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Justices signal d 
t e 

WASHINGTON - The fate of 
President Barack Obama's health 
care overhaul was cast into deeper 
jeopardy Tuesday as the Supreme 
Court 's conservative justices 
sharply and repeatedly questioned 
its core requirement that virtually 
every American carry insurance. 
The court now will take up whether 
any remnant of the historic law can 
survive if that linchpin fails. 

law 

The justices' questions in Tues· 
day's hearing carried deeply serious 
implications but were sometimes 
flavored with fanciful suggestions. If 
the government can force people to 
buy health insurance, justices want
ed to know, can it require people to 
buy burial insurnnce? Cellphones? 
Broccoli? 

Mike Carvin. counsellor the National Federation of Independent BUllnelsel 
speak. 10 reporters Tuesday outtlde the Supreme Court In Washington. 

The law, pushed to passage by 
Obama and congressional Demo
crats two years ago, would affect 
nearly all Americans and extend in
surance coverage to 30 million pe0-
ple who now lack it. Republicans 
are strongly opposed, including the 
pre~idential contenders now earn
paIgning for the chance to challenge 
Obama in November. 

the mandate for Americans to have 
insurance Mis a step beyond what 
our cases allow,~ in the words of 
justice Anthony Kennedy. 

But Kennedy, who often is the 
swing vote on cases that divide the 
justices along ideolOgical lines, also 
said he recognilCd the magnilllde 
of the nation's health care problems 
and seemed to suggest they would 
require a comprehensive solution, 

midst of a presidential election earn ' 
paign that has focused in part on the 
new law, 

Though many of the justices 
asked tough questions and made 
strong statements, past cases have 
shown that those don't necessarily 
translate in to votes when it comes 
time for a de1:ision, 

Today's final arguments - the 
third day in the unusually long se
ries of hearings - focuses on 
whether the rest of tlle law can re
main even if the insumnce mandate 
is struck down, 

Audio for tooay's court argu- He and Chief justice j ohn R0-
berts emerged as the apparent piv
otal votes in the court's decision, 
The ruling is due in jllJ1e in the 

meut can be found at 
apne.wslHft6z::l. 

The court focused On whether 

THE NEWS IN BRIEF 
PASSENGER: JETBWE CAP

TAIN YEllS 'THEY'RE GOING TO 
TAlE US DOWN' DURING U.S 
VEGAS-BOUND FUGHT. A 
jetBlue captain who mnted 
about Iraq and Afghani· 
stan and claimed that a 
bomb was on a Las Vegas
bound flight was locked 
out of the cockpit, tackled 
and restrained by passen
gers Tuesday, passengers 
said, 

The captain of Flight 
191 from New York's J ohn 
F. Kennedy International 
Airport had a "medical sit
uation,~ and the co-pilot, 
who subsequently took 
command of the aircraft, 
diverted the plane to land 
in Amarillo, Texas, arowld 
10 a. m" j etBlue Airways 
said in a statement. 

josh Redick, a passen
ger sitting ncar the middle 
of the plane, said the pilot 
"stornled out~ of the cock
pit. 

Tony Antolino, a 40-
year-old executive for a se
curity firm, said the captain 
walked to the back of the 
plane, that he seemed dis
oriented and agitated, then 

began yelling about an un
specified threat linked to 
Iran, Ira~ and Mghanistan. 

"TIley re going to take 
us down, they're taking WI 

down, they're going to take 
us down. Say the Lord's 
prayer, say the Lord's 
prayer, ~ the captain 
screamed, according to 
Antolino, 

SYRIA ACCEPTS UN 
ENVOY'S PEACE PLAN BUT 
CLASHES REPORTED ALONG 
BORDER WITH LEBANON. Syria 
accepted a cease-fire 
Tuesday drawn up by U.N, 
envoy Kofi Annan, but the 
diplomatic breakthrough 
swiftly was overshadowed 
by intense clashes between 
government soldiers and 
rebels that sent bullets fly
ing into Lebanon, 

Opposition members 
accuse President Bashar 
A$ad of agreeing to the 
plan to stall for time as his 
troops make a renewed 
push to kill off bastions of 
dissent. And tlu~ conflict 
just keeps getting deadlier: 
The U.N. said the death 
toll has grown to more 

than 9,000, a sobering as
sessment of a devast;l.ting 
year~ld crackdown on the 
uprising that shows no sign 
of ending, 

Annan's announcement 
that Syria had accepted his 
peace plan was met with 
deep skepticism, 

POPE PRAYS fOR MORE 
fREEDOM AHO 'RENEWAL' IN 
CUBA; GOVERNMENT RULES 
OUT P{lUTlCAL CIlAHGE. Pope 
Benedict XVI prayed for 
freedom and renewal "for 
tlle greater good of all 
Cubans" before the na
tion's patron saint Tuesday, 
but the island's communist 
leaders quickly rejected the 
Roman Catholic leader's 
appeal for political change 
after five decades of one
party rule. 

The exchange came 
hours before Benedict was 
to meet President Raul 
Castro, and poSSibly his 
brother and predecessor 
Fidel, behind closed doors 
in Havana on the pontiIT's 
second day on the island, 

The ~led Pte .. 

Gay-marriage foes sought 
to split gays, blacks in 2009 

By DAVID CRARY 
AP Nalioruol Writer 

The leading national or· 
g-.mUation opposing same
sex marriage has sought to 
split the Democratic Party 
base by pitting African
Americans and Hispanics 
against g-ay-rights groups, 
according to confid ential 
strdtq,'Y memos made pub
lic by court officials in 
Maine. 

MThe str.ltegic goal of 
this project is to drive a 
wedb'C between IfdYS and 
blacks - two key Demo
cratic constituencies, ~ says 
one of the memos, It also 
sug!,'c~1:I Ki ntcrrupting~ the 
process of cultural assimila
tion for Hispanics in hopes 
of curtailing support for 
same·sex marriage, 

lbe documents, dating 
from 2009, were written by 
the National Organization 
for Marriab'e and had been 
kept from the public until 
Monday, when they were 
unsealed by court officials 
in Maine, 

They were part of a two
pronged legal challenge of 
Maine 's financial disclo
sure laws, Still unresolved 
i! whether the NOM will 
have to release the names 
of donors to its successful 
2009 campaign to ban 
same-sex marriage in 
Maine. 

The Human Rights 

Campaign, a major gay
rights organization, First 
circulated the documents 
Monday night, and il:l 
president, j oe Solmonese, 
assailed the strategies that 
the,r, detailed, 

With the veil lifted, 
Americans everywhere 
can now see the ugly poli
tiC! that the National 
Organiz.1tion for Marriage 
traffics in every day,~ 
Solmonese said. "\Vhile 
loving gay and lesbian 
couples seek to make life
long commitmenls, NOM 
plays racial politics, tries to 
hide donors and makes u~ 
li es about people of faith. 

Through the H uman 
Rights Campaign, veteran 
civil righl.!i leader julian 
Bond also condemned the 
NOM strategy, 

"NOM's underhanded 
attempts to divide will not 
succeed if Black Americans 
remember their own histo
ry of discrimination,~ said 
Bond, 
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April through May receive a free porcelain 
picture or a pair of vases with 

purchase of monument. 

Fort Knox Bank 
601 w . U ncoln Trail B lvd . 

Radcliff , KY 40160 

Elizabethtown Main Office 
1830 N , Dixie Hwy 

Elizabethtown. KY 4 2701 

Follow The News·Enterprise 
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All granite and workmanship guaranteed. In house artist. 
Family owned and operated. We do not work on a 

commission basis which saves you money. 

Quarry Hill Monuments 
"Mollulllents of Character alld Elldllrill8 Quality" 

Established 1990 

in business 22 years 

Hodgenville.270-358-0037 Linwood. 270-528-5654 


