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ON THE PROWL

A community forum titled
“Open Government: Access-
ing Public Records and 
Meetings” will be at 6 p.m.
Tuesday at the Hopkinsville
regional campus of Murray
State University.

The forum is for anyone
who wants to learn more
about the Kentucky Open
Meetings and Open Records
Laws. Al Cross, director of 

the Institute
for Rural
Journalism
and Com-
munity Is-
sues and a
political
writer for
The Courier-
Journal
newspaper, will be the
keynote speaker.

Other speakers will include
New Era’s Opinion Editor 
Jennifer P. Brown and 
Nick Tabor, a New Era staff
writer.

People who attend the
forum will learn how to file
requests for information 
from local and state agencies
and how to watch for possi-
ble violations of open meet-
ings laws. 

Open government forum Tuesday

Cross

Lady Tigers advance to state quarterfinals  
SPORTS B1

BY BRUCE SCHREINER
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kentucky awarded a $7
million emergency contract
Thursday to repair a dam-
aged bridge
spanning a
key traffic
artery in
the state’s
p o p u l a r
w e s t e r n
lakes region
and set a
timetable to
finish work
before the summer tourism
season.
Gov. Steve Beshear said

the plan is to reopen the
stricken Eggners Ferry
Bridge over Kentucky Lake
by Memorial Day weekend.
The bridge has been closed
since a cargo ship tore off  a
322-foot section of  the 80-
year-old bridge on Jan. 26.
The repairs will take less

time and cost considerably
less than officials had ex-
pected, the governor said.
“This will help save the

crucial summer tourism

Ky. awards
contract 
for repairs

EGGNERS FERRY BRIDGE

Beshear

SEE BRIDGE, PAGE A9

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

Four fire departments re-
sponded to a fire on Main Street
in downtown Cadiz early Thurs-
day morning.
The fire burned apartments

over the Rabbit Hole, a local
restaurant, and Impressions
Hair Salon.
All the occupants of  the apart-

ments were able to escape the
fire uninjured, said Kerry
Fowler, Cadiz fire chief.
Smoke covered the road and

fire trucks as the chief  yelled for
them all to get out of  the build-
ing.
“We thought maybe one of  the

outside walls had moved just a
little bit because the weight of
the water on the ... floor,” Fowler
said.
The cause of  the fire is still

under investigation, he said.
“I have notified the state fire

marshal’s office; they will be
sending someone soon,” Fowler
said. 

Fire guts building in Cadiz 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Delta Mariner is idle at Eggners Ferry Bridge with two destroyed
spans of the bridge draped over her bow Jan. 27 on Kentucky Lake near
Golden Pond. 

JOHN GODSEY | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Firefighters watch early Thursday morning as two men stand on a lift and shoot water onto the
roof of a Cadiz building.

No one injured;
cause unknown
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On the Web:
To hear Beshear’s announcement, go
online to kentuckynewera.com

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

In a January survey, about 892 Christian County resi-
dents — 53 percent of  those who participated — said
they would use public transportation if  it were widely
available.
Another 488, or 29 percent, either said they were un-

sure or said it depended on some factor.
In response, authorities from the city

of  Hopkinsville and Pennyrile Allied
Community Services are looking for a
way to acquire two new buses of  12 to 15
seats. Both would be handicap-accessi-
ble.
If  PACS receives two grants to buy the

buses, which cost $45,000 each, Mayor
Dan Kemp will ask Hopkinsville City
Council to pay the operating costs, said
City Administrator Glenn Abee. It would amount to
$95,600 a year for insurance, drivers, gas and mainte-
nance, according to an announcement from the Chris-
tian County Cares 2015 committee.

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

District report cards
recently posted on the
Kentucky Department
of  Education website
show that many of  the
15 schools in Christian
County are above the
state average in No
Child Left Behind
progress goals. 
And while many

Christian County
schools improved their
report cards from the
2009-10 school year, most
elementary schools
scored well above the
state average in all sub-
ject areas tested — not
just the NCLB required

topics of  reading and
math — helping boost
the district’s overall av-
erages. This same trend
can be seen in other
counties as well.
The report outlines

adequate yearly
progress on NCLB

CCPS report shows growth
Some county schools behind state averages

On the Web:
For PDFs of the local district, middle
and high school report cards, visit
www.kentuckynewera.com.
A web link will also be provided 
to Kentucky Department of 
Education’s website where the 
elementary schools’ report cards
can be found.

SEE CCPS, PAGE A9

Report: Kentucky near bottom
in jobs created with stimulus

Poll: Most locals want public transportation

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

Smart Growth Amer-
ica, a coalition of  ad-
vocacy groups,
collected con-
g r e s s i o n a l
data last year
on the ways
every state
spent trans-
p o r t a t i o n
funds from the
2009 Obama
stimulus package.
The states that created
the most jobs spent their
funds on public trans-
portation and projects to
maintain existing roads
and bridges, the study
found. States that cre-

ated the fewest jobs
spent money building
new roads and bridges.

Kentucky spent
most of  its
funds on new
roads and
bridges. It
r a n k e d
among the
bottom five
in terms of
average jobs

created per dol-
lar spent, accord-

ing to the report.
Public transportation

tends to reduce gasoline
usage, which saves con-
sumers money and

In 2010, 
Americans took 
10.2 billion trips 

on public 
transportation.

SEE REPORT, PAGE A3

Abee

View the transportation survey at kentuckynewera.com.

SEE POLL, PAGE A3


