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other injury to his left Achilles
tendon. He returned two
weeks later and won Bay Hill,
and off he went.

“I remember there was a
time when people were saying
I could never win again,”
Woods said.

His latest win took a lot of
effort.

Brendon de Jonge, the 54-
hole leader for the first time,
didn’t make a birdie and shot
77 to quickly fall out of con-
tention. Adam Scott ran off
four straight birdies on the
front nine and was briefly
part of a five-way tie for the
lead until he made back-to-
back bogeys on the back
nine. Hunter Mahan also fell
back.

It came down to Woods
and Van Pelt, who have
known each other since junior
golf and could not be any
more different. Woods is high
energy, who now has won an
astounding 27 percent of the
PGA Tour events he has
played. Van Pelt is laid-back
Oklahoman, whose only offi-
cial tour win came three years
ago in Milwaukee, a tourna-
ment that no longer exists.

They didn’t look much dif-
ferent on the golf course.

Three times, Woods made
birdie putts to take the lead.
Three times, Van Pelt an-
swered him.

Woods holed a 20-foot
birdie putt on 15th hole, ex-
tending his left arm to motion
for the ball to go left, and
when it did just that, he raised
his arm with his index finger
pointing to the sky. That put
him at 9 under, a lead that
lasted as long as it took Van
Pelt to match him with a 10-
foot birdie.

The par-5 16th had the
most surprising twist.

Van Pelt blistered a tee shot
345 yards down the middle of
the fairway, leaving only a 6-
iron to the green. Woods hit a
spectator with his tee shot in
the left rough, had to lay up,
and then was too aggressive
with his wedge and went over
the green and down an 8-foot
slope. It was a like a pitcher in
a tied baseball game who
loaded the bases with no one
out, only to get out of the jam.

Van Pelt’s approach was
slightly heavy and stopped in
the thick collar of a bunker, so
that he had to chip with his
feet in the sand and his hands
gripping the steel shaft of the
wedge. He didn’t get out of the
rough, and his third shot went
to the back of the green, just
over 12 feet away for par.
Woods’ fourth shot up the
slope hit the hole and ran 15
feet away.

Both hit good putts. Both
missed. Both made bogey.
They remained tied.

“It was difficult from the

standpoint I had my legs in
the bunker, and if I hit that
chip a little too hard it goes
over the green because you
can’t put any spin on it,” Van
Pelt said. “I was just trying to
get the ball up in the air and
play it out to the right a little bit
and just got underneath it a
little bit. And the second one,
I thought I hit it great. I was
surprised it rolled that far. And
the putt, I mean, I’ve probably
never hit a better putt than
that in my life under those
kind of circumstances.

“I pretty much hit every
shot the way I wanted to that
hole, just ended up being 6.”

On the next hole, Van Pelt
was in the left cut of rough and
caught a flier, with a good
swing getting a bad result. The
ball shot out of the fluffy grass
over the green, leaving him no
chance to get near the hole.
He went through the green
and had to scramble for
bogey, and Woods chipped
up to 6 feet and made his putt
for par to take a one-shot lead
to the 18th.

“It’s rare that we caught any
fliers out here at all this week,
and Bo caught one coming
out of that rough,” Woods said.
“We had a good enough lie
where we could have had one
of those, but Bo caught one
out of there and put it in the
wrong spot and made bogey,
and I got up and down.”

Woods with a one-shot
lead on the 18th, playing in
control as he had for so much
of the day, is tough to beat. He
hit a fade off the tee. He hit a
draw with a 9-iron into the
green. He won.

And everyone was there to
see it.

The AT&T National was a
strange week — record heat
on Friday, followed by a vio-
lent wind storm that night that
toppled trees and littered
Congressional with limbs. The
course was closed to specta-
tors on Saturday, leading to an
eerily quiet afternoon with
Woods in contention. The
spectators returned by the
thousands on Sunday, and
they got want they wanted to
see.

“I think everyone kept it
pent up for today, and it was
raucous all day,” Woods said.

Van Pelt was disappointed
at making three straight bo-
geys for a 71, though he took
away plenty of good feelings
about the way he played on
such a big stage.

“He’s an amazing player,”
Van Pelt said. “We’ve known
each other a long time, prob-
ably 20 years. He’s fun to play
with. That’s why you travel 30
weeks a year, why you get up
in the morning and make the
sacrifices that you do, to have
the opportunity to play the
best player in the world in the
final round with a chance to
win.”
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“A top-five (finish) is
good, but it’s probably not
going to get us in the
Chase,” he said. “We need to
win a race or two more to
make the Chase.”

Kahne rallied from a lap
down to squeeze Ke-
selowski’s final advantage to
4.399 seconds. Kahne had
finished higher than 19th
just once in the season’s
first six races. Crashes at
Pocono and Michigan put a
damper on his hopes before
he started picking off cars in
the final few laps on the
bumpy track in Kentucky.

“We’ve got to keep work-
ing on it and got to be a little
stronger throughout,” he
said. “But my car was fast.
The longer the run went, the
better we seemed to get.”

Because Carl Edwards,
11th in the standings, and
13th-place Paul Menard
have yet to win, Kahne has
an advantage thanks to his
win at Charlotte.

“It’s time for us to get it in
gear,” Edwards said. “I am
real frustrated. (Crew chief )
Bob (Osborne) is real frus-
trated. I know we can do
this.”

Heading into this week-
end’s Cup race at Daytona,
Matt Kenseth is first in the
standings, followed by Dale
Earnhardt Jr., Jimmie John-
son, Greg Biffle, Denny
Hamlin, Kevin Harvick,

Clint Bowyer, Martin Truex
Jr., Tony Stewart and Ke-
selowski.

While the Chase sublots
were accumulating, Ke-
selowski was adding to an
extraordinary year. In three
of his first seven starts, he
finished near the bottom.
He also had not cracked the
top 10 in his four previous
starts before coming to Ken-
tucky.

Keselowski conceded
that his team had “reliability
issues” early in the year.

But he has had his
Penske Dodge in contention
in almost all the rest of the
17 races so far. With just
nine races left before the
Chase, the 28-year-old
Michigan native is just con-
fident enough to believe he
can create even more
havoc.

“The only thing that
means anything is who’s in
the top 10 and who has the
most wins when the Chase
gets going,” he said. “That is
the only thing that matters.”

Crew chief Paul Wolfe
pulled a Houdini move
during Friday’s practice.
Keselowski collided with
Juan Pablo Montoya on the
very first lap of warmups,
wrecking his best car. Wolfe
and his crew grabbed last
year’s car and, in an hour’s
time in 100-degree heat,
transformed it into the vehi-
cle that dominated the final
60 laps.
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San Francisco’s Angel Pagan, right, is mobbed by teammates Sunday as he celebrates after getting the game-winning hit in the bottom of the
ninth inning in the Giants’ 4-3 win over Cincinnati in San Francisco.

By ANTONIO GONZALEZ

AP Sports Writer

SAN FRANCISCO — On
paper, Jay Bruce’s botched
attempt to catch Angel
Pagan’s fly to right field in the
ninth inning Sunday will offi-
cially be scored an RBI dou-
ble because he never
touched the ball. Bruce
would rather the blame be
placed on him.

“It should be an error,” he
said.

Bruce misplayed Pagan’s
game-ending fly with two
outs in the ninth, handing
the San Francisco Giants a
four-game series split with a
4-3 victory over the Cincin-
nati Reds.

“It’s tough to play here
but that’s not an excuse,”
Bruce said. “You get to play
here and so does everyone
else. Your job is to catch the
ball and I didn’t. It’s embar-
rassing. It’s a really, really
tough way to lose. We bat-
tled back, worked our butts
off to get back and then that
happens. It’s a tough one to
swallow.”

Only in San Francisco.
Buster Posey poked a

pitch from Jose Arredondo
(4-2) down the right-field
line that bounced into the
stands for a two-out double
for his third hit. Then Pablo

Sandoval, who was 0 for 4,
was walked intentionally to
set the stage for a wild finish.

The crowd groaned when
Bruce ran under Pagan’s fly
ball to right until those whip-
ping winds along the bay car-
ried the ball over his head
near the 24-foot brick wall as
he lost his footing. The
42,039 fans inside sold-out
AT&T Park erupted, Pagan
tossed his helmet around
second and the Giants
streamed out of the dugout
to mob him in celebration.

“I looked at it and I
thought, ‘I don’t think I have
a chance,’” Pagan said. “I
thought he caught it. Then I
heard the crowd cheer and I
went nuts. It was a weird
walk-off.”

Santiago Casilla (2-3) blew
the save in the ninth but
worked out of a bases-loaded
jam with no outs to give San
Francisco another shot.

Giants starter Ryan Vogel-
song allowed only a two-run
homer to Todd Frazier in
seven innings. The right-
hander struck out five and
walked one, and the benches
cleared after he slammed his
bat because of an inside
pitch from Reds starter Bron-
son Arroyo in the sixth.

After all the drama, the Gi-
ants ended the weekend the
same way they started it: in

first place in the NL West
over the rival Dodgers.

“We’ll take it,” Giants man-
ager Bruce Bochy said.

Reds slugger Joey Votto sat
out the game with inflamma-
tion in his left knee. Miguel
Cairo, who replaced Votto in
the bottom of the fifth Satur-
day, started at first base.

Cincinnati could have
used the help.

Posey, the NL’s top vote-
getter for the All-Star team
announced earlier in the
morning, hit the last of three
straight two-out singles in
the third to drive in Ryan
Theriot and give the Giants a
1-0 lead. Theriot singled,
doubled, walked twice and
scored San Francisco’s first
three runs.

Frazier followed with a
two-run homer in the fifth
that drifted just over the wall
in left field to put Cincinnati
ahead. Frazier’s eighth home
run of the season came in
place of third baseman Scott
Rolen, who was taken out of
the lineup with back spasms
after Vogelsong took the
mound.

After Theriot doubled in
front of a diving Bruce in the
fifth, he scored on Melky
Cabrera’s single to tie the
game at 2-all. Posey was hit
in the left shoulder on an 0-1
pitch next, and though San

Francisco’s offense stalled
with only one out, what ap-
peared to be an uninten-
tional inside pitch wasn’t
forgotten.

Vogelsong squared to sac-
rifice bunt in the sixth when
Arroyo’s inside pitch turned
him around, the ball rico-
cheted off the bat and hit
plate umpire Dan Iassogna’s
shoulder. Vogelgong
slammed the bat down and
took a couple steps toward
Arroyo, the benches cleared
and both teams were
warned.

Arroyo muttered “My bad,
Vogie,” Vogelsong said, when
the Giants pitcher jogged
back to the dugout after he
landed a successful sacrifice,
and Arroyo was booed
soundly walking off the
mound after a scoreless in-
ning. His final line: six in-
nings, seven hits, two
strikeouts, two runs and two
walks.

Vogelsong said Arroyo, a
teammate and friend from
his days in Pittsburgh a
decade ago, wasn’t inten-
tionally trying to hit him. Ar-
royo even called Vogelsong
in the clubhouse afterward
and the two “cleared the air,”
Vogelsong said, calling his
reaction something that hap-
pens “in the heat of the mo-
ment.”

Giants down Reds 4-3

By BEN WALKER

AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK — Josh
Hamilton is set to lead a
Texas parade to the All-Star
game. Now, fans will decide
if Chipper Jones gets one
final appearance or whether
it’s time for teen sensation
Bryce Harper.

Hamilton drew a record
total of more than 11 million
votes, and the slugger was
among seven Rangers cho-
sen Sunday as All-Stars. A
trio of San Francisco Giants
rallied in the last week to
claim spots, while three Yan-
kees also made the starting
lineup.

“I don’t think the Texas
Rangers have to apologize
because we’ve got good play-
ers,” AL manager Ron Wash-
ington of Texas said. “I
certainly didn’t pick my guys
being selfish, I picked them
very deserving of being All-
Stars, bottom line.”

Washington fastballer
Stephen Strasburg and Mets
knuckleballer R.A. Dickey
were two of the 66 players
chosen by fans, managers
and big leaguers for the
showcase July 10 in Kansas
City. So was 20-year-old An-
gels rookie outfielder Mike
Trout, who leads the AL in
hitting at .339 and drew more

than 800,000 write-in votes.
Few of the races for start-

ing spots were close and
there seemed to be little
complaining about the fans’
choices. OK, sure, David
Wright could’ve gotten the
nod over Pablo Sandoval.

But there certainly will be
campaigning this week when
it comes to Jones and Harper
after they were left off — for
now, anyway.

The NL and AL each have
one spot left, with fans voting
online through Thursday to
select one of five candidates
in both leagues. Jones and
Harper are two of the NL
possibilities.

At 40, Jones is a seven-
time All-Star and plans to re-
tire after this season. Banged
up, the Atlanta third base-
man has managed to hit near
.300.

“This being my last year, it
would be fun to go. I’d love to
take my kids,” Jones said.

At 19, Harper started the
season in Triple-A. The
Washington outfielder has
dazzled since his promotion
with his bat, arm and flat-out
hustle.

“I’m an old-timer, so I’d
probably lean toward Chip-
per,” NL manager Tony La
Russa said on the TBS selec-
tion show.

The league that wins the

All-Star game gains home-
field advantage in the World
Series. The NL won last year,
then St. Louis became the
ninth straight home team to
win Game 7 in the Series.

Sandoval was picked for
the NL at third base despite
missing a month with a bro-
ken hand and not matching
the stats of Wright.

“I’m surprised I made it,”
said Sandoval, popular for
his “Kung Fu Panda” per-
sona. “He’s been having a
great year but the fans gave
me the votes. I can’t thank
them enough.”

Wright was diplomatic
about the result.

“That’s the way the system
is. I understand how the sys-
tem works and I respect that
system. Pablo’s having a very
good year. I’d be lying if I said
I wasn’t disappointed that I
don’t get a chance to start,
but I’m going to do every-
thing I can to help win that
game,” he said.

Giants catcher Buster
Posey, back from a devastat-
ing injury last season, was
the NL’s top vote-getter and
beat out Philadelphia’s Car-
los Ruiz, the league’s leading
hitter. Wright and Ruiz made
the NL team as reserves.

“This is hard to wrap my
head around,” Posey said. “I
watched all the All-Star

games and home run derbies
when I was a kid. It’s surreal
I get to play in one and get to
watch the home run derby.”

Posey, Sandoval and San
Francisco outfielder Melky
Cabrera overcame late
deficits to win starting spots.
Giants ace Matt Cain, who
pitched a perfect game in
June, made the NL pitching
staff.

Texas will have a team-
record three starters. Hamil-
ton, who hit four homers in a
game earlier this season and
leads the majors in RBIs, will
be in the outfield with Adrian
Beltre at third base and Mike
Napoli at catcher. A postsea-
son star last year, Napoli has
started only about half the
time at that spot this year, but
still easily outdistanced Min-
nesota’s Joe Mauer.

Dickey, at 37, made his first
All-Star team. He leads the
majors with 12 wins and
could become just the second
knuckleballer to start an All-
Star game. Dutch Leonard did
it in 1943, STATS LLC said.

“It’s an honor for every
person who’s ever helped me
along the way and every fan
that believed that special
things could happen if you
apply yourself,” Dickey said.
“So it’s a need to be able to
celebrate that with a network
of people.”

Rangers, Yanks, Giants get 3 starters


