
A2 FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2013   FROM THE FRONT PAGE   LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER  |  KENTUCKY.COM

“No, these were from the 
county clerks association,” he 
told a reporter after the meet-
ing.

McConnell spokesman 
Robert Steurer said McCon-
nell’s staff provided “techni-
cal input to Senator Stivers, 
but our office did not draft 
the amendments nor did we 
see them before they were ad-
opted.”

“As an author of the Help 
America Vote Act, which 

devoted an entire title to 
enhancing the ability of the 
military to vote, Senator Mc-
Connell has a long history on 
the issue and has long been 
committed to ensuring that 
every vote counts while safe-
guarding the integrity of our 
ballots,” Steurer said in a 
written statement.  

Grimes also was asked 
whether McConnell was in-
volved in changes to the bill. 
“You will have to ask the presi-
dent about his conversations,” 
she said. “My focus is fighting 
for our men and women in 
uniform, not against them.”

Stivers said the Kentucky 
County Clerks Association 
Election Committee request-
ed that the ballots be returned 
via normal mail because of 
concerns about the integrity 
of elections. That concern 
was expressed to the Senate 
committee by Fayette County 
Clerk Don Blevins.

Stivers’ spokeswoman, 
Lourdes Baez-Schrader, said 
Blevins, who is Stivers’ for-
mer brother-in-law, volun-
teered to testify.

With no elections this 
year, Stivers said, there’s no 
harm in studying the issue of 

electronic transmission of bal-
lots. The idea could be recon-
sidered by next year’s General 
Assembly, he said.

The amendment “waters 
down the bill,” said Sen. Per-
ry Clark, D-Louisville, who 
voted against the change.

Grimes said 24 states al-
low electronic transmission 
of votes. Currently, Kentucky 
mails absentee ballots to sol-
diers, but it sometimes takes 
too long for them to be de-
livered and returned, particu-
larly if a soldier is in a war 
zone.

Grimes said in her testi-

mony that Kentucky sent more 
than 4,600 absentee ballots 
overseas last year. Of those, 
3,665 were returned by mail 
and more than 300 were never 
counted for various reasons.

Another amendment ap-
proved by the Senate Vet-
erans, Military Affairs and 
Public Protection Committee 
would require overseas bal-
lots to be returned by 6 p.m. 
on the day of the election. 
Grimes had proposed allow-
ing two extra days to receive 
the ballot if it had been cast a 
day before the election.

“We wanted that amend-

ment so we could tell some-
body that night if they were a 
winner or loser,” Stivers said.

Grimes said after the com-
mittee vote on the bill that it 
was “a good victory, but I will 
continue to try to strengthen 
it.”

The bill now goes to the 
full Senate. Sen. Kathy Stein, 
D-Lexington, said she plans 
to offer an amendment on the 
Senate floor that would allow 
electronic voting.
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instead of having to figure out 
which key he has.”

Each room in the house 
will have different wall tex-
tures “so that if he were ever 
to fall, he could touch the wall 
and know which room he’s 
in,” Iler said.

Helping a Hero, based in 
Houston, has awarded 90 
homes in 21 states to people 
who were severely wounded 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

About $200,000 will be 
raised for the Bradford house 
from private donations, Iler 
said. “The family is respon-
sible for a $50,000 mortgage,” 
she said. “And so it’s really 
great for them, because it 
gives them an opportunity 
to participate but at a level 
where they’re able to on a 
fixed disability salary.”

The Bradford house is 
scheduled to be finished in 
August by Peterson Homes. 
Bradford, 26, and his wife, 
Amanda, 33, commit to re-
main in the house for 10 
years. The couple have three 
children: Nolan, 9, Emma, 7 
and Layla, who turns 1 next 
week. The family now rents a 
two-level house in Lexington.

“This is such a blessing,” 
Amanda Bradford said of the 
planned house. “It’s going to 
give Matt his independence 
and bring our family together 
on a really different level that 

we’ve yet to experience. ... 
We’re really looking forward 
to getting rid of the stairs for 
Matt and getting him on the 
safe one-level.”

Matt Bradford stepped on 
an improvised explosive de-
vice in January 2007. Shrap-
nel penetrated his left eye 
and peppered his right. He 
now wears prosthetic legs and 
uses a cane.

“Life is a journey of many 
ups and downs and trials 
and tribulations,” he told the 
crowd at the groundbreaking. 
“From now on, on this land 
right here, Amanda and I are 
starting on a new journey in 
life.”

Matt Bradford is a big fan 
of the University of Kentucky 
men’s basketball team, and he 
received a standing ovation 
at Rupp Arena when the Cats 
played Auburn on Feb. 9.

Tom Leach, the voice of 
the Wildcats, referred to that 
recognition at the ground-
breaking.

“That may have been the 
biggest ovation we’ve heard all 
year, and that’s saying some-
thing when you’re talking 
about Kentucky basketball,” 
Leach said. “His neighbors 
and the whole commonwealth 
of Kentucky know what some-
body like this means to our 

country — that people are 
willing to make that kind of 
sacrifice for all of us. I can’t 
think of anybody that de-
serves a standing ovation 
more than that.”

Matt Bradford takes public 
speaking and communications 
classes at Bluegrass Commu-
nity and Technical College, 

and he hopes to become a 
Wildcats sports analyst.

Another Helping a Hero 
house in Bowling Green is 
two weeks from completion. 
Army Sgt. J.D. Williams, the 
recipient of that house, at-
tended Thursday’s ground-
breaking. Willliams lost both 
legs and an arm in 2010 after 

an improvised explosive de-
vice blew up in Afghanistan.

Kentucky U.S. Sen. Rand 
Paul also spoke at the cer-
emony.

“I think it’s important that 
we know that not only was 
Matt heroic in battle, but 
there’s a lot of heroism go-
ing on once they get home,” 

Paul said.
Paul said he will join U.S. 

Rep. John Yarmuth in August 
to raise money for Help for a 
Hero to fund a house in Jef-
ferson County.

Greg Kocher: (859) 231-3305. 
 Twitter: @HLpublicsafety.
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BRADFORD FINDING HELP
For more information about the 
home program, go to Helpinga-
hero.org

Cpl. Matt Bradford spoke at the ceremony next to his wife, Amanda, right, and their three children: 11-month-old Layla, 7-year-old Emma, and 9-year-old Nolan. Bradford lost both his legs and his 
eyesight in an explosion in Iraq. At left is Meredith Iler, national chairman and founder of Helping a Hero, which is building two houses in Kentucky. Ninety houses have been awarded in 21 states.
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Tom Leach, 
left, the 
voice of the 
Wildcats, 
congratulated 
Bradford. 
Leach 
recalled the 
ovation given 
Bradford at 
Rupp Arena 
on Feb. 9. 
“That may 
have been 
the biggest 
ovation 
we’ve heard 
all year,” 
Leach said. 
Bradford is 
studying to 
be a sports 
analyst.

Rufus M. Friday, President  
& Publisher (859) 231-3248,  
rfriday@herald-leader.com 

Peter Baniak, Editor & Vice 
President, 231-3446, pbaniak@
herald-leader.com

Vanessa J. Gallman,  
Editorial Page Editor, 231-1393,  
vgallman@herald-leader.com

Nelson Fonticiella, VP/Circulation 
& Marketing, 231-3352, nfonticiella@
herald-leader.com

Sheila J. Vose,  
VP/Chief Financial Officer, 231-3373, 
svose@herald-leader.com

Michael D. Wells,  
Human Resources Manager, 231-3346, 
mwells@herald-leader.com

Connect with us The Lexington Herald-Leader accepts Visa, 
MasterCard, American Express or Discover for 
subscriptions and classified advertising. Mail 
subscriptions are payable in advance, Please contact 
customer service at 1-800-999-8881 for pricing. 

The publisher reserves the right to change 
subscription rates during the term of subscription. The 
notice may be by notice contained in the newspaper 
itself or otherwise. Subscription rate changes may 
be implemented by changing the duration of the 
subscription.

Replacement of missed or damaged newspapers 
are re-delivered on Sunday only in Fayette County every 
Sunday if you call between 7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Home Delivery Rates
 Lexington Area State Area
Daily-Sunday $5.44 week $6.36 week
Monday-Friday $4.07 week $4.53 week
Friday-Monday $4.29 week $4.75 week
Sunday Only $2.85 week $3.37 week

All Home Delivery Customers will receive newspapers 
during the following holiday periods; January 1, 2013 and July 
4, 2013. All Weekend and Sunday subscribers will receive 
newspapers during the following Wednesday Publications: 
1/16, 1/30, 2/13, 2/27, 3/06, 3/27, 4/03, 5/08, 6/05, 7/03, 
8/07, 9/04, 10/02, 11/06, 12/18, Friday 11/29, and Saturday 
11/30/2013. All home delivery subscribers are subject to 
a $1.00 premium charge, which changes your paid-thru 

date, for the 3/18 edition, the 5/04 edition, the 8/23 edition, 
9/20 edition, the 11/07 edition, the 11/28 edition, and the 
12/25/2013 edition. Newspaper sold through news racks 
and retailers will be $2.00 on these dates. The price reflects 
the increased size and value of the edition. Price subject 
to change. 

 Included in the subscription to the Breathitt County 
Voice is delivery of the Sunday Lexington Herald-Leader at 
the cost of $25 per month. Published daily and Sunday in 
Lexington Kentucky by the McClatchy Company. Periodical 
portage paid at Lexington Kentucky. (ISSN 0745-4260) POST-
MASTER: Send address changes to Lexington Herald-Leader 
Co. 100 Midland Ave. Lexington Ky. 40508

Customer Service Center 1-800-999-8881 Address  
100 Midland Avenue Lexington, Ky. 40508

Classified Advertising  
1-800-933-7355

General Advertising 
(859) 231-3424

facebook.com/
kentuckycom

twitter.com/
heraldleader


