
by Phillip M. Hazelwood

Faith and action go hand
in hand. Keep believing,
keep going, keep trying, and
keep pressing on because
the reward is just ahead.
Why do both man and beast
keep going, searching for
what they need? They are
hoping against all odds that
the thing they need will be
found. Once I heard a man
say, “What you are search-
ing for, you will find it if
you never give up.” 

Why did I come
out of my home and go to
work? I was looking for a
pay day. Why do the buffalo
and wild horses paw and dig
their way through the snow
and ice in the dead of win-
ter? They are looking for
grass and they find it. Why
did I come out of my house
thirty minutes before day-
break on a very cold morn-
ing in drizzling rain and see
a robin under a street light,

hopping in the grass with
the rain beating down upon
him? I had a coat on and got
wet and cold just getting to
my car, but stopped and
looked in amazement that
this little bird would come
off its roost while it was still
dark, and in cold rain, in
search of worms. It is really
true the early bird gets the
worm.

Why does the
salesman keep trying to
make a sale even after he
has heard so many angry
no’s? It's because he be-
lieves that although he has
heard nine people tell him
“no,” that number ten or
eleven will say yes and it
will be worth his effort.
Why did Jesus say to the
sick and afflicted, “take up
thy bed and walk?” It was
because he wanted to see
action. He knew that we
must put legs on our faith.
Apostle Paul said, “Show
me your faith without works

and I’ll show you my faith
by my works.”

Never give up.
Never stop believing. Never
stop praying. Never stop
praising. Never stop work-
ing. Never stop searching.
Never stop trying. Never,
never, never stop doing

good. Your reward is just
ahead. It will all be worth
the effort when you get the
prize and hear your Savior
say, “Well done my child.”
Quitters never win and win-
ners never quit.

Jesus is my Strength
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Say What? 

In my area there are a few
small streams that feed into
the rivers. When I say small I
mean only about 10 to 15
yards wide. Several times
each spring our wildlife
agency releases trout into
these shallow streams in order
to offer more opportunities to
catch fish. There have been
several times that I have went
on an early morning turkey
hunt, then afterwards go
home and grab my spinning
reel and head back to one of
these creeks for a couple of
hours of trout fishing. It really
is a fun way to spend a morn-
ing. 

I can remember the first

time I took my son and intro-
duced him to this new type of
fishing. He was an older
teenager and I could tell he
was a little skeptical when I
pulled up to the little creek
that seemed too shallow to
hold any fish of consequence.
I knew what he was thinking
because I too had shared this
sentiment. It really does look
like if there were any fish in
the creek you would quickly
be able to see them. After
convincing him the fish were
actually there, we proceeded
to wet a line. It didn’t take
long for him to understand
that what looked to be too
small, too shallow, unproduc-

tive, void, and barren could
actually hold great potential.
What he needs to learn is that
life is exactly the same way.
I’m glad that he decided to
fish that day instead of allow-
ing what he saw to determine
what he did. Let me write that
again so you will get
it……….. I’m glad he didn’t
allow what he saw to deter-
mine what he did. If he had
of, he would’ve missed a
good time and a great harvest. 

Some of you are getting up
each morning and looking at
your day as my son did this
creek. When you give it the
eye test it seems that what lies
in front of you is too small

and too shallow to hold any-
thing of real value. It may
even seem that God has given
you a Ranger Bass Boat, but
only a stream to fish in. But
what you must remember is
that faith is more about seeing
through the eye than it is in
seeing with the eye. Faith
doesn’t look at the small and
insignificant stream but it re-
members the God who has
stocked it. Faith simply casts
its bread upon the waters
without regard for the past,
present, or future; knowing
that if God can bring salvation
from a cross, He can bring big
blessings from my little
brook. 

by Sally Burgess
Forefront Families LLC

We are currently dis-
cussing the Rules of Life for
teenagers as described by Bill
Gates.  The ninth rule states
that , “Life is not divided into
semesters.  You don’t get
Summers off and very few
employers are interested in
helping you FIND YOUR-
SELF.  Do that on your own
time.”  

I am intrigued with the
current trend where teens fin-
ishing high school or college
want to ‘take a year off to do
their own thing or find them-
selves’.  I don’t understand
this mentality at all.  On re-
flection, in ‘our day’ we paid
our own college tuition and
the minute college was over,
we couldn’t wait to get to
work to recoup our funds.
Granted, back then, jobs were
a lot easier to find than they
are now, but we HAD to find
work.  Nobody ever dreamed
of taking time off just for a
breather.

So, from whence does the
notion of ‘taking time off for
a rest’ come?  There is some-
thing to be said for having to
pay your own way.  Here in
the United States many par-
ents start their kids’ college
funds almost from the time
the children are born.  Since
fees are so high now, many
parents consider it is neces-
sary to be saving for their
children’s college expenses
from those early times!  Right
now there is an advertisement
on TV by Gerber baby foods.
They have a college fund pro-
gram running beginning at in-
fancy.  

When children have been
in school for upwards of
twenty years, their parents
have usually been taking care
of their kids’ physical and fi-
nancial needs to the point
where the young person is not
having to develop any re-
sponsibility.  They get the
idea that there is a money tree
out there that just keeps giv-
ing.  The kids are shielded
from the tough realities of
life.  They haven’t had to
work, so they are not mature
enough to realize that no
work means no money.

Then there are those young
people who refuse to work at

anything they are not pas-
sionate about.  They would
rather do nothing than toil
away at something that didn’t
suit them.  Where does this
mentality come from?  I sug-
gest it comes from early par-
ent training or lack thereof.
When kids take no part in
household chores or are al-
lowed to avoid the chores
they don’t like, they get the
idea they can do the same
thing throughout life.  When
parents bail kids out of trou-
ble or financial difficulty, the
kids think their boss will pro-
tect and spoil them just like
their parents have done.

There is something to be
said for the ‘school of hard
knocks’.  For every action, or
lack thereof, there is a conse-
quence.  Making wise
choices brings positive re-
sponses.  Making poor
choices, being picky, not
studying and expecting to be
rescued all the time will even-
tually leave a young person
sitting on the bench.

We, as parents, must train
our kids to take responsibility
for their choices from their
earliest years.  We need to
show them what hard work
yields.  They need to know
that a forty-hour week is a
normal expectation and that
taking time off (apart from
vacation time) should only
come about when they have
the money to cover it.

The more time teens have
on their hands, the more
likely they are to become in-
trospective – to start feeling
sorry for themselves – to feel
dissatisfied with life and start
whining and saying, “It’s not
fair.”  Studying and working
hard yields job satisfaction
and often a higher income in
the long run.  

It is not the school or em-
ployer’s job to turn our chil-
dren into responsible,
productive members of adult
society.  It is our responsibil-
ity and it starts from their pre-
school years. 

If you have any comments
on this subject, please contact
us at sally@forefrontfami-
lies.org, check out our web-
site at
www.forefrontfamilies.net or
our blog at
www.blogspot.com/fore-
frontfamilies.

Special to Kentucky Publishing

Editor's note: Danny responded to an
article, Visited By Angels, in last
week's paper. Following is
his story, which I think
you will find interest-
ing. It should en-
courage each of
us to believe
that God still
speaks today.

My name
is Danny
Turner. In my
case, I was not
protected by
angels, but I was
protected by our
loving God while
His Spirit spoke to me
about a very important
mission He has for me and my
wife, Kathryn. 

For a little background, I am an over
the road (OTR) truck driver. I used to
train drivers with a company that I no
longer work with because I took a job
with more home time. However, on De-
cember 19, 2009, I was driving my truck
up in the northeast in a very dangerous
winter weather situation. If you have
ever driven during a blizzard, you will
be familiar with a "white out." I was in
such a white out, with cars sliding off the
interstate into ditches and I was just try-
ing to SEE while I maneuvered this 80-
ton load. 

All of a sudden, I could not see any-
thing in front of me. Everything went
white outside my windshield. Surely, I
should have run into something, but I
didn't. Instead, I heard a very powerful
voice speak to me as if He was sitting
right in my passenger seat. But, He was-

n't physically there. He was speaking to
me, telling me of something wonderful
that was going to happen in my life.

God's Holy Spirit told me, "You
will father a daughter of

your own, and you
will name her Win-

ter Rose."
He then

proceeded to
tell me the
significance
of her
name. In
Winter time
everything

is bleak and
dead. There is

no plant life,
only dead trees,

leaves, and just death
period. But to see some-

thing as beautiful as a rose
bloom in the midst of all that death, is
something incredibly precious and
worthwhile. He told me that with having
this baby, we would need to take the
good with the bad. And then, I tried to
speak and ask questions and find out
WHEN! But, God shut my mouth almost
like He did the lions' mouths when He
protected Daniel in the lions' den. He
didn't give me the exact answers to my
questions because He needed me to walk
on faith that we would have this child in
HIS time. 

Just as suddenly as He started speak-
ing, He was gone. But I felt His Love
and was shaking with joy for the rest of
the week! Immediately after He stopped
speaking, the road cleared, and ten miles
had passed. He protected me the entire
time He was speaking to me, as I was
still driving the whole time!

I pulled over, called my wife, and we

began a heartbreaking year of trying to
get pregnant while I was rarely home to
try!  She saw several doctors over the
years, as she had complications from my
step daughter's birth. She was informed
three times that she would never bear an-
other child. 

Well, one year later, exactly ... she be-
came pregnant with our promised baby.
December 19, 2010, was confirmed by
ultrasound as our conception date. In
April, we found out the baby was a girl.
At 11:34 a.m., September 12, 2011, we
welcomed little Winter Rose Turner into
our lives, officially. 

For one year, we told of God's mes-
sage to me. For one year, we walked by
faith, alone, that my wife would get
pregnant. For one year, we endured pas-
tor's ridiculing us, people calling us liars,
telling us that there is NO WAY that God
speaks to people as He did in Biblical
history.

Yet, God's promise to me is sleeping
in her crib as I type this. 

I don't know why she is here other
than the fact He needs her to do some-
thing in her life for His purposes.  I don't
know what that something is, and I
might never live to see her accomplish
His will for her life.  Although, if her
only mission was to bring healing to my
wife and that she could bear me a baby
of my own, (that's a great) mission ac-
complished. Winter Rose truly is the
most amazing miracle I have ever seen. 

I know I wasn't visited by an angel, in
particular, but I would love to see God
work again through this testimony even
to reach one lost person who has no idea
just how REAL God truly is. He was, He
is, and He will always be... He is GOD!
And, He loves everyone so much, He
just wants people to KNOW it!

VICTORIOUSLIVING

Get A Copy of the Full Gospel
Temple Cookbook at the

Wagon Wheel in Wickliffe
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