing at
least secondary treatment. De-

velopers such as Semonin are
frightened to death of that idea,
saying it would stop progress.
It would not stop progress, but
it certainly would bring It under
control, and that's exactly what
we need.

The most negative aspect of
Fieldstone is the attempt to
grab 20 acres of land for C- -l

commercial use. No more than
eight acres of such land would
really be needed to serve the
proposed community. The rest
obviously would be used to make
quick profits for the Paul
Semonin Company, profits
which would keep the investors
pacified until apartment rents
begin to flow regularly. In the
process it will produce more
strip zoning to uglify Shelby-vil- le

Road.
This amount of commercial

land is enough, when developed,
to drain off a substantial part
of the business which now is
going to Middletown. Middle-tow- n

merchants, about half of
whom now enjoy only a marginal
existence, ought to be fighting
the Fieldstone plan tooth and
nail, since it will be damaging
to their own economic future.
Finally, Fieldstone's business

area is in obvious conflict with

Hot air on 'public' records

rapprochement

says he will appeal to the Ken-

tucky Court of Appeals.
In statements made to cooper-

ative reporters for other news-
papers, Mayor Bowling claims
the Circuit Court's decision, if
allowed to stand, would require
awesome labors by city em-

ployes who would be needed to
serve newsmen with unreason-
able demands to see records.
He complains that newsmen
would irresponsibly punish
things which are none of the
public's business, such as ar-

rest records or tax records.
These claims are false and

deceptive.
At present, reporters for this

newspaper enjoy unrestricted
access to most of the records
of most of the governments of
Jefferson County. In the fourth-cla- ss

City of Jeffersontown,
directly comparable to St. Mat-
thews, this certainly is the
case. Yet ln none of these other
jurisdictions do our reporters
create any burden whatsoever
for city officials. No official
of any other city has been
troubled by our record-checkin- g.

They may not always love
what we publish, but they rec-
ognize the role of a free press
in our society and they know
we try to operate in the pub-
lic interest.
But not in St. Matthews. Here

Mayor Bowling sees this news-
paper as agent of the devil.
And now he is trying to scare
people into thinking we will
disrupt St. Matthews govern-
ment by inspecting its records.
He fantasizes about irrespon-
sible behavior which has not
and will not occur.
Many people, no doubt, be-

lieve him. How can one dis-
agree with a man who has given
so much to his city?
Well, the most obvious proof

that Mayor Bowling is full of
hot air on this issue is the
simple fact that none of his
fears has been realized where
we already have access to the
kind of records he keeps

the Comprehensive Land Use
Plan. The plan provides for a
commercial neighborhood node
in Eastwood, where ample land
for that already is zoned com-
mercial. Anyone in hopes for
the natural development of
Eastwood as a small com-
mercial area can kiss those
hopes goodbye if Fieldstone is
approved. And Fiscal Court can
look for an immediate lawsuit
if it seeks to rezone Eastwood's
commercial land for residential
use.

The question is whether Mid-
dletown and Eastwood will sit
by while the Paul Semonin Com-
pany pulls off the slickest and
most questionable local de-
velopment coup of the 1970s.

Dear Editor:
An article in the Feb. 21

Voice insinuated that a hall-
way scuffle "between about a
dozen black and white male
students" at Eastern High
School was the result of racial
problems; that the racial prob-
lem arose from alleged re-

marks supposedly made by bas-
ketball coach William Kercher
to another faculty member. Nei-

ther Mr. Kercher nor the fac-u- ly

member to whom he spoke
was quoted.
The article seems to be an

the
Dear Editor:
I would like to comment on

your editorial of February 7,
concerning busing is a neces-
sary evil. I think it is one
of the best, fairest, most factual
articles 1 have read in the past
few weeks concerning the situa-
tion of integrated schools. I
fully agree.

I am not pro-busi- ng, but am
for equal opportunity, equal
quality education, and right now
see busing as a necessary evil
to help achieve this. With all
the protesting to busing (which
is just a very small part of
working toward integrated qual-
ity schools), I am afraid some

Student aim:
Dear Editor:
I think we should all stand

up and be counted in favor of
Mr. Sexton.

It is far too easy for all parents
to view their offspring through
rose-color- ed glasses and often
impossible to see them through
the eyes of others.

When boys and girls are thrust
into high school grades because
of their chronological age and
their behavior patterns indicate
that disciplined training is lack-
ing, then extra doses of train-
ing are required, creating al-

most certainly resentment on
the part of the trainee and par-
ent alike.

Fortunately in most cases re-
sentments can be reduced to a
level where the educational pro-
cess is allowed to continue.
There are, however, those left
to deal with, whose aim in life
seems to be the total disruption
of any class they are assigned
to, making it impossible for
others to teach or to learn.
These are the ones who bring
down on themselves the suspen-
sions and expulsions, and the
wrath of their parents on our
Mr. Sextons.

I for one feel that our schools
should turn out people who do
not sound as though they
learned to read from Burma
Shave ads and bumper stickers,
and can add or subtract two
from two without having the
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LETTERS: Eastern teachers defend Kercher

Liked busing editorial
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indictment of Coach Kercher,
the Eastern faculty, and student
body. It is questionable journa-
lism at best to prevent such a
one-sid- ed viewpoint. A careful
investigation of all the facts
should have been made. This
would have revealed the fol-

lowing:
1. The scuffle started, between

one black student and one white
student and two other stu-
dents one black and one
white -- - became involved be-

fore it was stopped (A total
of four participants).

are not taking the proper at-

titude and also wasting valuable
time.

Why not work toward getting
our community moving? Our
children will be making changes
and adjustments in their new
experience.
Let's see it happen with our

proper attitudes which we daily
share with them. We have an
opportunity now to do our part
in achieving equality for all or
we can again stop the process
that needs to occur.

Mary Fischer
10120 Foxboro Drive
Anchorage

description
same answer for both computa-
tions.
Rebellion if we must have it is

acceptable, but not until such
time as we have learned what it
is we are rebelling against.

I feel that Mr. Sexton deserves
the congratulations of all for
having taken an unpopular po-

sition and done his thing.
In a postscriptive mood, I feel

that with disciplined thinking
most of our young people will
turn out to be not perhaps what
their parents expected but con-

siderably better.
F. G. Bentley
9708 Old Six Mile Lane

About letters
We really want your letters.

To insure timely publication, we

have two bits of advice. First, ar-

range for them to arrive no later than
Monday morning of the week you
want it published. Do not trust the
mails to deliver your letter in one or
two days. They sometimes fail. We

have a mail slot in our office door
for 24-ho- delivery and urge you

to use it.
Second, we do not normally pub-

lish anonymous letters, form letters
or copies of letters written to other
media.

Letters must be signed with the
name and address of the writer.
Names of writers will be withheld
only in unusual circumstances after
consultation with the editor. Letters
are subject to editing to avoid libel

or to fit our limited space.
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2. Coach Kercher denies any
of the alleged remarks attri-
buted to him.
3. Coach Kercher is a proven

loyal and proud supporter of
Eastern High School. School
spirit and pride, a winning team,
and loyal support of the student
body are extremely important
to him and for these reasons
he has little patience with dis-

sidents, white or black.
4. Mr. Kercher has an out-

standing record of obtaining
college scholarships for his
athletes, black and white.
5. Racial unrest does not exist

with an overwhelming majority
of Eastern students. As with all
of society, discord does occur
from time to time; however,
both students and faculty are
constantly working toward
greater harmony.
Perhaps the most alarming as-

pect of the article was the quot-
ing of an unnamed parent who
felt that Mr. Kercher should
possibly be transferred or dis-
missed and that a mandatory
sensitivity program be required
for Eastern's faculty. The news
article would lead one to believe
that a singular opinion, such as
this parent's, represented the
community when in reality evi-
dence does not support this
opinion.
Further, the opinion that a

sensitivity program be manda

Dear Editor:
The Voice-Jefferson- ian has a

responsibility to its readers to
write factual editorials; con-
clusions should be based on
facts. Neither of these attri-
butes was evidenced in your
editorial on January 31, 1974
concerning Mr. Sexton, Assis-
tant Principal at High
School.
First of all Mr. Sexton was

not a member of the panel.
Secondly, you judged Mr. Sex-
ton without visiting High
School and assessing the prob-
lems of being in charge of
discipline of 2,400 students.
I could not help wondering how
many lives would be ruined if
there were no discipline. I also
felt that the editorial was
written with a predrawn con-
clusion and obvious sensation-
alism to sell your papers.

I have known Mr. Sexton as a
student, teacher, counselor, and
administrator. He is one of the
most competent and fairminded
men I have had the privilege
of knowing.

Cooper Boldrick
18 Churchill Park

Dear Editor:
After having read the opinions

of a few parents and other in
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tory requires some thought. It
is true that a sensitivity pro-
gram can be worthwhile and
that such a program can bene-
fit many people. A fuller,
richer understanding of young
people is always desirable.
Surely no one would quarrel with
the idea of a "sensitivity pro-
gram."

The point of concern is the
underlying insinuation that all
teachers at Eastern are insen-
sitive to the feelings of minor-
ity young people. Hopefully this
was not the intention of the
original comment quoted ln the
paper. Those of us directly
associated with Eastern are
very proud of the efforts and
contributions that so many of
the teachers at Eastern have
made ln an endeavor to under-
stand and educate young people
of all races.
Through the efforts of faculty

and community, the efforts of
students and student organiza-
tions such as the "Human Re-
lations Club" and "Students to
Promote Better Relations
Club," Eastern will continue
to serve our community as a
top-qual- ity high school.

Thomas E. Morgan
Assistant Principal

W. Rodman Tabb,
Senior High Counselor
Eastern High School

terested parties regarding dis-
cipline at Jeffersontown High
School, I would like to express
an opinion of parents who have
three teenage sons attending
classes at Jeffersontown High
School.

We are pleased to acknowledge
our respect for the school prin-
cipal and his most capable as-
sistant.
Mr. Howard Hardin, Mr.

James Sexton, and the entire
administrative staff at Jeffer-
sontown High are people who
happen to be interested in the
students' welfare. This being
true would indicate they would
have to exercise some course
of discipline if and when neces-
sary.

We, as parents, had the
responsibility of choosing a high
school for our sons. They, as
some of their former class-
mates, could have attended
Saint Xavier or Trinity High
Schools, but we chose for these
young students to attend a high
school in their own community
as we were and are still very
much impressed with the dedi-
cation of the principals, teach-
ers and the entire staff.

Joseph C. Burch
9606 Camille Rd.
Jeffersontown

Writers support Mr. Sexton


