
WJJVti&7 ' I

IRtEiA

UMW ups
Retired United Mine Workers of

America will get a $10 a month
pension Increase February 1, and
at the same time UMW members
55 years of age or more will be-

come eligible for retirement.
The UMW, announcing the new

changes in its pension plan this
week, said it believe 55 is the
lowest retirement age provided
by any mass retirement system.

The union e"imated the lower
age limit will add 10,000 new
pensioners in the next 18 months.
The monthly pension increases
which raise the pensions from $75
to $85 a month, will affect some
64,000 additionalretired miners.

The UMW also liberalized ser-

vice requirements for miners who
are now employed. Miners'who
retire after February 1 will re-

ceive credit for all classified
employment in 'he coal industrv.

Court term
Letcher Circuit Court wound up

a short term today, and Judge
J. L. Hays dismissed all jurors.

The grand jury made its final
report, saying it felt crime is on
tjie decline in the county. Arthur
Dixon served as jury forcniMi.
The jurors said they did not ex-

amine county offices since the
new courthouse will be in use in
a few weeks.

The grand jury returned 14 in-

dictments, including:
Paul Candler, removing mort-

gaged personal property out of
the state; Jake Johnson, flourish-
ing a deadly weapon; Geraldine
Combs, Junior Combs and Mil- -

Jenkins board gives
Sparks four-ye- ar ternr

Chester Sparks has been elect-
ed to a four-ye- ar term as super-
intendent of the Jenkins Indepen-
dent School System.

Sparks currently is serving out
the unexpired term of former
Jenkins Superintendent Lee John-
son, who resigned two years ago.

His new term will begin in July
of 1965. The Jenkins Hoard of
Education elected him unani-
mously at a special meeting
Monday night. The board also
named him as its secretary.

Carl Msrcer and Paul James,
recently to the board,
were sworn into four-ye- ar terms.
The board voted unanimously to
retain Mercer as chairman and
Ben H. Mullins as vice chairman.

Sign-u- p dates set
Sign-u- p dates for the 1965 fed-

eral government Feed Grain Pro-

gram will be Feb. 8 through
March 26, the local Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation
office said today.

To participate in the program,
producers of corn andor grain
sorghum must reduce their total
acreage by at least 20 per cent
in 1965.

If less than 40 of the base is
diverted, diversion payments
will be the county support rate
on one fifth of normal produc-
tion for the first 20 per cent di-

verted and on one half of normal
for the remaining percentage.

Additional program details, in-

cluding the payment rate charts
for diversion, will be made pub-

lic when material is received
from Washington, Cecil Caudill,
Letcher County ASC manager,
said.

Caudill also reminded farmers
to keep accurate records of all
payments received in order to
build their Social Security
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pensions
This provision will m ike it pos-
sible, for example, for a man
who begins work in the mines at
age 20 mi'1 works regular ly until
he is 10 to qualify for a pension
at 55.

Under the present rule, a man
must have worked for 20 yirs of
the 30-yc- ar period preceding ap-
plication for pension benefits.
This rule will reimin in cffei--t

for men who stopped working be-

fore Feb. 1, 1905.
Miners can meet the 20 -- year

service requirement by working
for several coal companies, as
well as by working for a single
firm.

This is the second reduction In
the age for pension eligibility
since the plan was set up in fills.
Originally the retirement age wa
02, but less than a year after the
pension fund was established, it
was lohcred to iiti.

ends
lard Combs, malicious cutting
and wounding; Junior Combs,
assault and battery; Walter Hol-

land, grand larceny; Fulton
Combs, rt; James B.

(Continued on Page 2)

Little help arrives
Only one shipment of clothing

arrhe'd In Whitesburg this week
for distribution by the Salvation
Army citizens comnittee.

The shipment, about one and a
half tons of used clothing, came
from Louisville, where it was
collected at various fire stations.

A committee to decide where
articles which arrive are to be
distributed, has voted to allot

(Continued on Page 2)

Two hundred thirty -- three new
telephones were installed in
Letcher County by Southern Bell
Telephone Company during 1964,
the firm said today.

This year, said phone manager
J. M. Gipe, 3,035 telephone di-

rectories will be distributed as
compared to 2792 directories
last year.

The Pike and Letcher county
areas combined gained a total
of more than 1, 000 new phones
during 1964, Gipe said. The
two counties now have a total
of 12, 918 telephones, compared
to 11, 872 at the end of 1963.

Gipe said hew telephones are a
good way of measuring the area's
progress.

Telephone directories are now

Funeral services were held at
Pike vi lie Wednesday for Hard-
ing Dawahare, 43, who died un-

expectedly of a heart attack at
his home in Pikeville early Mon-

day.
Dawahare, a native of Letcher

County, was one of eight sons
of the late Srur Dawahare, who
came to Eastern Kentucky as a
peddler in the early part of the
century and remained to build
a retail merchandising chain of
stores which are now run by his
sons. Harding Dawahare was
the manager of the Dawahare
store at Pikeville, one of the
largest in the group.

Harding Dawahare was the third
of the eight Dawahare brothers.
He worked in the Whitesburg
store before he took over manage-
ment of the Pikeville store In
1949.

LBJ thanks Dixon
Mister craftsman Arthur Dixon

of Whitesburg today received a
thank --you letter horn President
Lyndon B. Johnson, to whom Dix-

on presented a handmade Ken-
tucky long rifle a few weeks ago.

Along with the letter came an
autographed picture of the presi-
dent.

The letter read:
"You have done me a great hon-

or. The rifle you have made for
nw shows fine liandcraftsm.inship.
I will treasure it.

"Your work, and the support of
your fellow citizens, renews my
confidence in the fine people of
Eastern Kentucky and the bright
future that lies ahead for you all."

Eight file
Eight persons have filed formal

paper to get their names on the
ballot in the May, 1905, county
primary election.

The candidates and the offices
they seek include:

George (Renus Gibson, Whites-
burg, Democrat, county judge;
Sylvan Hall, Jackhorn, Republi-
can, sheriff; John Henry Hall,
Cromona, Democrat, sheriff;
Oscar M. Fields, Whitesburg.
Republican, M.glstrate, District
1; Worley Cornctt, Republican,
Skyline, Magistrate, District 3;
Willis S. Ilawley, Fleming, Dem-
ocrat, magistrate, District 2; Dave
Wagoner, Mayking, D3mocrat,
commissioner. District 1, and

(Continued on Page 2)

Movie Saturday
"The Bicycle Thief, " an Ital-

ian movie, will be shown free
Saturday night as the "first of a
series of classic movies here.

It will begin at 7:30 p. m. in
the Whitesburg grade school aud-

itorium.

being distributed, and distribu-
tion is expected to take several
days.

Anyone who does not receive
his new phone directory by Jan-
uary 14 should notify the tele-
phone company business office,
Gipe said.

Registration set
Registration for the University

of Kentucky Southeast Center at
Cumberland will be held Jan. 1 3
and 12. Classes will start Jan.
14 and registration for night
classes will be held that day.
Night classes will beoffered in
sociology and typing and short-

hand.

rites held
He was past president of the

Pikeville Lions Club, a mem-
ber of the Pike County Selective
Service Board, and active in
several other civic groups.

Survivors include his wife, six
children, Joe, 15; Harding Jr. ,
14; Selma, 11; Nellie Marie, 7;
and Frank and Willie, both 2;
seven brothers, Willie, Hazard;
Woodrow and Frank Jr. , both of
Lexington; Dee, Hoover and
Martin, all of Whitesburg, and
A. F., Wyoming, Ohio, and
three sisters, Mrs. Abe Kawaja,
Williamson, W. Va.; Mrs. Ed
Daw liar e, Hazard, and Mrs.
Dick Aialat. SDrinefield. Va.

.w -

Funeral services were conducted
at the First Baptist Church In Pike'
vllle by the Most Rev. Raphael
Husson of Charleston, W. Va.
Burial was in Johnson Memorial
Cemetery at Pikeville.

233 telephones added

Dawahare
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LBJ Great Society

reach heremay
Letcher County and Eastern Ken-

tucky could receive great benefits
from President Lyndon Johnson's
proposed "Great Society" --- if the
President's proposals to Congress
live up to the promise. of hi
"State of the Union" address this
week and if Congress approves
the program he presents.

Here are points from the Pres-
ident's State of the Union mes-
sage which could have a direct
effect on Letcher County:

(The headings are those of the
released text rf the President's
message).

1. INCREASED PROSPERITY--"W- e
can help Insured continued

prosperity through:
"A regional recovery program

to assist developmant of stricken
areas left behind by our national
progress."

Presumably this would include
the long-promis- ed assistance to
the Appalachian Mountain re-
gion, of which Eastern Kentucky
and Letcher County are among
the hardest-h- it areas economical-
ly, and to some other '.'enressed
areas in the nation.

2. OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL--- "... We must open nppor-tuni- ty

to all our people.
Most Americans . . .enjoy a

good life. But far too many are
still trapped in poverty, idleness
and fear.

"Let a nation throw open to '

them the city of promise:
"To the elderly, by providing

hospital care under Social Secur-
ity and by raising benefit pay-
ments to these struggling to main-
tain the dignity of their later
years.

"To the poor, through doubling
the war against poverty this year."

The Social Security benefit in-

crease and the hospital care plan
(known as Medicare) would help
some 2,000 elderly residents of
Letcher County who now receive
Social Security benefits.

The war against poverty so far
has had little noticeable effect
in Letcher County, but local res-

idents still hold out some hope
that it will benefit the area.
There was no word in the Presi-
dent's message to indicate how
the government would spend the
new funds he will request.

3. TO ENRICH THE LIFE OF
ALLA. Through Education
"Every child must have the best
education our nation can pro-

vide. . . In addition to our
existing programs, I will rec-
ommend a new program for
schools and students with a first --

year authorization of one billion,
500 million dollars.

"It will help at every stage
the road to learning.

"For the preschool years we will
help needy children become aware
of the excitement of learning.

"For the primary and secondary
school years we will aid public
schools serving low income fam-
ilies and assist students in both
public and private schools.

"For the college years we will
provide scholarships to high-scho- ol

students of the greatest
promise and greatest need and
guaranteed low Interest loans to
students continuingthelr college
studies.

"New laboratories and centers
will help our schools lift their
standards of excellence and ex-

plore new methods of teaching.
These centers will provide special

for those need andtraining.
wno

, , . haeserve special treatment.
Presumably public schools In

Letcher County, which serve a
great number of needy families,
would come in for help under
every provision of the new school
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program of which they could take
advantage.

The President will send his edu-
cation message to- - Congress Tues-

day.
Advance reports indicate that it

will provide direct aid to "poverty-impac-

ted" public schools, not
only in areas of maximum pover-
ty but to help in any area where
public school children are in need.

Estimates are that 90 per cent
of the public schools in America
would jet some heir under this
part of the program. Presumably
the greatest benefits would go to
areas of worst poverty, but there
has been no indication how the
money will be apportioned.

The President is expected to
propose educational centers to
provide "supplementary services"
such as chemistry and language
laboratories to be shared By stu-

dents in public and parochial or
private schools. Sharing would
not present a problem in Letcher
County, since there Is only one
private schoolthe Catholic pa-

rochial grade school at Jenkins.
The President also is expected

to propose provision of books and
other instructional materials for
needy children attending either
public or private schools. This
could have great benefit in local
schools, where many children in
grade and high schools cannot
afford the extra instructional
materials which are not provid-
ed under the state textbook pro-

gram.
B. Through better health-regi- onal

medical centers can
provide the most advanced di-

agnosis and treatment for heart
disease, cancer, stroke and
other major diseases.

"Community centers can help
the mentally 111 and improve
health care for school-ag- e chil-
dren from poor families, in-

cluding services for the men-
tally retarded."

The President today sent to
Congress a health message call-
ing for enactment of the Medi-
care program linked to Social
Security. The message also
proposes a billion-plu- s dollar
program to Improve health ser-

vices to children, emphasizing
health services for needy chil-

dren. Officials have been con-
cerned that not enough attention
has been paid to prevention of
disease and disability and correc-
tion of afflictions among chil-
dren!

The message also proposes cre-

ation of regional medical cen-
ters and local treatment stations
for heart disease, cancer and
stroke, primarily diseases of el-

derly persons.
C. Through improving the

world we live of
America: "We will seek legal
power to prevent pollution of our
air and water before it happens.
We will step up our effort to con-
trol harmful wastes, giving first
priority to the cleanup of our
most contaminated rivers. We
will increase research to learn
more about control of pollution."

Presumably this could be used;
In some, type of control for strip
mining.

The President said he would
send later messages on various
ph'" of the program to Congress.

Power rates down
The Kentucky Power Company,

which provides electrical service
to Letcher County residents, has
asked the state Public Service
Commission to approve a reduc-
tion In rates totaling $217,000 a
year.


