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4-- H CLUB MEMBERS ATTEND RALLY AND FAIR--Letch- er County 4-- H Club members recently at-

tended Area Achievement Day at Hyden. They are left ro right) Jouce Sue Profitt, blue ribbon
and area champion in foods; Felccla Cook, blue ribbon and area champion in money management;
Jackie Sexton, blue ribbon and area champion' in rabbit project; Judy Ncase, blue ribbon and area
champion in grooming; Mrs. Shirley Sexton, Colson, leader; Kay Collins, red ribbon in foods, and
Debbie Thomas, blue ribbon in grooming. Carolyn Gibson, not pictured, won a blue ribbon In foods.
Alice Ann Bradley, extension agent, also attended.-- Di?na Ott, left in picture at right, and Judy
Neasc went to the state fair as area winners in their projects. Judy won a red ribbon in her speech,
"Dang, Smoke at your Own Risk, " and Diana gave a demonstration on grafting.

More food stamps requested
The federal government's food

stamp program for low-- income
families is a good program but
does not go far enough, a parade
of witnesses told a panel investi-
gating hunger in the mountains
at a hearing in Hazard Tuesday.

Most witnesses said their fam-
ilies cannot purchase enough
food to last an entire month with
the food stamps they receive.'
The last week and a half of any
month finds most food-sta-

families with empty pantries,
the witnesses indicated.

New school out?
The City of Whitesburg Urban

Renewal Commission gave up
this week on a lohg series of at-
tempts to persuade the Letcher
County Board of Education to
build a new grade school on the
old showground property in the
West Whitesburg urban rnnewal
area.

Don Brown, the commission's
executive director, said the
commission will request a zon-
ing change permitting the show-
grounds to be used for light in-

dustry. A tract of land In the
urban renewal area originally
set aside for a shopping center
will be used instead for a site
for 32 new low-re- nt public
housing units if a zoning change
is approved there also, Brown
said.

Brown said the commission is
disappointed at failure of the
school board to issue a letter
saying it plans to use the show-
grounds as an elementary school
site. The board's failure will
cost the city $100, 000 in cred-
its toward the cost of the urban
renewal project , Brown said,
and the change of use planned
for the other tract is an effort
to regain some of that credit.

The board's refusal to make
a definite commitment for use
of the school site has delayed
the urban renewal project for
as long as the commission can
wait, Brown indicated. Original
plans called for completion of
the renewal work two years ago.

Brown said the urban renewal
commission had asked him to in-
form the school board that the
land will no longer be available
to it after the zoning change Is

made. He said the commission
hoped parents and teachers and
other interested citizens might
prevail on the school board to
change its mind and accept the
site.

The matter has not come up
for discussion at a formal achool
board meeting, and Whitesburg
parents were under the impres-
sion the board still planned to
make use of the showgrounds
property, which has been con-
sidered the onjy suitable school

About 150 neonle attended the
hearing, held at the Allais Un-
ion Hall and sponsored by the
Citizens Crusade Against Pover-
ty. Most of the witnesses were
present or former welfare recip-
ients.

The witnesses generally agreed
that if they did not receive help
from their families or neighbors
they would not be able to get

Some said they had to "borrow"
the money each month to buy
food stamps, and several report- -

site in Whitesburg for the past
10 years.

The State Division of Buildings
and Grounds of the Department .

of Education recently inspected
the urban renewal property and
said it was not suitabl e for a
school site. Several times pre-
viously the same division had ap-
proved the site for a new school,
and the Urban Rnnewal Commis-
sion has letters ftom former su-

perintendents of schools commit-
ting the board to use the land.
A letter ftom former Supt, San-fo- rd

Adams was an integral part
of the clty.'s original application
for urban renewal funds.

After the recent state inspection
commission members went to
Frankfort and requested a recon-
sideration, but they have received
no further word. State officials
also recently conducted a new
facilities survey for all of Letcher
County, but results of that have
not been made public.

Informed sources said the board .

of Education will have some mon-
ey to apply toward a new building
next year. Current sentiment of
board members is to put new
buildings at Kingdom Come and
Roxana before building a new el-

ementary school at Whitesburg,
the sources said.

A previous state survey recom-
mended new elementary schools
in both west and east Whitesburg.

Construction of a new grade
school building in Whitesburg
was planned 11 years ago but
was delayed by the emergencies
of a fire at Fleming-Neo- n High
School and the closing of the
old Stuart Robinson school. Since
then the school board has built
new grade schools at Colson,
Cowan,. ' Campbell's Branch
and Kona and an addition to the
grade school at Eolia. The en-

rollment at Whitesburg Elemen-
tary School usually Is more than
twice that of any other grade
school in the county.

The Whitesburg enrollment Is
expected to Increase sharply as
the result of anticipated con-
struction of at least 250 new
homes in town In the next five
years.

ed food stamps as their only in
come.

Some witnesses complained that
the price of food In supermarkets
goes up at the first of each month
when food stamps are issued an d
then drops in mid-mon- th after the
stamps are spent.

One mother said she didn't see
why the rules were set up so she
could buy soda pop and candy for
her children with food stamps but
could not buy the soap and brooms
and mops and other supplies nec-
essary to. keep her home and fam-

ily clean.
The witnesses indicated their

families get very little meat to
eat. One father in a family of
six said his family never gets
fresh milk and has very little
meat--ju- st salt bocon and bo-

logna at the first of th? month.
He pays $3 monthly for food
stamps worth $70. (The price
of the stamps went down from
$12 to $3 just the month as the
result of an Investigation Into
hunger In Mississippi conducted
by a group of doctors, some of
whom are members of the pan- -
el which held the Hazard hear-
ing. ) He said he figured the
family could eat adequately
if It received about $125 worth

(Continued on Page 10)

AVs seek hearing
on 0E0 withdrawal

The Appalachian Volunteers to-
day asked the Office of Economic
Opportunity for a "full public
hearing" on OEO's decision to
withdraw federal funds from the
AV program in Kentucky as of
Sept. 1.

In a telegram to OEO Director
Sargent Shriver, Milton Ogle,
director of the Appalachian
Volunteers, asked that a hear-
ing be held not later thanSept.
22 in Kentucky. Ogle said' At-t- y.

Harry M. Caudill of Whites-
burg would represent the AVs at
the hearing.

He also requested that OEO de-
lay its planned withdrawal of
funds until after the hearing is
held.

Ogle asked that provisions be
made for Eastern Kentucky resi-
dents with whom the AVs have
been working to testify at the
hearing.

Ogle cited provisions of the
federal regulations governing
termination of any OEO program
and asked that the hearing be
held In accordance with them.

Ogle pointed out that the reg-

ulations specifically state that
no OEO program may be termi-
nated without a hearing, unless
the grant recipient chooses to
waive the right to a hearing,
or unless the issues in dispute
are resolved informally before
the date of the hearing.

Shriver and Kentucky Gover-
nor Edward T. Breathitt joint-
ly announced last Friday that
the OEO would cease to sup-
port AV operations In Kentucky
as of Sept. 1. Ereathitt said he
had requested the cutoff because
numerous community action

workers had complained
that AVs had refused to

with them in the War on
Poverty.

Ogle said AV" still has not re-

ceived formal word from OEO
that its support will cease. AV
staff members announced they
will stay in Kentucky witf or
without federal support.

Today more than half the
community action directors In
the state signed a telegram to

Shriver protesting the manner
in which OEO support was with-
drawn. There had been no
previous warnjng that funds iycre
likely to be cut off, and In June
OEO had financed AVs for an en-
tire new year of operations.

Breathitt's surprise announce-
ment came a week after the ar-

rest of Joseph Mulloy, an AV
field worker in Pike County, on
charges of sedition. Mulloy's
case will be considered by the
Pike County grand jury in Sep-
tember.

OEO also was conducting an
investigation this week into the
AV operation in West Virginia,
after Gov. Hulette Smith of that
state complained about charges
of personal misconduct by AV
workers.

LABOR DAY FETE

AT ELKHORN CITY
The annual United Mine Workers

of America Labor Day celebration
will be held this year at Elkhorn
City at the baseball park.

Joe Davis, chairman of the cel-
ebration, said James W. Ridings
of the UMW International Exec-
utive Board, will deliver the
principal address. Ridings is a
Kentucky native.

U. S. Rep. Carl D. Perkins of
Hindman, who has not missed a
Labor Day celebration since they
began in 1946, also will speak.

Entertainment will include Bill
Abernathy and his Headliners,
the Dunn Quartet of Campton,
the Jades, Glenn Mann and his
Village Playboys from Peter
Creek, Virgil Mullins Band of
McRoberts, the Wells Family
Gospel Singers of Auxier and
the Breaks Choir, Virginia.

Prizes will be awarded to the
best banjo picker, ugl lest man,
best.' dancer, best fiddler and
best dancing couple.

The Elkhorn City Boosters Club
Will have food and drinks avail-
able.

The celebration is open to the
public.

LETCHER COUNTY HOOKERS AT STATE FAIR Handcraft exhibits are a big attraction at the
Kentucky State Fair In Louisville, which ends this week. Here, Mrs. Irene Dixon (left) and Mrs.
Allcene Fields (right) of Blackey, members of the Hound Dog Hookers, demonstrate the art of
making hooked rugs. Looking on arc Miss Trudy Thompson, special consultant to the Division
of Crafts Development, Fulton, and Carl Hall, Louisville. The Letcher County women have
turned their ng skills Into a profitable enterprise; they began five years ago.


