
by Kelly Paul

BARLOW- The Ballard
County Board of Educa-
tion held its monthly
meeting on Monday,
March 12th. All members
of the board were present
as were guests Dr. Larry
Allen and Ballard County
Middle School Health and
Physical Education
teacher Amber Parker.
The meeting began with
the the acceptance of the
Consent Agenda, which
included the treasurer’s
report, minutes, and bills.

The board then ap-
proved the purchase of
the Morgan property.
This land has already
been purchased and now
belongs to the state, but
the board is responsible to
taking care of it.  The
board is currently await-
ing the deed for the prop-
erty.

The next item of busi-
ness included tentative
personnel allocation for
the 2012/2013 school
year. As of March 12th,
the elementary school
will have 39 certified per-
sonnel.  The middle
school will have 20.5 cer-
tified personnel, and the
high school will have
33.5 certified personnel
positions.  The .5 person-
nel at both the middle
school and high school
account for positions that
are shared. These person-
nel numbers are tentative
at this point; the final al-
location will be made on

May 1st.  The board unan-
imously approved the ten-
tative personnel
allocation. To date, no
budget has been given by
the state. The board then
discussed and approved
the tentative funding allo-
cations for the 2012/2013
school year. 

Ballard County Middle
School Physical Educa-
tion and Health teacher
Amber Parker presented a
program in which the en-
tire middle school partici-
pated.  She was extremely
enthusiastic as she ex-
plained how the middle
school teachers imple-
mented “Operation Multi-
plication”. This was a 12
week program designed
by BCMS teachers in
which the students prac-
ticed multiplication facts
via various activities for
25 minutes a day during
AE. This is a scheduled
time each day meant to
enrich student learning.
The students did not just
memorize multiplication
facts.  Instead, they par-
ticipated in activities in-
cluding: downloading aps
to their Iphones and
Ipads, playing games,
making raps, and taking
on the role of teacher to
help teach those students
who needed extra help.
The students also did tra-
ditional skill and drill
pencil/ paper tests.
Parker stressed that the
key was that everyone
was doing the same thing
every day. At the end of

the 12 weeks, students
who had reached their
goal were able to watch a
movie. Those who fell
short of their goal re-
ceived additional instruc-
tion in the computer lab.
Parker said that only 48 %
of BCMS students knew
multiplication facts be-
fore implementing “Oper-
ation Multiplication”.  At
the end of the 12 week
boot camp, 94% of the
students had mastered the
multiplication facts.

Ballard Middle School
Principal Kevin Estes
spoke about student suc-
cess on the Explore test.
He was pleased to report
that BCMS was one of 5
schools in the region that
scored above state and na-
tional averages. Estes said
he was proud of the Ex-
plore scores because they
were indicative of future
ACT scores for BCMS
students. Estes also said
he was appreciative of the
teachers because they
never complain. He said
they do not get enough
compliments.

Also discussed at the
March Board of Educa-
tion meeting:

• Only school-wide
fundraising activities
must be approved by the
Board.

• The Board Apprecia-
tion dinner will be held
immediately preceding
the April meeting.

• The April meeting
will be held on April 16
instead of on April 9th. 
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Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service

Agriculture Update
Tom Miller, Ballard County Extension Agent for Ag and Natural Resources

Mowing the yard – Get Started Right

BUSINESS

Terms:  Terms: This property is being sold as is where is with no warranties expressed or implied. A deposit of $2,000.00 is required at 
the conclusion of the Auction. A 10% buyers premium will be added to the final bid and included in the total contract price.Closing to be 
no later than April 24th, 2012.Buyer will be required to sign a lead paint waiver.

www.auctionsbyspraggs.com
270.362.7653

Kevin Spraggs Broker/Auctioneer

Email: spraggsauction@mchsi.com
6401 US HWY. 641 N.

Gilbertsville, Kentucky 42044

Selling at Absolute Auction will be this 2 bedroom 1 bath home that has a large 
living room and the much desired split bedroom plan. This home is situated on a 
beautiful lot with mature trees and plenty of room for outbuildings etc. It is located 
close to the Post Office, Bank and Court House. This would make a great starter 
home or would be perfect for someone wanting to downsize later in life.

Information supplied is without any warranties or representations, either expressed or implied whatsoever,from Spraggs Auction, sellers 
of their respective representatives, agents, or employees. Prospective bidders are advised to avail themselves of the land and to make an 
inspection of the premises on their own behalf, consulting whatever advisors they may feel appropriate. Although all the information in 
all advertisements is obtained from sources deemed reliable. All announcements day of sale takes precedence over printed matter.

The first mowing makes
the lawn look spring-like and
very attractive. Subsequent
regular mowing hardens the
grass for drought and heat
stresses later on. So when the
first clump of grass grows
above the mowing height,
mow -- even if a lot of the
yard doesn’t need to be
mowed yet.

Not all grasses start grow-
ing at the same time. Grass on
northern slopes, or in heavy
clay soil, will start growing
several days later than others.
Grass that wasn’t fertilized in
the fall or early spring also
has a delayed growth.

Following recommenda-
tions for mowing height and
frequency will make your
lawn-care duties easier and
result in a more attractive
yard.

If your mower has a fixed,
all-year height, set it at two
and one-half inches.

However, if you can easily

vary the height, set it at 1.5 to
two inches for the first several
times you mow this spring.
The shorter mowing height
will help remove a lot of the
winter-burned, brown leaves.
Exposing more dark green
growth will transfigure your
lawn into the most uniform,
attractive one in the neighbor-
hood. Move the height up to
2.5 inches after you mow the
grass several times.

To protect your grass from
summer heat and drought in-
jury, when summer arrives
raise the mower height to
three or 3.5 inches. However,
remember that extra high
grass, especially tall fescue,
tends to fall over and mat
down during hot summer
weather causing increased
summer disease problems.

Once you get the mowing
under way, how often should
the lawn be mowed? Gener-
ally speaking, mow often
enough to remove no more
than one-third to one-half of

the grass height.
If your mower is set for

two inches, mow again when
grass height reaches approxi-
mately three inches. Be sure
not to scalp the lawn by mow-
ing off most of the green
leaves.

For tall fescue lawns, a rule
of thumb is to mow at five-
day intervals during the
spring, and at seven-day in-
tervals the rest of the year. If
you have a Kentucky blue-
grass lawn, a seven-day inter-
val usually is sufficient at a
mowing height of 2.5 inches.
That interval can probably be
expanded during hot, dry
weather.

Programs of the Kentucky
Cooperative Extension Serv-
ice serve all people regardless
of race, age, sex, color, reli-
gion, disability or national
origin. For additional infor-
mation, contact the Ballard
County Extension Office, 110
Broadway, LaCenter, 665-
9118.

BCMS, one of 5 schools in the region that
scored above state and national averages

WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S.
Senate Republican Leader
Mitch McConnell an-
nounced Tuesday that the
President signed into law
legislation that would save
jobs in Kentucky and across
the country by allowing the
Department of Commerce to
continue to assess duties on
imports from designated
non-market economies, in-
cluding China and Vietnam.

“This is great news for
Kentucky workers,” Mc-
Connell said. “I heard from a
number of Kentuckians who
were worried about unfair
foreign trade practices and
the impact they would have
on their jobs here at home,”
McConnell said. “This meas-
ure levels the playing field
for Kentucky workers and
job creators and helps them
compete fairly with coun-
tries like China.”

Cardinal Aluminum in
Louisville, Kentucky, which
employs 400 workers, is one
of the local companies that
contacted McConnell seek-
ing assistance. Chip Ed-
wards, President and CEO of
Cardinal Aluminum, said,
“The future of our employ-
ees was at risk because of
these unfair trading prac-
tices, and I appreciate Sen.
McConnell for helping make
this a top priority and cham-
pioning this measure through

Congress.” 
McConnell also heard

from NewPage, a paper mill
located in Wickliffe, Ken-
tucky, which employees ap-
proximately 450 workers.
“On behalf of NewPage and
our employees at the Wick-
liffe mill, we appreciate the
significant leadership role
that Senator McConnell has
taken in the passage of the
legislation that will directly
support our industry,” said
George Martin, president
and CEO of NewPage.  “Mc-
Connell’s actions ensure that
the countervailing duty law
applies to non-market econ-
omy counties like China.
We appreciate the efforts of
all our Members to work
across the aisle to get this
important legislation passed
in a timely manner..” 

In late 2011, the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit in GPX In-
ternational Tire Corp. v.
United States ruled that the
Department of Commerce
does not have authority to
assess countervailing duties
on imports from what it con-
siders non-market
economies. This bipartisan
legislation, introduced by
McConnell and a number of
other members from both
parties, clarifies the intent of
Congress regarding this pro-
vision.

President Signs McConnell
Sponsored Legislation to 

Save Kentucky Jobs

Neighbors Unifying Ballard County, Inc would like to
take this opportunity to thank Glyn and Judith Webb for all
they have done for the community under the guise of  Let's
Beautify LaCenter, Inc. It was their vision to take an old de-
lapidated lot at 3rd and Broadway and turn it into a thing of
beauty for all to enjoy. It was their forsight and a few other
founding members to have a  Community Farmers Market
for all Ballard residents to sell their produce, flowers, and
bedding plants. 

Neighbors Unifying Ballard County Inc is greatful to fol-
low in such footsteps and to grow in a different direction
but in keeping with the same spirit, which is doing good
things to help our community to thrive.  

Thanks for the Memories Glyn and Judith , enjoy your
accomplishments knowing you did an admirable job.

Elaine Jarvis, President
Neighbors Unifying Ballard County, Inc

NUBC thank the Webb’s

We make a living by what we get,
we make a life by what we give.

~ 
Winston Churchhill

FISH 
DAY!

IT’S TIME TO STOCK 
YOUR POND!

DELIVERY WILL BE:
Saturday, March 31

LaCenter 

8:00-10:30

@ Ballard County 

Co-Op

Catfish $40/100

Bluegill $40/100

Fish Wagon

800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com
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