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By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

RACELANDGrace United Methodist Church
has broken ground on a new outreach proj-
ect: community gardens. 
The church turned over 2.5 acres of  its

property, which will be sown with seeds
members will grow into vegetables to help
feed the hungry in the community. Garden
plots will also be rented for a small fee to
those who want to do their own gardening,
and part of  the land will be cultivated by
prisoners at the Greenup County Detention
Center.
Church members Mike and Melissa Gae-

bler are helping to manage the project. The
couple, who live in an apartment building,
said they are eager to plant their own garden
and are excited about what the land could
provide to the community.  
“The idea just kind of materialized out of
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By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

ASHLANDA two-day conference on child
abuse prevention this week will explore the
topic from multiple perspectives: mental
health, law enforcement, social services,
faith-based, child care providers, school re-
source providers, family and foster parents.
The “Breaking the Chain” conference

will be Thursday and Friday at Ashland
Community and Technical College. It will
be from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. both days.
The number of abuse incidents reported
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SUMMIT Don’t call them
ambulance drivers.
Emergency medical work-

ers perform highly technical,
and sometimes life-saving,
tasks that go far beyond sim-
ply operating a van with
flashing lights.
A new program at Ashland

Community and Technical
College will give more of them
the credibility they need, along
with even more in-depth med-
ical know-how that will help

them save even more lives.
The 24-month paramedic

program enrolls its first stu-
dents this fall and when they
graduate they will have asso-
ciate degrees indicating they
are true medical profession-
als.

A national trend to require
paramedics to have degrees
has not reached Kentucky
yet, but appears to be on the
way, said Marty Johnson,
EMS coordinator for State
Fire Rescue Training Area 10.
Johnson talked about the

program Tuesday during an
open house for ACTC’s
fire/rescue science technolo-
gy department.
ACTC is the fourth of  the

Kentucky Community and
Technical College System col-
leges to offer the degree pro-
gram and at least two more
are in the works.
It has a paramedic program

but currently does not offer a
degree. The new program will
have a stiffer curriculum and
more general education re-

Paramedic degree program
set for fall opening at ACTC

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND A man from Detroit
and a woman from Flatwoods
were sentenced to federal prison
terms Monday for dealing drugs

out of  a Greenup County hotel
nearly a year ago.
Jordan E. Williams, 22, and Am-

ber N. Hutchinson, 24, were sen-
tenced to 37 months and 30
months, respectively by U.S. Dis-
trict judge David L. Bunning.

Both defendants pleaded guilty
to conspiracy to distribute pills
containing oxycodone. Under the
terms of  their plea agreements,
two additional charges, possession
with intent to distribute oxy-
codone and conspiracy to possess

a firearm during a drug-trafficking
crime, were dismissed at the gov-
ernment’s request.
The charges stemmed from a

bust on May 24 of last year by the
FADE Task Force. According to
court records, FADE detectives

learned from an informant that
Hutchinson had rented a room in
the Best Western hotel in Rusell
and was selling drugs out of it. The
informant told detectives Hutchin-

A landscaping crew has been working on the clock
at the Governor’s Mansion in Frankfort this week.
The plan is to plant flowers sometime this week

after mulching over the clockface.
Photos by John Flavell / For The Independent
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ABOVE: The landscaping crew spreads dirt and cyprus mulch over the Floral Clock. TOP: MIke Vickers, top, and Shawn HIggins
load dirt into buckets at the site.

2.5 acres to be
sown in Greenup

SeeGARDEN / Page A12

SeeABUSE / Page A12

SeeDRUGS / Page A12

“EMT is still a new thing compared to
nursing. A lot of people don’t know

what we do. They think we just haul
people around, but we’re almost like
doctors in a mobile environment.”
Dave Boyd, EMT with Boyd County service
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Pair sentenced in drug case
Detroit man, Flatwoods woman were selling out of Greenup hotel
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